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INTRODUCTION

The British Study Edition of The Urantia Papers
is a translation of the Fifth Epochal Revelation
from American to British English as defined by
the Oxford Dictionary of English. It has the fol-
lowing main features:

o The very latest version of the Standard Ref-
erence Text (SRT) has been used as a base of
this translation.

o All significant changes to the text (present
also in SRT) are documented in the criti-
cal apparatus, together with a brief explana-
tion of the reason for the change. To signify
the presence of a textual variant, a circle is
printed at the end of the affected word or
paragraph, like this”.

o Study notes have been added and are
marked with an asterisk, like this*.



INTRODUCTION

o The symbol ¢ marks the first paragraph in
the group as in the 1955 first printing, where
such groups were delimited by blank lines.

o All distance and temperature measures have
been converted to metric units, except
where there was even the slightest poten-
tial for error, such as in the use of “Jerusem
miles”, which was left intact. The idiomatic
expressions like “carry his pack for a mile”
were also left intact, obviously.

« Long and hard to memorise phrases like
“three hundred and forty-five thousand”
have been converted to a compact form
“345,000”. Likewise, for phrases like “sev-
enty-five per cent’, a more compact form
of “75%” was chosen. Likewise, the time
designations like “fifteen minutes past four
oclock” now read “16:15"

o The designation of the author of each paper
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(and Foreword) is printed in italics on a line
by itself just before the text.

 SRT paragraph numbering is used through-
out: both in the superscript and in the para-
graph ranges printed in the header of every

page.

o Possible textual corruptions are indicated in
the footnotes.

For deriving etymology of the words coined
by the revelators, I acknowledge the use of the
notes by Dr Chris Halvorson. Many thanks to
my friend Mitch Austin for helpful suggestions
and comments, some of which have been incor-
porated into the study notes of the present edi-
tion.

Tigran Aivazian
London, England
13t July 2011.



PART I. THE CENTRAL AND
SUPERUNIVERSES

Sponsored by a Uversa Corps of Superuniverse Personalities
acting by authority of the Orvonton Ancients of Days.

FOREWORD
1. Deityand Divinity . .. .. ... ... ... .. .......... 19
2.God .. 25
3. The First Sourceand Centre . . . . ... .............. 30
4. UniverseReality . . . ... ...... ... ... ... .. .... 37
5. Personality Realities . . . ... ................... 42
6. Energyand Pattern . . ... ..................... 47
7. The SupremeBeing . . . ... .................... 51
8. GodtheSevenfold. . ... ........ ... ... ... ... ... 56
9. God the Ultimate . . . ... ..................... 59
10. Godthe Absolute . . .. .......... .. ... .. ...... 62
11. The Three Absolutes . . . .. ... ... ... ........... 63
12. The Trinities . . . . ... ... ... 71

Divine Counsellor
IN THE MINDS of the mortals of Urantia* —
that being the name of your world — there

0.1. Urantia, pronounced oordntia (or, somewhat more pedan-
tically, oordntsiya), is a coined word from the Greek ovpavég
“heavens” and the Latin suffix -tia, probably signifying “[y]our
place in the heavens” The Urantia Papers being didactic, the ce-
lestial beings coined many words to stir up our desire to learn
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exists great confusion respecting the meaning of
such terms as God, divinity, and deity. Hu-
man beings are still more confused and uncertain
about the relationships of the divine personalities
designated by these numerous appellations. Be-
cause of this conceptual poverty associated with
so much ideational confusion, I have been di-
rected to formulate this introductory statement
in explanation of the meanings which should be
attached to certain word symbols as they may be
hereinafter used in those papers which the Or-
vonton* corps of truth revealers have been au-
thorized* to translate into the English language

by active exploration, rather than by mere passive assimilation
of meanings and values.

1. Orvonton, is a coined word from the Old English prefix or-
“out”, the Middle English wone (> von) “dwelling place” and the
Old English tun “town”, resulting in the total meaning of “the
out-dwelling town”

1. Orvonton ... authorized, Only the papers 1-31 (i.e. PartI)
were authorized at the superuniverse level. The papers 32-196
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of Urantia.

> Tt is exceedingly difficult to present enlarged
concepts and advanced truth, in our endeavour
to expand cosmic consciousness and enhance
spiritual perception, when we are restricted to the
use of a circumscribed language of the realm. But
our mandate admonishes us to make every ef-
fort to convey our meanings by using the word
symbols of the English tongue. We have been in-
structed to introduce new terms only when the
concept to be portrayed finds no terminology in
English which can be employed to convey such a
new concept partially or even with more or less
distortion of meaning.

? In the hope of facilitating comprehension and
of preventing confusion on the part of every mor-
tal who may peruse* these papers, we deem it

(Parts IL, IIT and I'V) were revealed under the local universe and

system level authorization.
3. peruse, Note, not merely read, but peruse, i.e. study very thor-
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wise to present in this initial statement an out-
line of the meanings to be attached to numerous
English words which are to be employed in des-
ignation of Deity and certain associated concepts
of the things, meanings, and values of universal
reality.

* But in order to formulate this Foreword of def-
initions and limitations of terminology, it is nec-
essary to anticipate the usage of these terms in the
subsequent presentations. This Foreword is not,
therefore, a finished statement within itself; it is
only a definitive guide designed to assist those
who shall read the accompanying papers dealing
with Deity and the universe of universes* which

oughly and carefully.

4. papers dealing with Deity and the universe of universes,
As already noted at 0:0.1 these are limited to papers 1-31 only.
Therefore, this Foreword is properly “Foreword to Part I of
Urantia Papers” and that is where it should properly be printed.
Curiously, this is where the Foreword is located in “The Titles of
the Papers” and “Contents of the Book” as printed in the orig-
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have been formulated by an Orvonton commis-
sion sent to Urantia for this purpose.

> ¢ Your world, Urantia, is one of many simi-
lar inhabited planets which comprise the local
universe of Nebadon*. This universe, together

inal 1955 edition, although the text of the Foreword is printed
just before the Part I title page preceding paper 1 of that edi-
tion. Moving the Foreword outside Part I (as is done in all other
editions) shows an attempt to fossilize into a single monolithic
“Urantia Book” what should remain a living and constantly
growing set of “Urantia Papers” — an epochal revelation of the
living God to growing evolving mortals. If this trend is allowed
to proceed we may eventually end up with something like the
current shameful disaster known as “HOLY BIBLE” (“HOLY
URANTIA BOOK” or “GOD’S BIBLE”?). Although the writ-
ings that constitute the Bible were originally based on the visions
of true prophets and the words of sincere teachers of truth, they
have subsequently been corrupted and turned into a monolithic
idolized body by the wicked priests of Organized Religion.

5. Nebadon, is a coined word from the Old English adune (>
dune > dun > don) “off the hill’; resulting in the probable total
meaning of “the nebular hill”. Indeed, the Nebadon (local uni-
verse) level of our ascension is a relative ‘hill, compared to the
system-level mansion world experience.
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with similar creations, makes up the superuni-
verse of Orvonton, from whose capital, Uversa®,
our commission hails. Orvonton is one of the
seven evolutionary superuniverses of time and
space which circle the never-beginning, never-
ending creation of divine perfection — the cen-
tral universe of Havona. At the heart of this eter-
nal and central universe is the stationary Isle of
Paradise, the geographic centre of infinity and
the dwelling place of the eternal God.

¢ The seven evolving superuniverses in associ-
ation with the central and divine universe, we
commonly refer to as the grand universe; these
are the now organized and inhabited creations.

5. Uversa, is a coined word from the Latin versatilis “capable
of turning or being turned around”, signifying the centre of the
superuniverse expressing the 7t expression of the Father-Son-
Spirit pattern: ‘U’ being the 21t letter of English alphabet: 21 =
3 x 7. The “name” of the first evolutionary superuniverse, under
this scheme, would be “Cversa’, of the second — “Fversa’, and
so on.



19 FOREWORD 0:1.1-3

They are all a part of the master universe, which
also embraces the uninhabited but mobilizing*
universes of outer space.

1. DEITY AND DIVINITY

! The universe of universes presents phenomena
of deity activities on diverse levels of cosmic real-
ities, mind meanings, and spirit values, but all of
these ministrations — personal or otherwise —
are divinely co-ordinated.

> ¢ DEITY is personalizable as God, is preper-
sonal and superpersonal in ways not altogether
comprehensible by man. Deity is characterized
by the quality of unity — actual or potential — on
all supermaterial levels of reality; and this unify-
ing quality is best comprehended by creatures as
divinity.

’ ¢ Deity functions on personal, prepersonal,

6. mobilizing, i.e. being prepared for the future inhabitation.
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and superpersonal levels. Total Deity is func-

tional on the following seven levels:

4 1. Static — self-contained and self-existent

Deity.
> 2. Potential — self-willed and self-purposive
Deity.
6 3. Associative — self-personalized and di-
vinely fraternal Deity.

7 4. Creative — self-distributive and divinely

revealed Deity.

8 5. Evolutional — self-expansive and crea-

ture-identified Deity.

? 6. Supreme — self-experiential and creature-

Creator-unifying Deity. Deity functioning on the
first creature-identificational level as time-space
overcontrollers of the grand universe, sometimes

designated the Supremacy of Deity.

10 7. Ultimate — self-projected and time-space-

transcending Deity. Deity omnipotent, omni-
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scient, and omnipresent. Deity functioning on
the second level of unifying divinity expression
as effective overcontrollers and absonite uphold-
ers of the master universe. As compared with the
ministry of the Deities to the grand universe, this
absonite function in the master universe is tanta-
mount to universal overcontrol and supersuste-
nance, sometimes called the Ultimacy of Deity.

'! ¢ The finite level of reality is characterized by
creature life and time-space limitations. Finite
realities may not have endings, but they always
have beginnings — they are created. The Deity
level of Supremacy may be conceived as a func-
tion in relation to finite existences.

12 ¢ The absonite level of reality is characterized
by things and beings without beginnings or end-
ings and by the transcendence of time and space.
Absoniters are not created; they are eventuated
— they simply are. The Deity level of Ultimacy
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connotes a function in relation to absonite real-
ities. No matter in what part of the master uni-
verse, whenever time and space are transcended,
such an absonite phenomenon is an act of the Ul-
timacy of Deity.

1> ¢ The absolute level is beginningless, endless,
timeless, and spaceless. For example: On Para-
dise, time and space are nonexistent; the time-
space status of Paradise is absolute. This level is
Trinity attained, existentially, by the Paradise De-
ities, but this third level of unifying Deity expres-
sion is not fully unified experientially. When-
ever, wherever, and however the absolute level
of Deity functions, Paradise-absolute values and
meanings are manifest.

'* ¢ Deity may be existential*, as in the Eternal
Son; experiential®, as in the Supreme Being; as-

1.14. existential, Defined at 0:7.3 as “beings of eternal existence,
past, present, and future”
14. experiential, Defined at 0:7.4 as “beings actualizing in the
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sociative, as in God the Sevenfold; undivided, as
in the Paradise Trinity.

' Deity is the source of all that which is divine.
Deity is characteristically and invariably divine,
but all that which is divine is not necessarily De-
ity, though it will be co-ordinated with Deity and
will tend towards some phase of unity with Deity
— spiritual, mindal, or personal.

' ¢ DIVINITY is the characteristic, unifying,
and co-ordinating quality of Deity.

"7 Divinity is creature comprehensible as truth,
beauty, and goodness; correlated in personality
as love, mercy, and ministry; disclosed on imper-
sonal levels as justice, power, and sovereignty.

'8 Divinity may be perfect — complete — as on
existential and creator levels of Paradise perfec-
tion; it may be imperfect, as on experiential and

post-Havona present but of unending existence throughout all
future eternity”
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creature levels of time-space evolution; or it may
be relative, neither perfect nor imperfect, as on
certain Havona levels of existential-experiential
relationships.

' ¢ When we attempt to conceive of perfection
in all phases and forms of relativity, we encounter
seven conceivable types*:

20 1. Absolute perfection in all aspects.

1 2. Absolute perfection in some phases and

relative perfection in all other aspects.

22 3. Absolute, relative, and imperfect aspects

in varied association.

> 4. Absolute perfection in some respects, im-
perfection in all others.

19. seven conceivable types, The following list of seven ele-
ments contains all non-empty subsets (25 — 1 = 7) of the set
{Absolute, Relative, Imperfection}, listed in this particular or-
der to reflect the inherent ordering of the three basic elements
as follows: Absolute > Relative > Imperfection.
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2% 5. Absolute perfection in no direction, rela-

tive perfection in all manifestations.’

»> 6. Absolute perfection in no phase, relative

in some, imperfect in others.

%6 7. Absolute perfection in no attribute, im-

perfection in all.

2. GOD
! Evolving mortal creatures experience an irre-
sistible urge to symbolize their finite concepts of
God. Man’s consciousness of moral duty and his

24. 5. Absolute perfection in no direction, relative perfection in
all other manifestations. other removed. The original phraseol-
ogy is incorrect because the reference to other manifestations re-
quires the existence of one or more additional manifestations to
which this other is being contrasted. As this particular phase of
perfection exists in only one manifestation — relative perfection
— there are no additional types which require or permit the use
of other in this context. There error occurred when “other” was
inserted into the 1955 text during one of the pre-publication tran-
scriptions by accidentally repeating the pattern of use found im-
mediately before and after this sentence.
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spiritual idealism represent a value level — an ex-
periential reality — which is difficult of symbol-
ization.

* Cosmic consciousness implies the recognition
of a First Cause, the one and only uncaused real-
ity. God, the Universal Father, functions on three
Deity-personality levels of subinfinite value and

relative divinity expression:

* 1. Prepersonal — as in the ministry of the Fa-

ther fragments, such as the Thought Adjusters.

* 2. Personal — as in the evolutionary experi-

ence of created and procreated beings.

> 3. Superpersonal — as in the eventuated exis-

tences of certain absonite and associated beings.

® GOD is a word symbol designating all person-
alizations of Deity. The term requires a different
definition on each personal level of Deity func-
tion and must be still further redefined within
each of these levels, as this term may be used
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to designate the diverse co-ordinate and subordi-
nate personalizations of Deity; for example: the
Paradise Creator Sons — the local universe fa-
thers.

7 ¢ The term God, as we make use of it, may be
understood:

8 By designation — as God the Father.

? By context — as when used in the discussion
of some one deity level or association. When in
doubt as to the exact interpretation of the word
God, it would be advisable to refer it to the person
of the Universal Father.

10¢ The term God always denotes personality.
Deity may, or may not, refer to divinity person-
alities.

1 ¢ The word GOD is used, in these papers*, with
the following meanings:

2.11. The word GOD is used, in these papers, The following
list of seven uses of the word “God” confirms that the Foreword
is related to papers 1-31 only, because in the later papers dealing
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12 1. God the Father — Creator, Controller, and
Upholder. The Universal Father, the First Person
of Deity.

B 2. God the Son — Co-ordinate Creator, Spirit
Controller, and Spiritual Administrator. The
Eternal Son, the Second Person of Deity.

3. God the Spirit — Conjoint Actor, Univer-
sal Integrator, and Mind Bestower. The Infinite
Spirit, the Third Person of Deity.

15

4. God the Supreme — the actualizing or
evolving God of time and space. Personal De-
ity associatively realizing the time-space experi-
ential achievement of creature-Creator identity.
The Supreme Being is personally experiencing
the achievement of Deity unity as the evolving
and experiential God of the evolutionary crea-
tures of time and space.

with the local universe affairs, a Creator Son is also referred to
as “God”.
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¢ 5. God the Sevenfold — Deity personality
anywhere actually functioning in time and space.
The personal Paradise Deities and their creative
associates functioning in and beyond the borders
of the central universe and power-personalizing
as the Supreme Being on the first creature level
of unifying Deity revelation in time and space.
This level, the grand universe, is the sphere of the
time-space descension of Paradise personalities
in reciprocal association with the time-space as-
cension of evolutionary creatures.

7 6. God the Ultimate — the eventuating God
of supertime and transcended space. The sec-
ond experiential level of unifying Deity manifes-
tation. God the Ultimate implies the attained re-
alization of the synthesized absonite-superper-
sonal, time-space-transcended, and eventuated-
experiential values, co-ordinated on final creative
levels of Deity reality.
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7. God the Absolute — the experientializing
God of transcended superpersonal values and di-
vinity meanings, now existential as the Deity Ab-
solute. 'This is the third level of unifying Deity
expression and expansion. On this supercreative
level, Deity experiences exhaustion of personal-
izable potential, encounters completion of divin-
ity, and undergoes depletion of capacity for self-
revelation to successive and progressive levels of
other-personalization. Deity now encounters,
impinges upon, and experiences identity with,
the Unqualified Absolute.

3. THE FIRST SOURCE AND CENTRE

' Total, infinite reality is existential in seven

phases and as seven co-ordinate Absolutes:

2 1. The First Source and Centre.

3 2. The Second Source and Centre.

4 3, The Third Source and Centre.
> 4. The Isle of Paradise.
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6 5. The Deity Absolute.

7 6. The Universal Absolute.

8 7. The Unqualified Absolute.

? ¢ God, as the First Source and Centre, is primal
in relation to total reality — unqualifiedly. The
First Source and Centre is infinite as well as eter-

nal and is therefore limited or conditioned only
by volition.

' God — the Universal Father — is the person-
ality of the First Source and Centre and as such
maintains personal relations of infinite control
over all co-ordinate and subordinate sources and
centres. Such control is personal and infinite
in potential, even though it may never actually
function owing to the perfection of the function
of such co-ordinate and subordinate sources and
centres and personalities.

! The First Source and Centre is, therefore, pri-
mal in all domains: deified or undeified, personal
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or impersonal, actual or potential, finite or infi-
nite. No thing or being, no relativity or finality,
exists except in direct or indirect relation to, and
dependence on, the primacy of the First Source
and Centre.

12 ¢ The First Source and Centre is related to the
universe as:

1. The gravity forces of the material univer-

ses are convergent in the gravity centre of nether
Paradise. That is just why the geographic location
of his person is eternally fixed in absolute relation
to the force-energy centre of the nether or mate-
rial plane of Paradise. But the absolute personal-
ity of Deity exists on the upper or spiritual plane
of Paradise.

'* 2. The mind forces are convergent in the In-
finite Spirit; the differential and divergent cosmic
mind in the Seven Master Spirits; the factualizing
mind of the Supreme as a time-space experience
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in Majeston.

> 3. The universe spirit forces are convergent
in the Eternal Son.

1" 4. The unlimited capacity for deity action re-
sides in the Deity Absolute.

7" 5. The unlimited capacity for infinity re-
sponse exists in the Unqualified Absolute.

18 6. The two Absolutes — Qualified and Un-
qualified — are co-ordinated and unified in and
by the Universal Absolute.

19 7. The potential personality of an evolution-
ary moral being or of any other moral being is
centred in the personality of the Universal Fa-
ther.

20 ¢ REALITY, as comprehended by finite beings,
is partial, relative, and shadowy. The maximum
Deity reality fully comprehensible by evolution-
ary finite creatures is embraced within the Su-
preme Being. Nevertheless there are antecedent
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and eternal realities, superfinite realities, which
are ancestral to this Supreme Deity of evolution-
ary time-space creatures. In attempting to por-
tray the origin and nature of universal reality, we
are forced to employ the technique of time-space
reasoning in order to reach the level of the finite
mind. Therefore must many of the simultane-
ous events of eternity be presented as sequential
transactions.

1 As a time-space creature would view the ori-
gin and differentiation of Reality, the eternal and
infinite I AM achieved Deity liberation from the
fetters of unqualified infinity through the exer-
cise of inherent and eternal free will, and this
divorcement from unqualified infinity produced
the first absolute divinity-tension. This tension of
infinity differential is resolved by the Universal
Absolute, which functions to unify and co-ordi-
nate the dynamic infinity of Total Deity and the
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static infinity of the Unqualified Absolute.

*>In this original transaction the theoretical I
AM achieved the realization of personality by be-
coming the Eternal Father of the Original Son si-
multaneously with becoming the Eternal Source
of the Isle of Paradise. Coexistent with the dif-
ferentiation of the Son from the Father, and in
the presence of Paradise, there appeared the per-
son of the Infinite Spirit and the central uni-
verse of Havona. With the appearance of coex-
istent personal Deity, the Eternal Son and the In-
finite Spirit, the Father escaped, as a personality,
from otherwise inevitable diffusion throughout
the potential of Total Deity. Thenceforth it is only
in Trinity association with his two Deity equals
that the Father fills all Deity potential, while in-
creasingly experiential Deity is being actualized
on the divinity levels of Supremacy, Ultimacy,
and Absoluteness.
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> ¢ The concept of the I AM is a philosophic
concession which we make to the time-bound,
space-fettered, finite mind of man, to the im-
possibility of creature comprehension of eternity
existences — nonbeginning, nonending realities
and relationships. To the time-space creature, all
things must have a beginning save only the ONE
UNCAUSED — the primeval cause of causes.
Therefore do we conceptualize this philosophic
value-level as the I AM, at the same time instruct-
ing all creatures that the Eternal Son and the In-
finite Spirit are coeternal with the I AM; in other
words, that there never was a time when the ] AM
was not the Father of the Son and, with him, of
the Spirit.

** ¢ The Infinite is used to denote the fullness —
the finality — implied by the primacy of the First
Source and Centre. The theoretical I AM is a
creature-philosophic extension of the “infinity of
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will,” but the Infinite is an actual value-level rep-
resenting the eternity-intension of the true infin-
ity of the absolute and unfettered free will of the
Universal Father. This concept is sometimes des-
ignated the Father-Infinite.

*> Much of the confusion of all orders of beings,
high and low, in their efforts to discover the Fa-
ther-Infinite, is inherent in their limitations of
comprehension. The absolute primacy of the
Universal Father is not apparent on subinfinite
levels; therefore is it probable that only the Eter-
nal Son and the Infinite Spirit truly know the Fa-
ther as an infinity; to all other personalities such
a concept represents the exercise of faith.

4. UNIVERSE REALITY

! Reality differentially actualizes on diverse uni-
verse levels; reality originates in and by the infi-
nite volition of the Universal Father and is real-
izable in three primal phases on many different
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levels of universe actualization:
2

1. Undeified reality ranges from the energy
domains of the nonpersonal to the reality realms
of the nonpersonalizable values of universal ex-
istence, even to the presence of the Unqualified
Absolute.

* 2. Deified reality embraces all infinite Deity

potentials ranging upward through all realms of
personality from the lowest finite to the highest
infinite, thus encompassing the domain of all that
which is personalizable and more — even to the
presence of the Deity Absolute.”

* 3. Interassociated reality. Universe reality is
supposedly either deified or undeified, but to
subdeified beings there exists a vast domain of
interassociated reality, potential and actualizing,

4.3. 2. Deified reality embraces all of infinite Deity poten-
tials... The committee decided that this revised phraseology is all-
inclusive without implying any limitations and without requiring
a change of tone.
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which is difficult of identification. Much of this
co-ordinate reality is embraced within the realms
of the Universal Absolute.

> This is the primal concept of original reality:
The Father initiates and maintains Reality. The
primal differentials of reality are the deified and
the undeified — the Deity Absolute and the Un-
qualified Absolute. The primal relationship is the
tension between them. This Father-initiated di-
vinity-tension is perfectly resolved by, and eter-
nalizes as, the Universal Absolute.

% ¢ From the viewpoint of time and space, reality
is further divisible as:

7 1. Actual and Potential. Realities existing in

fullness of expression in contrast to those which
carry undisclosed capacity for growth. The Eter-
nal Son is an absolute spiritual actuality; mortal
man is very largely an unrealized spiritual poten-
tiality.
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8 2. Absolute and Subabsolute. Absolute reali-
ties are eternity existences. Subabsolute realities
are projected on two levels: Absonites — realities
which are relative with respect to both time and
eternity. Finites — realities which are projected
in space and are actualized in time.

® 3. Existential and Experiential. Paradise De-

ity is existential, but the emerging Supreme and
Ultimate are experiential.

4. Personal and Impersonal. Deity expan-

sion, personality expression, and universe evo-
lution are forever conditioned by the Father’s
freewill act which forever separated the mind-
spirit-personal meanings and values of actuality
and potentiality centring in the Eternal Son from
those things which centre and inhere in the eter-
nal Isle of Paradise.

1 ¢ PARADISE is a term inclusive of the personal
and the nonpersonal focal Absolutes of all phases
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of universe reality. Paradise, properly qualified,
may connote any and all forms of reality, De-
ity, divinity, personality, and energy — spiritual,
mindal, or material. All share Paradise as the
place of origin, function, and destiny, as regards
values, meanings, and factual existence.

12 ¢ The Isle of Paradise — Paradise not otherwise
qualified — is the Absolute of the material-grav-
ity control of the First Source and Centre. Para-
dise is motionless, being the only stationary thing
in the universe of universes. The Isle of Paradise
has a universe location but no position in space.
This eternal Isle is the actual source of the phys-
ical universes — past, present, and future. The
nuclear Isle of Light is a Deity derivative, but it is
hardly Deity; neither are the material creations a
part of Deity; they are a consequence.

13 Paradise is not a creator; it is a unique control-
ler of many universe activities, far more of a con-
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troller than a reactor. Throughout the material
universes Paradise influences the reactions and
conduct of all beings having to do with force, en-
ergy, and power, but Paradise itself is unique, ex-
clusive, and isolated in the universes. Paradise
represents nothing and nothing represents Para-
dise. It is neither a force nor a presence; it is just
Paradise.

5. PERSONALITY REALITIES

! Personality is a level of deified reality and
ranges from the mortal and midwayer level of the
higher mind activation of worship and wisdom
up through the morontial and spiritual to the at-
tainment of finality of personality status. That
is the evolutionary ascent of mortal- and kin-
dred-creature personality, but there are numer-
ous other orders of universe personalities.

* Reality is subject to universal expansion, per-
sonality to infinite diversification, and both are
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capable of well-nigh unlimited Deity co-ordina-
tion and eternal stabilization. While the meta-
morphic range of nonpersonal reality is definitely
limited, we know of no limitations to the progres-
sive evolution of personality realities.

’ On attained experiential levels all personality
orders or values are associable and even cocrea-
tional. Even God and man can coexist in a uni-
fied personality, as is so exquisitely demonstrated
in the present status of Christ Michael — Son of
Man and Son of God.

* All subinfinite orders and phases of personal-
ity are associative attainables and are potentially
cocreational. The prepersonal, the personal, and
the superpersonal are all linked together by mu-
tual potential of co-ordinate attainment, progres-
sive achievement, and cocreational capacity. But
never does the impersonal directly transmute to
the personal. Personality is never spontaneous;
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it is the gift of the Paradise Father. Personality is
superimposed upon energy, and it is associated
only with living energy systems; identity can be
associated with nonliving energy patterns.

> ¢ The Universal Father is the secret of the re-
ality of personality, the bestowal of personality,
and the destiny of personality. The Eternal Son
is the absolute personality, the secret of spiri-
tual energy, morontia spirits, and perfected spir-
its. The Conjoint Actor is the spirit-mind person-
ality, the source of intelligence, reason, and the
universal mind. But the Isle of Paradise is non-
personal and extraspiritual, being the essence of
the universal body, the source and centre of phys-
ical matter, and the absolute master pattern of
universal material reality.

¢ ¢ These qualities of universal reality are mani-
fest in Urantian human experience on the follow-
ing levels:
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1. Body. The material or physical organism
of man. The living electrochemical mechanism
of animal nature and origin.

8

2. Mind. The thinking, perceiving, and feel-
ing mechanism of the human organism. The to-
tal conscious and unconscious experience. The
intelligence associated with the emotional life
reaching upward through worship and wisdom
to the spirit level.

? 3. Spirit. The divine spirit that indwells the
mind of man — the Thought Adjuster. This im-
mortal spirit is prepersonal — not a personality,
though destined to become a part of the person-
ality of the surviving mortal creature.

10 4. Soul. The soul of man is an experiential

acquirement. As a mortal creature chooses to “do
the will of the Father in heaven,” so the indwelling
spirit becomes the father of a new reality in hu-
man experience. The mortal and material mind
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is the mother* of this same emerging reality. The
substance of this new reality is neither material
nor spiritual — it is morontial. This is the emerg-
ing and immortal soul which is destined to sur-
vive mortal death and begin the Paradise ascen-
sion.

'! ¢ Personality. The personality of mortal man
is neither body, mind, nor spirit; neither is it the
soul. Personality is the one changeless reality in
an otherwise ever-changing creature experience;
and it unifies all other associated factors of indi-
viduality. The personality is the unique bestowal
which the Universal Father makes upon the liv-
ing and associated energies of matter, mind, and
spirit, and which survives with the survival of the

5.10. material mind is the mother, It is curious to note that
both English words matter and mother have the same ori-
gin, namely from the Latin mater and Greek pftnp meaning
‘mother’ Indeed, the maternal instinct and the materialistic ten-
dency have much in common and this was the probable cause
of much conflict between Jesus and his mother.



47 FOREWORD 0:5.12-6.2

morontial soul.

12 ¢ Morontia is a term designating a vast level in-
tervening between the material and the spiritual.
It may designate personal or impersonal realities,
living or nonliving energies. The warp of moron-
tia is spiritual; its woof is physical.

6. ENERGY AND PATTERN

' Any and all things responding to the person-
ality circuit of the Father, we call personal. Any
and all things responding to the spirit circuit of
the Son, we call spirit. Any and all that responds
to the mind circuit of the Conjoint Actor, we call
mind, mind as an attribute of the Infinite Spirit —
mind in all its phases. Any and all that responds
to the material-gravity circuit centring in nether
Paradise, we call matter — energy-matter in all
its metamorphic states.

> ¢ ENERGY we use as an all-inclusive term ap-
plied to spiritual, mindal, and material realms.



FOREWORD 0:6.3-5

Force is also thus broadly used. Power is or-
dinarily limited to the designation of the elec-
tronic level of material or linear-gravity-respon-
sive matter in the grand universe. Power is also
employed to designate sovereignty. We can-
not follow your generally accepted definitions of
force, energy, and power. There is such paucity of
language that we must assign multiple meanings
to these terms.

> ¢ Physical energy is a term denoting all phases
and forms of phenomenal motion, action, and
potential.

*In discussing physical-energy manifestations,
we generally use the terms cosmic force, emer-
gent energy, and universe power. These are often
employed as follows:

> 1. Cosmic force embraces all energies deriv-

ing from the Unqualified Absolute but which are
as yet unresponsive to Paradise gravity.
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® 2. Emergent energy embraces those energies
which are responsive to Paradise gravity but are
as yet unresponsive to local or linear gravity. This
is the pre-electronic level of energy-matter.

7 3. Universe power includes all forms of en-

ergy which, while still responding to Paradise
gravity, are directly responsive to linear gravity.
This is the electronic level of energy-matter and
all subsequent evolutions thereof.

% ¢ Mind is a phenomenon connoting the pres-
ence-activity of living ministry in addition to var-
ied energy systems; and this is true on all levels
of intelligence. In personality, mind ever inter-
venes between spirit and matter; therefore is the
universe illuminated by three kinds of light: ma-
terial light, intellectual insight, and spirit lumi-
nosity.

? ¢ Light — spirit luminosity — is a word sym-
bol, a figure of speech, which connotes the per-
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sonality manifestation characteristic of spirit be-
ings of diverse orders. This luminous emanation
is in no respect related either to intellectual in-
sight or to physical-light manifestations.

19 ¢ PATTERN can be projected as material, spir-
itual, or mindal, or any combination of these en-
ergies. It can pervade personalities, identities,
entities, or nonliving matter. But pattern is pat-
tern and remains pattern; only copies are multi-

plied.

'! Pattern may configure energy, but it does not
control it. Gravity is the sole control of energy-
matter. Neither space nor pattern are gravity re-
sponsive, but there is no relationship between
space and pattern; space is neither pattern nor
potential pattern. Pattern is a configuration of re-
ality which has already paid all gravity debt; the
reality of any pattern consists of its energies, its
mind, spirit, or material components.
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2 In contrast to the aspect of the fotal, pattern
discloses the individual aspect of energy and of
personality. Personality or identity forms are
patterns resultant from energy (physical, spir-
itual, or mindal) but are not inherent therein.
That quality of energy or of personality by virtue
of which pattern is caused to appear may be at-
tributed to God — Deity — to Paradise force en-
dowment, to the coexistence of personality and
power.

" Pattern is a master design from which copies
are made. Eternal Paradise is the absolute of pat-
terns; the Eternal Son is the pattern personality;
the Universal Father is the direct ancestor-source
of both. But Paradise does not bestow pattern,
and the Son cannot bestow personality.

7. THE SUPREME BEING

! The Deity mechanism of the master universe is
twofold as concerns eternity relationships. God
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the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are
eternal — are existential beings — while God the
Supreme, God the Ultimate, and God the Ab-
solute are actualizing Deity personalities of the
post-Havona epochs in the time-space and the
time-space-transcended spheres of master uni-
verse evolutionary expansion. These actualizing
Deity personalities are future eternals from the
time when, and as, they power-personalize in the
growing universes by the technique of the experi-
ential actualization of the associative-creative po-
tentials of the eternal Paradise Deities.

? Deity is, therefore, dual in presence:

> 1. Existential — beings of eternal existence,

past, present, and future.

* 2. Experiential — beings actualizing in the
post-Havona present but of unending existence
throughout all future eternity.

> ¢ The Father, Son, and Spirit are existential —
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existential in actuality (though all potentials are
supposedly experiential). The Supreme and the
Ultimate are wholly experiential. The Deity Ab-
solute is experiential in actualization but existen-
tial in potentiality. The essence of Deity is eter-
nal, but only the three original persons of Deity
are unqualifiedly eternal. All other Deity person-
alities have an origin, but they are eternal in des-
tiny.

® Having achieved existential Deity expression
of himself in the Son and the Spirit, the Father
is now achieving experiential expression on hith-
erto impersonal and unrevealed deity levels as
God the Supreme, God the Ultimate, and God
the Absolute; but these experiential Deities are
not now fully existent; they are in process of ac-
tualization.

7 ¢ God the Supreme in Havona is the personal
spirit reflection of the triune Paradise Deity. This
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associative Deity relationship is now creatively
expanding outward in God the Sevenfold and is
synthesizing in the experiential power of the Al-
mighty Supreme in the grand universe. Para-
dise Deity, existential as three persons, is thus
experientially evolving in two phases of Suprem-
acy, while these dual phases are power-personal-
ity unifying as one Lord, the Supreme Being.

8 The Universal Father achieves freewill libera-
tion from the bonds of infinity and the fetters of
eternity by the technique of trinitization, three-
fold Deity personalization. The Supreme Being
is even now evolving as a subeternal personality
unification of the sevenfold manifestation of De-
ity in the time-space segments of the grand uni-
verse.

® ¢ The Supreme Being is not a direct creator, ex-
cept that he is the father of Majeston, but he is
a synthetic co-ordinator of all creature-Creator
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universe activities. The Supreme Being, now ac-
tualizing in the evolutionary universes, is the De-
ity correlator and synthesizer of time-space di-
vinity, of triune Paradise Deity in experiential as-
sociation with the Supreme Creators of time and
space. When finally actualized, this evolution-
ary Deity will constitute the eternal fusion of the
finite and the infinite — the everlasting and in-
dissoluble union of experiential power and spirit
personality.

" All time-space finite reality, under the di-
rective urge of the evolving Supreme Being, is
engaged in an ever-ascending mobilization and
perfecting unification (power-personality syn-
thesis) of all phases and values of finite reality, in
association with varied phases of Paradise reality,
to the end and for the purpose of subsequently
embarking upon the attempt to reach absonite
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levels of supercreature attainment.

8. GOD THE SEVENFOLD

! To atone for finity of status and to compensate
for creature limitations of concept, the Universal
Father has established the evolutionary creature’s
sevenfold approach to Deity:

2 1. The Paradise Creator Sons.
3

The Ancients of Days.

4 The Seven Master Spirits.

5

The Supreme Being.
God the Spirit.

God the Son.

God the Father.

? ¢ This sevenfold Deity personalization in time
and space and to the seven superuniverses en-
ables mortal man to attain the presence of God,
who is spirit. This sevenfold Deity, to finite time-
space creatures sometime power-personalizing

6

7

8

NS e v
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in the Supreme Being, is the functional Deity of
the mortal evolutionary creatures of the Para-
dise-ascension career. Such an experiential dis-
covery-career of the realization of God begins
with the recognition of the divinity of the Creator
Son of the local universe and ascends through the
superuniverse Ancients of Days and by way of the
person of one of the Seven Master Spirits to the
attainment of the discovery and recognition of
the divine personality of the Universal Father on
Paradise.

10 ¢ The grand universe is the threefold Deity do-
main of the Trinity of Supremacy, God the Seven-
fold, and the Supreme Being. God the Supreme
is potential in the Paradise Trinity, from whom
he derives his personality and spirit attributes;
but he is now actualizing in the Creator Sons,
Ancients of Days, and the Master Spirits, from
whom he derives his power as Almighty to the su-
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peruniverses of time and space. This power man-
ifestation of the immediate God of evolutionary
creatures actually time-space evolves concomi-
tantly with them. The Almighty Supreme, evolv-
ing on the value-level of nonpersonal activities,
and the spirit person of God the Supreme are one
reality — the Supreme Being.

""'The Creator Sons in the Deity association
of God the Sevenfold provide the mechanism
whereby the mortal becomes immortal and the
finite attains the embrace of the infinite. The
Supreme Being provides the technique for the
power-personality mobilization, the divine syn-
thesis, of all these manifold transactions, thus
enabling the finite to attain the absonite and,
through other possible future actualizations, to
attempt the attainment of the Ultimate. The Cre-
ator Sons and their associated Divine Ministers
are participants in this supreme mobilization, but
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the Ancients of Days and the Seven Master Spirits
are probably eternally fixed as permanent admin-
istrators in the grand universe.

12 The function of God the Sevenfold dates from
the organization of the seven superuniverses, and
it will probably expand in connection with the
future evolution of the creations of outer space.
The organization of these future universes of the
primary, secondary, tertiary, and quartan space
levels of progressive evolution will undoubtedly
witness the inauguration of the transcendent and
absonite approach to Deity.

9. GOD THE ULTIMATE

! Just as the Supreme Being progressively evolves
from the antecedent divinity endowment of the
encompassed grand universe potential of energy
and personality, so does God the Ultimate even-
tuate from the potentials of divinity residing in
the transcended time-space domains of the mas-
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ter universe. The actualization of Ultimate Deity
signalizes absonite unification of the first expe-
riential Trinity and signifies unifying Deity ex-
pansion on the second level of creative self-re-
alization. This constitutes the personality-power
equivalent of the universe experiential-Deity ac-
tualization of Paradise absonite realities on the
eventuating levels of transcended time-space val-
ues. The completion of such an experiential un-
foldment is designed to afford ultimate service-
destiny for all time-space creatures who have at-
tained absonite levels through the completed re-
alization of the Supreme Being and by the min-
istry of God the Sevenfold.

* ¢ God the Ultimate is designative of personal
Deity functioning on the divinity levels of the ab-
sonite and on the universe spheres of supertime
and transcended space. The Ultimate is a super-
supreme eventuation of Deity. The Supreme is
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the Trinity unification comprehended by finite
beings; the Ultimate is the unification of the Par-
adise Trinity comprehended by absonite beings.

> The Universal Father, through the mechanism
of evolutionary Deity, is actually engaged in the
stupendous and amazing act of personality focal-
ization and power mobilization, on their respec-
tive universe meaning-levels, of the divine reality
values of the finite, the absonite, and even of the
absolute.

* The first three and past-eternal Deities of Para-
dise — the Universal Father, the Eternal Son, and
the Infinite Spirit — are, in the eternal future, to
be personality-complemented by the experiential
actualization of associate evolutionary Deities —
God the Supreme, God the Ultimate, and possi-
bly God the Absolute.

> ¢ God the Supreme and God the Ultimate, now
evolving in the experiential universes, are not ex-
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istential — not past eternals, only future eter-
nals, time-space-conditioned and transcenden-
tal-conditioned eternals. They are Deities of su-
preme, ultimate, and possibly supreme-ultimate
endowments, but they have experienced historic
universe origins. They will never have an end,
but they do have personality beginnings. They
are indeed actualizations of eternal and infinite
Deity potentials, but they themselves are neither
unqualifiedly eternal nor infinite.

10. GOD THE ABSOLUTE

! There are many features of the eternal reality
of the Deity Absolute which cannot be fully ex-
plained to the time-space finite mind, but the ac-
tualization of God the Absolute would be in con-
sequence of the unification of the second experi-
ential Trinity, the Absolute Trinity. This would
constitute the experiential realization of absolute
divinity, the unification of absolute meanings on
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absolute levels; but we are not certain regarding
the encompassment of all absolute values since
we have at no time been informed that the Qual-
ified Absolute is the equivalent of the Infinite.
Superultimate destinies are involved in absolute
meanings and infinite spirituality, and without
both of these unachieved realities we cannot es-
tablish absolute values.

* God the Absolute is the realization-attainment
goal of all superabsonite beings, but the power
and personality potential of the Deity Absolute
transcends our concept, and we hesitate to dis-
cuss those realities which are so far removed from
experiential actualization.

11. THE THREE ABSOLUTES
"' When the combined thought of the Universal
Father and the Eternal Son, functioning in the
God of Action, constituted the creation of the
divine and central universe, the Father followed
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the expression of his thought into the word of
his Son and the act of their Conjoint Executive
by differentiating his Havona presence from the
potentials of infinity. And these undisclosed in-
finity potentials remain space concealed in the
Unqualified Absolute and divinely enshrouded in
the Deity Absolute, while these two become one
in the functioning of the Universal Absolute, the
unrevealed infinity-unity of the Paradise Father.

? Both potency of cosmic force and potency of
spirit force are in process of progressive revela-
tion-realization as the enrichment of all reality is
effected by experiential growth and through the
correlation of the experiential with the existen-
tial by the Universal Absolute. By virtue of the
equipoising presence of the Universal Absolute,
the First Source and Centre realizes extension of
experiential power, enjoys identification with his
evolutionary creatures, and achieves expansion
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of experiential Deity on the levels of Supremacy,
Ultimacy, and Absoluteness.

> ¢ When it is not possible fully to distinguish
the Deity Absolute from the Unqualified Abso-
lute, their supposedly combined function or co-
ordinated presence is designated the action of the
Universal Absolute.

* 1. The Deity Absolute seems to be the all-
powerful activator, while the Unqualified Abso-
lute appears to be the all-efficient mechanizer
of the supremely unified and ultimately co-ordi-
nated universe of universes, even universes upon
universes, made, making, and yet to be made.

> The Deity Absolute cannot, or at least does
not, react to any universe situation in a subabso-
lute manner. Every response of this Absolute to
any given situation appears to be made in terms
of the welfare of the whole creation of things and
beings, not only in its present state of existence,
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but also in view of the infinite possibilities of all
future eternity.

¢ The Deity Absolute is that potential which was
segregated from total, infinite reality by the free-
will choice of the Universal Father, and within
which all divinity activities — existential and ex-
periential — take place. This is the Qualified Ab-
solute in contradistinction to the Unqualified Ab-
solute; but the Universal Absolute is superaddi-
tive to both in the encompassment of all absolute
potential.

7 2. The Unqualified Absolute is nonpersonal,
extradivine, and undeified. The Unqualified Ab-
solute is therefore devoid of personality, divin-
ity, and all creator prerogatives. Neither fact
nor truth, experience nor revelation, philosophy
nor absonity are able to penetrate the nature and
character of this Absolute without universe qual-
ification.
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8 Let it be made clear that the Unqualified Ab-
solute is a positive reality pervading the grand
universe and, apparently, extending with equal
space presence on out into the force activities and
prematerial evolutions of the staggering stretches
of the space regions beyond the seven superuni-
verses. The Unqualified Absolute is not a mere
negativism of philosophic concept predicated on
the assumptions of metaphysical sophistries con-
cerning the universality, dominance, and pri-
macy of the unconditioned and the unqualified.
The Unqualified Absolute is a positive universe
overcontrol in infinity; this overcontrol is space-
force unlimited but is definitely conditioned by
the presence of life, mind, spirit, and personality,
and is further conditioned by the will-reactions
and purposeful mandates of the Paradise Trinity.

? We are convinced that the Unqualified Abso-
lute is not an undifferentiated and all-pervad-
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ing influence comparable either to the pantheis-
tic concepts of metaphysics or to the sometime
ether hypothesis of science. The Unqualified Ab-
solute is force unlimited and Deity conditioned,
but we do not fully perceive the relation of this
Absolute to the spirit realities of the universes.

10

3. The Universal Absolute, we logically de-
duce, was inevitable in the Universal Father’s ab-
solute freewill act of differentiating universe re-
alities into deified and undeified — personaliz-
able and nonpersonalizable — values. The Uni-
versal Absolute is the Deity phenomenon indica-
tive of the resolution of the tension created by the
freewill act of thus differentiating universe real-
ity, and functions as the associative co-ordinator
of these sum totals of existential potentialities.

' ¢ The tension-presence of the Universal Abso-
lute signifies the adjustment of differential be-
tween deity reality and undeified reality inherent
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in the separation of the dynamics of freewill di-
vinity from the statics of unqualified infinity.

12 ¢ Always remember: Potential infinity is abso-
lute and inseparable from eternity. Actual infin-
ity in time can never be anything but partial and
must therefore be nonabsolute; neither can infin-
ity of actual personality be absolute except in un-
qualified Deity. And it is the differential of infin-
ity potential in the Unqualified Absolute and the
Deity Absolute that eternalizes the Universal Ab-
solute, thereby making it cosmically possible to
have material universes in space and spiritually
possible to have finite personalities in time.

1 The finite can coexist in the cosmos along with
the Infinite only because the associative presence
of the Universal Absolute so perfectly equalizes
the tensions between time and eternity, finity
and infinity, reality potential and reality actuality,
Paradise and space, man and God. Associatively
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the Universal Absolute constitutes the identifica-
tion of the zone of progressing evolutional real-
ity existent in the time-space, and in the tran-
scended time-space, universes of subinfinite De-
ity manifestation.

'* The Universal Absolute is the potential of the
static-dynamic Deity functionally realizable on
time-eternity levels as finite-absolute values and
as possible of experiential-existential approach.
This incomprehensible aspect of Deity may be
static, potential, and associative but is not expe-
rientially creative or evolutional as concerns the
intelligent personalities now functioning in the
master universe.

1> ¢ The Absolute. The two Absolutes — quali-
fied and unqualified — while so apparently diver-
gent in function as they may be observed by mind
creatures, are perfectly and divinely unified in
and by the Universal Absolute. In the last analysis
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and in the final comprehension all three are one
Absolute. On subinfinite levels they are function-
ally differentiated, but in infinity they are ONE.

16 ¢ We never use the term the Absolute as a
negation of aught or as a denial of anything. Nei-
ther do we regard the Universal Absolute as self-
determinative, a sort of pantheistic and imper-
sonal Deity. The Absolute, in all that pertains
to universe personality, is strictly Trinity limited
and Deity dominated.

12. THE TRINITIES

! The original and eternal Paradise Trinity is ex-
istential and was inevitable. This never-begin-
ning Trinity was inherent in the fact of the differ-
entiation of the personal and the nonpersonal by
the Father’s unfettered will and factualized when
his personal will co-ordinated these dual realities
by mind. The post-Havona Trinities are experi-
ential — are inherent in the creation of two sub-
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absolute and evolutional levels of power-person-
ality manifestation in the master universe.

*>¢The Paradise Trinity — the eternal Deity
union of the Universal Father, the Eternal Son,
and the Infinite Spirit — is existential in actual-
ity, but all potentials are experiential. Therefore
does this Trinity constitute the only Deity real-
ity embracing infinity, and therefore do there oc-
cur the universe phenomena of the actualization
of God the Supreme, God the Ultimate, and God
the Absolute.

? ¢ The first and second experiential Trinities,
the post-Havona Trinities, cannot be infinite
because they embrace derived Deities, Deities
evolved by the experiential actualization of reali-
ties created or eventuated by the existential Para-
dise Trinity. Infinity of divinity is being ever en-
riched, if not enlarged, by finity and absonity of

creature and Creator experience.
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* Trinities are truths of relationship and facts of
co-ordinate Deity manifestation. Trinity func-
tions encompass Deity realities, and Deity real-
ities always seek realization and manifestation
in personalization. God the Supreme, God the
Ultimate, and even God the Absolute are there-
fore divine inevitabilities. These three experien-
tial Deities were potential in the existential Trin-
ity, the Paradise Trinity, but their universe emer-
gence as personalities of power is dependent in
part on their own experiential functioning in the
universes of power and personality and in part
on the experiential achievements of the post-Ha-
vona Creators and Trinities.

> ¢ The two post-Havona Trinities, the Ultimate
and the Absolute experiential Trinities, are not
now fully manifest; they are in process of uni-
verse realization. These Deity associations may
be described as follows:
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1. The Ultimate Trinity, now evolving, will
eventually consist of the Supreme Being, the Su-
preme Creator Personalities, and the absonite
Architects of the Master Universe, those unique
universe planners who are neither creators nor
creatures. God the Ultimate will eventually and
inevitably powerize and personalize as the Deity
consequence of the unification of this experien-
tial Ultimate Trinity in the expanding arena of the
well-nigh limitless master universe.

7 2. The Absolute Trinity — the second expe-
riential Trinity — now in process of actualiza-
tion, will consist of God the Supreme, God the
Ultimate, and the unrevealed Consummator of
Universe Destiny. This Trinity functions on both
personal and superpersonal levels, even to the
borders of the nonpersonal, and its unification in
universality would experientialize Absolute De-

ity.
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8 ¢ The Ultimate Trinity is experientially unify-
ing in completion, but we truly doubt the possi-
bility of such full unification of the Absolute Trin-
ity. Our concept, however, of the eternal Paradise
Trinity is an ever-present reminder that Deity
trinitization may accomplish what is otherwise
nonattainable; hence do we postulate the some-
time appearance of the Supreme- Ultimate and the
possible trinitization-factualization of God the
Absolute.

? ¢ The philosophers of the universes postulate
a Trinity of Trinities, an existential-experiential
Trinity Infinite, but they are not able to envisage
its personalization; possibly it would equivalate
to the person of the Universal Father on the con-
ceptual level of the I AM. But irrespective of all
this, the original Paradise Trinity is potentially
infinite since the Universal Father actually is in-
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

"'In formulating the succeeding presentations
having to do with the portrayal of the charac-
ter of the Universal Father and the nature of his
Paradise associates, together with an attempted
description of the perfect central universe and
the encircling seven superuniverses*, we are to
be guided by the mandate of the superuniverse
rulers which directs that we shall, in all our ef-
forts to reveal truth and co-ordinate essential
knowledge, give preference to the highest exist-
ing human concepts pertaining to the subjects to
be presented. We may resort to pure revelation
only when the concept of presentation has had

12.11. succeeding presentations ... seven superuniverses,
Another confirmation (cf. 0:0.1, 0:0.4 and 0:2.11), that this Fore-
word is intended for papers 1-31 only and not the entire so-
called “Urantia Book”.
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no adequate previous expression by the human
mind.

'2 Successive planetary revelations of divine
truth invariably embrace the highest existing
concepts of spiritual values as a part of the new
and enhanced co-ordination of planetary knowl-
edge. Accordingly, in making these presen-
tations about God and his universe associates,
we have selected as the basis of these papers
more than 1,000 human concepts representing
the highest and most advanced planetary knowl-
edge of spiritual values and universe meanings.
Wherein these human concepts, assembled from
the God-knowing mortals of the past and the pre-
sent, are inadequate to portray the truth as we
are directed to reveal it, we will unhesitatingly
supplement them, for this purpose drawing upon
our own superior knowledge of the reality and di-
vinity of the Paradise Deities and their transcen-
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dent residential universe.

'We are fully cognizant of the difficulties of
our assignment; we recognize the impossibility
of fully translating the language of the concepts of
divinity and eternity into the symbols of the lan-
guage of the finite concepts of the mortal mind.
But we know that there dwells within the human
mind a fragment of God, and that there sojourns
with the human soul the Spirit of Truth; and we
further know that these spirit forces conspire to
enable material man to grasp the reality of spiri-
tual values and to comprehend the philosophy of
universe meanings. But even more certainly we
know that these spirits of the Divine Presence are
able to assist man in the spiritual appropriation
of all truth contributory to the enhancement of
the ever-progressing reality of personal religious
experience — God-consciousness.
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Indited by an Orvonton Divine Counsellor,
Chief of the Corps of Superuniverse Personali-
ties assigned to portray on Urantia the truth con-
cerning the Paradise Deities and the universe of
universes.]
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Divine Counsellor

HE Universal Father is the God of all cre-
ation, the First Source and Centre of all
things and beings. First think of God as a cre-
ator, then as a controller, and lastly as an infi-
nite upholder. The truth about the Universal Fa-
ther had begun to dawn upon mankind when the
prophet said: “You, God, are alone; there is none
beside you. You have created the heaven and the
heaven of heavens, with all their hosts; you pre-
serve and control them. By the Sons of God were
the universes made. The Creator covers himself
with light as with a garment and stretches out the
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heavens as a curtain”* Only the concept of the
Universal Father — one God in the place of many
gods — enabled mortal man to comprehend the
Father as divine creator and infinite controller.

> The myriads of planetary systems were all
made to be eventually inhabited by many dif-
ferent types of intelligent creatures, beings who
could know God, receive the divine affection, and
love him in return. The universe of universes is
the work of God and the dwelling place of his di-
verse creatures. “God created the heavens and
formed the earth; he established the universe and
created this world not in vain; he formed it to be
inhabited.”*

0.1. The Creator ... curtain, cf. Psalms 104:1-2: “Bless the
Lorp, O my soul. O Lorp my God, thou art very great; thou
art clothed with honour and majesty. Who coverest thyself with
light as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a

curtain.”
2. “God created ... inhabited.”, cf. Isaiah 45:18: “For thus saith
the LorbD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the
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> The enlightened worlds all recognize and wor-
ship the Universal Father, the eternal maker and
infinite upholder of all creation. The will crea-
tures of universe upon universe have embarked
upon the long, long Paradise journey, the fas-
cinating struggle of the eternal adventure of at-
taining God the Father. The transcendent goal of
the children of time is to find the eternal God, to
comprehend the divine nature, to recognize the
Universal Father. God-knowing creatures have
only one supreme ambition, just one consuming
desire, and that is to become, as they are in their
spheres, like him as he is in his Paradise perfec-
tion of personality and in his universal sphere
of righteous supremacy. From the Universal Fa-
ther who inhabits eternity there has gone forth
the supreme mandate, “Be you perfect, even as

earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in
vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lorb; and there is
none else”
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I am perfect” In love and mercy the messen-
gers of Paradise have carried this divine exhorta-
tion down through the ages and out through the
universes, even to such lowly animal-origin crea-
tures as the human races of Urantia.

* This magnificent and universal injunction to
strive for the attainment of the perfection of di-
vinity is the first duty, and should be the highest
ambition, of all the struggling creature creation
of the God of perfection. This possibility of the
attainment of divine perfection is the final and
certain destiny of all man’s eternal spiritual prog-
ress.

> Urantia mortals can hardly hope to be perfect
in the infinite sense, but it is entirely possible for
human beings, starting out as they do on this pla-
net, to attain the supernal and divine goal which

3. “Be you perfect, even as I am perfect.”, cf. Matthew 5:48:
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect”
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the infinite God has set for mortal man; and when
they do achieve this destiny, they will, in all that
pertains to self-realization and mind attainment,
be just as replete in their sphere of divine per-
fection as God himself is in his sphere of infinity
and eternity. Such perfection may not be univer-
sal in the material sense, unlimited in intellectual
grasp, or final in spiritual experience, but it is fi-
nal and complete in all finite aspects of divinity
of will, perfection of personality motivation, and
God-consciousness.

¢ This is the true meaning of that divine com-
mand, “Be you perfect, even as I am perfect,’
which ever urges mortal man onward and beck-
ons him inward in that long and fascinating
struggle for the attainment of higher and higher
levels of spiritual values and true universe mean-
ings. This sublime search for the God of univer-
ses is the supreme adventure of the inhabitants of
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all the worlds of time and space.

1. THE FATHER'S NAME

" Of all the names by which God the Father is
known throughout the universes, those which
designate him as the First Source and the Uni-
verse Centre are most often encountered. The
First Father is known by various names in differ-
ent universes and in different sectors of the same
universe. The names which the creature assigns
to the Creator are much dependent on the crea-
ture’s concept of the Creator. The First Source
and Universe Centre has never revealed himself
by name*, only by nature. If we believe that we
are the children of this Creator, it is only nat-
ural that we should eventually call him Father.
But this is the name of our own choosing, and it

1.1. has never revealed himself by name, Therefore, it is utter
folly to wage war (or even as much as argue) about the various
names of God as some do in their superstitious blindness.



86 THE UNIVERSAL FATHER 1:1.2

grows out of the recognition of our personal re-
lationship with the First Source and Centre.

* The Universal Father never imposes any form
of arbitrary recognition, formal worship, or slav-
ish service upon the intelligent will creatures of
the universes. The evolutionary inhabitants of
the worlds of time and space must of themselves
— in their own hearts — recognize, love, and
voluntarily worship him. The Creator refuses to
coerce or compel the submission of the spiritual
free wills of his material creatures. The affection-
ate dedication of the human will to the doing of
the Father’s will is man’s choicest gift to God; in
fact, such a consecration of creature will consti-
tutes man’s only possible gift of true value to the
Paradise Father. In God, man lives, moves, and
has his being; there is nothing which man can
give to God except this choosing to abide by the
Father’s will, and such decisions, effected by the
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intelligent will creatures of the universes, con-
stitute the reality of that true worship which is
so satisfying to the love-dominated nature of the
Creator Father.

> When you have once become truly God-con-
scious, after you really discover the majestic Cre-
ator and begin to experience the realization of
the indwelling presence of the divine control-
ler, then, in accordance with your enlightenment
and in accordance with the manner and method
by which the divine Sons reveal God, you will
find a name for the Universal Father which will
be adequately expressive of your concept of the
First Great Source and Centre. And so, on dif-
ferent worlds and in various universes, the Cre-
ator becomes known by numerous appellations,
in spirit of relationship all meaning the same but,
in words and symbols, each name standing for
the degree, the depth, of his enthronement in the
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hearts of his creatures of any given realm.

* ¢ Near the centre of the universe of univer-
ses, the Universal Father is generally known by
names which may be regarded as meaning the
First Source. Farther out in the universes of
space, the terms employed to designate the Uni-
versal Father more often mean the Universal
Centre. Still farther out in the starry creation,
he is known, as on the headquarters world of
your local universe, as the First Creative Source
and Divine Centre. In one near-by constellation
God is called the Father of Universes. In another,
the Infinite Upholder, and to the east, the Divine
Controller. He has also been designated the Fa-
ther of Lights, the Gift of Life, and the All-pow-
erful One.

> On those worlds where a Paradise Son has
lived a bestowal life, God is generally known by
some name indicative of personal relationship,
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tender affection, and fatherly devotion. On your
constellation headquarters God is referred to as
the Universal Father, and on different planets in
your local system of inhabited worlds he is var-
iously known as the Father of Fathers, the Par-
adise Father, the Havona Father, and the Spirit
Father. Those who know God through the rev-
elations of the bestowals of the Paradise Sons,
eventually yield to the sentimental appeal of the
touching relationship of the creature-Creator as-
sociation and refer to God as “our Father”

¢ On a planet of sex creatures, in a world where
the impulses of parental emotion are inherent in
the hearts of its intelligent beings, the term Father
becomes a very expressive and appropriate name
for the eternal God. He is best known, most uni-
versally acknowledged, on your planet, Urantia,
by the name God. The name he is given is of lit-
tle importance; the significant thing is that you
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should know him and aspire to be like him. Your
prophets of old truly called him “the everlasting
God™ and referred to him as the one who “in-
habits eternity.”*

2. THE REALITY OF GOD

" God is primal reality in the spirit world; God
is the source of truth in the mind spheres; God
overshadows all throughout the material realms.
To all created intelligences God is a personality,
and to the universe of universes he is the First
Source and Centre of eternal reality. God is nei-
ther manlike nor machinelike. The First Father is
universal spirit, eternal truth, infinite reality, and
father personality.

* ¢ The eternal God is infinitely more than real-

6. “the everlasting God”, cf. Isaiah 40:28: D‘?W ‘ﬂb& = “God
of eternity”.

6. one who “inhabits eternity”, cf. Isaiah 57:15: IV ]DW =
“dwelling eternally” or “inhabiting eternity”.
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ity idealized or the universe personalized. God is
not simply the supreme desire of man, the mortal
quest objectified. Neither is God merely a con-
cept, the power-potential of righteousness. The
Universal Father is not a synonym for nature,
neither is he natural law personified. God is a
transcendent reality, not merely man’s traditional
concept of supreme values. God is not a psycho-
logical focalization of spiritual meanings, neither
is he “the noblest work of man”* God may be any
or all of these concepts in the minds of men, but
he is more. He is a saving person and a loving
Father to all who enjoy spiritual peace on earth,
and who crave to experience personality survival
in death.

¢ The actuality of the existence of God is
demonstrated in human experience by the in-

2.2. “the noblest work of man”, The words “An honest God is
the noblest work of man.” belong to an American lawyer Robert
Green Ingersoll (1833-1899).
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dwelling of the divine presence, the spirit Mon-
itor sent from Paradise to live in the mortal mind
of man and there to assist in evolving the immor-
tal soul of eternal survival. The presence of this
divine Adjuster in the human mind is disclosed
by three experiential phenomena:

* 1. Theintellectual capacity for knowing God

— God-consciousness.

> 2. The spiritual urge to find God — God-
seeking.

¢ 3. The personality craving to be like God —
the wholehearted desire to do the Father’s will.

7 ¢ The existence of God can never be proved by
scientific experiment or by the pure reason oflog-
ical deduction. God can be realized only in the
realms of human experience; nevertheless, the
true concept of the reality of God is reasonable
to logic, plausible to philosophy, essential to reli-
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gion, and indispensable to any hope of personal-
ity survival.

8 Those who know God have experienced the
fact of his presence; such God-knowing mor-
tals hold in their personal experience the only
positive proof of the existence of the living God
which one human being can offer to another.
The existence of God is utterly beyond all pos-
sibility of demonstration except for the contact
between the God-consciousness of the human
mind and the God-presence of the Thought Ad-
juster that indwells the mortal intellect and is be-
stowed upon man as the free gift of the Universal
Father.

? ¢In theory you may think of God as the Cre-
ator, and he is the personal creator of Paradise
and the central universe of perfection, but the
universes of time and space are all created and
organized by the Paradise corps of the Creator
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Sons. The Universal Father is not the personal
creator of the local universe of Nebadon; the uni-
verse in which you live is the creation of his Son
Michael. Though the Father does not personally
create the evolutionary universes, he does con-
trol them in many of their universal relationships
and in certain of their manifestations of physical,
mindal, and spiritual energies. God the Father is
the personal creator of the Paradise universe and,
in association with the Eternal Son, the creator of
all other personal universe Creators.

19¢ As a physical controller in the material uni-
verse of universes, the First Source and Centre
functions in the patterns of the eternal Isle of
Paradise, and through this absolute gravity cen-
tre the eternal God exercises cosmic overcontrol
of the physical level equally in the central uni-
verse and throughout the universe of universes.
As mind, God functions in the Deity of the Infi-
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nite Spirit; as spirit, God is manifest in the person
of the Eternal Son and in the persons of the divine
children of the Eternal Son. This interrelation
of the First Source and Centre with the co-ordi-
nate Persons and Absolutes of Paradise does not
in the least preclude the direct personal action of
the Universal Father throughout all creation and
on all levels thereof. Through the presence of his
fragmentized spirit the Creator Father maintains
immediate contact with his creature children and
his created universes.

3. GOD IS A UNIVERSAL SPIRIT
' “God is spirit”* He is a universal spiritual pres-
ence. The Universal Father is an infinite spiri-
tual reality; he is “the sovereign, eternal, immor-
tal, invisible, and only true God™ Even though

3.1. “God is spirit”, cf. John 4:24: “God is a Spirit: and they

that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth?”
1. “the sovereign, ... only true God.”, cf. 1 Timothy 1:17: “Now
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you are “the offspring of God,” you ought not to
think that the Father is like yourselves in form
and physique because you are said to be created
“in his image” — indwelt by Mystery Monitors
dispatched from the central abode of his eternal
presence. Spirit beings are real, notwithstand-
ing they are invisible to human eyes; even though
they have not flesh and blood.

? Said the seer of old: “Lo, he goes by me, and
I see him not; he passes on also, but I perceive
him not”™* We may constantly observe the works
of God, we may be highly conscious of the mate-
rial evidences of his majestic conduct, but rarely
may we gaze upon the visible manifestation of his
divinity, not even to behold the presence of his
delegated spirit of human indwelling.

unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be
honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

2. “Lo, he goes ... perceive him not.”, This is a direct quote of
Job 9:11.
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> The Universal Father is not invisible because
he is hiding himself away from the lowly crea-
tures of materialistic handicaps and limited spir-
itual endowments. The situation rather is: “You
cannot see my face, for no mortal can see me and
live”* No material man could behold the spirit
God and preserve his mortal existence. The glory
and the spiritual brilliance of the divine person-
ality presence is impossible of approach by the
lower groups of spirit beings or by any order of
material personalities. The spiritual luminosity
of the Father’s personal presence is a “light which
no mortal man can approach; which no material
creature has seen or can see” But it is not neces-

3. “You cannot ... and live”, cf. Exodus 33:20: “And he said,
Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and
live”

3. “light which ... cansee”, cf. 1 Timothy 6:16: “Who only hath
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour
and power everlasting. Amen.”
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sary to see God with the eyes of the flesh in order
to discern him by the faith-vision of the spiritu-
alized mind.

* ¢ The spirit nature of the Universal Father is
shared fully with his coexistent self, the Eternal
Son of Paradise. Both the Father and the Son
in like manner share the universal and eternal
spirit fully and unreservedly with their conjoint
personality co-ordinate, the Infinite Spirit. God’s
spirit is, in and of himself, absolute; in the Son it
is unqualified, in the Spirit, universal, and in and
by all of them, infinite.

> ¢ God is a universal spirit; God is the universal
person. The supreme personal reality of the finite
creation is spirit; the ultimate reality of the per-
sonal cosmos is absonite spirit. Only the levels
of infinity are absolute, and only on such levels is
there finality of oneness between matter, mind,
and spirit.



99 THE UNIVERSAL FATHER 1:3.6-7

¢ ¢In the universes God the Father is, in po-
tential, the overcontroller of matter, mind, and
spirit. Only by means of his far-flung personality
circuit does God deal directly with the person-
alities of his vast creation of will creatures, but
he is contactable (outside of Paradise) only in the
presences of his fragmented entities, the will of
God abroad in the universes. This Paradise spirit
that indwells the minds of the mortals of time and
there fosters the evolution of the immortal soul
of the surviving creature is of the nature and di-
vinity of the Universal Father. But the minds of
such evolutionary creatures originate in the lo-
cal universes and must gain divine perfection by
achieving those experiential transformations of
spiritual attainment which are the inevitable re-
sult of a creature’s choosing to do the will of the
Father in heaven.

7¢In the inner experience of man, mind is
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joined to matter. Such material-linked minds
cannot survive mortal death. The technique of
survival is embraced in those adjustments of the
human will and those transformations in the
mortal mind whereby such a God-conscious in-
tellect gradually becomes spirit taught and even-
tually spirit led. This evolution of the human
mind from matter association to spirit union re-
sults in the transmutation of the potentially spirit
phases of the mortal mind into the morontia re-
alities of the immortal soul. Mortal mind sub-
servient to matter is destined to become increas-
ingly material and consequently to suffer even-
tual personality extinction; mind yielded to spirit
is destined to become increasingly spiritual and
ultimately to achieve oneness with the surviving
and guiding divine spirit and in this way to attain
survival and eternity of personality existence.

81 come forth from the Eternal, and I have re-
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peatedly returned to the presence of the Univer-
sal Father. I know of the actuality and personality
of the First Source and Centre, the Eternal and
Universal Father. I know that, while the great
God is absolute, eternal, and infinite, he is also
good, divine, and gracious. I know the truth of
the great declarations: “God is spirit” and “God
is love,” and these two attributes are most com-
pletely revealed to the universe in the Eternal
Son.

4. THE MYSTERY OF GOD

! 'The infinity of the perfection of God is such
that it eternally constitutes him mystery. And the
greatest of all the unfathomable mysteries of God
is the phenomenon of the divine indwelling of
mortal minds. The manner in which the Univer-
sal Father sojourns with the creatures of time is
the most profound of all universe mysteries; the
divine presence in the mind of man is the mys-
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tery of mysteries.

* The physical bodies of mortals are “the tem-
ples of God.™ Notwithstanding that the Sover-
eign Creator Sons come near the creatures of
their inhabited worlds and “draw all men to
themselves”; though they “stand at the door”
of consciousness “and knock” and delight to
come in to all who will “open the doors of their
hearts”; although there does exist this intimate
personal communion between the Creator Sons
and their mortal creatures, nevertheless, mortal
men have something from God himself which
actually dwells within them; their bodies are the
temples thereof.

> When you are through down here, when your
course has been run in temporary form on earth,
when your trial trip in the flesh is finished, when

4.2. “the temples of God?”, cf. 1 Corinthians 3:16: “Know ye
not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?”
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the dust that composes the mortal tabernacle “re-
turns to the earth whence it came”; then, it is re-
vealed, the indwelling “Spirit shall return to God
who gave it”* There sojourns within each moral
being of this planet a fragment of God, a part and
parcel of divinity. It is not yet yours by right of
possession, but it is designedly intended to be one
with you if you survive the mortal existence.

* ¢ We are constantly confronted with this mys-
tery of God; we are nonplussed by the increasing
unfolding of the endless panorama of the truth
of his infinite goodness, endless mercy, matchless
wisdom, and superb character.

> ¢ The divine mystery consists in the inherent
difference which exists between the finite and the

3. when the dust ... to God who gave it”, cf. Ecclesiastes 12:7:
“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit
shall return unto God who gave it” Note, that “as it was” is a
more accurate rendering of both the Hebrew (MT) H“DWD and
the Greek (LXX) wg nv.
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infinite, the temporal and the eternal, the time-
space creature and the Universal Creator, the ma-
terial and the spiritual, the imperfection of man
and the perfection of Paradise Deity. The God
of universal love unfailingly manifests himself to
every one of his creatures up to the fullness of that
creature’s capacity to spiritually grasp the quali-
ties of divine truth, beauty, and goodness.

¢ To every spirit being and to every mortal crea-
ture in every sphere and on every world of the
universe of universes, the Universal Father re-
veals all of his gracious and divine self that can
be discerned or comprehended by such spirit be-
ings and by such mortal creatures. God is no
respecter of persons, either spiritual or material.
The divine presence which any child of the uni-
verse enjoys at any given moment is limited only
by the capacity of such a creature to receive and to
discern the spirit actualities of the supermaterial
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world.

7 As areality in human spiritual experience God
is not a mystery. But when an attempt is made to
make plain the realities of the spirit world to the
physical minds of the material order, mystery ap-
pears: mysteries so subtle and so profound that
only the faith-grasp of the God-knowing mortal
can achieve the philosophic miracle of the rec-
ognition of the Infinite by the finite, the discern-
ment of the eternal God by the evolving mortals
of the material worlds of time and space.

5. PERSONALITY OF THE UNIVERSAL

FATHER
' Do not permit the magnitude of God, his in-

finity, either to obscure or eclipse his personality.
“He who planned the ear, shall he not hear? He
who formed the eye, shall he not see?” The Uni-
versal Father is the acme of divine personality; he

5.1. “He who planned ... not see?”, cf. Psalms 94:9: “He that
planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed the eye, shall
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is the origin and destiny of personality through-
out all creation. God is both infinite and per-
sonal; he is an infinite personality. The Father is
truly a personality, notwithstanding that the in-
finity of his person places him forever beyond the
full comprehension of material and finite beings.

*> God is much more than a personality as per-
sonality is understood by the human mind; he
is even far more than any possible concept of a
superpersonality. But it is utterly futile to dis-
cuss such incomprehensible concepts of divine
personality with the minds of material creatures
whose maximum concept of the reality of being

he not see?” Note, that “he that planted” is a more accurate
translation of the Hebrew ¥ f_Dﬁ:l and Greek 6 gutevoag, than “he
who planned” given in the text. This is probably intentional to
differentiate between God as the First Source and Centre from
the Creator Son or even from the ultimate actual agencies (Life
Carriers) who directly “planted” the ear and all other organs.
But if so, then why is 13° correctly given as “he who formed” in
the second part of this verse?
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consists in the idea and ideal of personality. The
material creature’s highest possible concept of the
Universal Creator is embraced within the spiri-
tual ideals of the exalted idea of divine personal-
ity. Therefore, although you may know that God
must be much more than the human conception
of personality, you equally well know that the
Universal Father cannot possibly be anything less
than an eternal, infinite, true, good, and beautiful
personality.

’ God is not hiding from any of his creatures.
He is unapproachable to so many orders of be-
ings only because he “dwells in a light which no
material creature can approach.” The immensity
and grandeur of the divine personality is beyond
the grasp of the unperfected mind of evolution-
ary mortals. He “measures the waters in the hol-
low of his hand, measures a universe with the
span of his hand. It is he who sits on the cir-



108 THE UNIVERSAL FATHER 1:5.4

cle of the earth, who stretches out the heavens
as a curtain and spreads them out as a universe
to dwell in” “Lift up your eyes on high and be-
hold who has created all these things, who brings
out their worlds by number and calls them all by
their names”; and so it is true that “the invisi-
ble things of God are partially understood by the
things which are made” Today, and as you are,
you must discern the invisible Maker through his
manifold and diverse creation, as well as through
the revelation and ministration of his Sons and

their numerous subordinates.

* Even though material mortals cannot see the
person of God, they should rejoice in the assur-
ance that he is a person; by faith accept the truth
which portrays that the Universal Father so loved

3. “the invisible ... are made.”, cf. Romans 1:20: “For the invis-
ible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.”
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the world as to provide for the eternal spiritual
progression of its lowly inhabitants; that he “de-
lights in his children” God is lacking in none of
those superhuman and divine attributes which
constitute a perfect, eternal, loving, and infinite
Creator personality.

> ¢ In the local creations (excepting the person-
nel of the superuniverses) God has no personal or
residential manifestation aside from the Paradise
Creator Sons who are the fathers of the inhabited
worlds and the sovereigns of the local universes.
If the faith of the creature were perfect, he would
assuredly know that when he had seen a Creator
Son he had seen the Universal Father; in seeking
for the Father, he would not ask nor expect to see
other than the Son. Mortal man simply cannot
see God until he achieves completed spirit trans-
formation and actually attains Paradise.

® The natures of the Paradise Creator Sons do
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not encompass all the unqualified potentials of
the universal absoluteness of the infinite nature
of the First Great Source and Centre, but the Uni-
versal Father is in every way divinely present in
the Creator Sons. The Father and his Sons are
one. These Paradise Sons of the order of Mi-
chael are perfect personalities, even the pattern
for all local universe personality from that of the
Bright and Morning Star down to the lowest hu-
man creature of progressing animal evolution.

7 ¢ Without God and except for his great and
central person, there would be no personality
throughout all the vast universe of universes.
God is personality.

® ¢ Notwithstanding that God is an eternal
power, a majestic presence, a transcendent ideal,
and a glorious spirit, though he is all these and
infinitely more, nonetheless, he is truly and ever-
lastingly a perfect Creator personality, a person
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who can “know and be known,” who can “love
and be loved,” and one who can befriend us; while
you can be known, as other humans have been
known, as the friend of God. He is a real spirit
and a spiritual reality.

®As we see the Universal Father revealed
throughout his universe; as we discern him in-
dwelling his myriads of creatures; as we behold
him in the persons of his Sovereign Sons; as we
continue to sense his divine presence here and
there, near and afar, let us not doubt nor ques-
tion his personality primacy. Notwithstanding
all these far-flung distributions, he remains a true
person and everlastingly maintains personal con-
nection with the countless hosts of his creatures
scattered throughout the universe of universes.

10 ¢ The idea of the personality of the Universal
Father is an enlarged and truer concept of God
which has come to mankind chiefly through rev-
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elation. Reason, wisdom, and religious experi-
ence all infer and imply the personality of God,
but they do not altogether validate it. Even the
indwelling Thought Adjuster is prepersonal. The
truth and maturity of any religion is directly pro-
portional to its concept of the infinite personal-
ity of God and to its grasp of the absolute unity
of Deity. The idea of a personal Deity becomes,
then, the measure of religious maturity after reli-
gion has first formulated the concept of the unity
of God.

! Primitive religion had many personal gods,
and they were fashioned in the image of man.
Revelation affirms the validity of the personal-
ity concept of God which is merely possible in
the scientific postulate of a First Cause and is
only provisionally suggested in the philosophic
idea of Universal Unity. Only by personality ap-
proach can any person begin to comprehend the
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unity of God. To deny the personality of the First
Source and Centre leaves one only the choice of
two philosophic dilemmas: materialism or pan-
theism.

2 In the contemplation of Deity, the concept of
personality must be divested of the idea of cor-
poreality. A material body is not indispensable
to personality in either man or God. The corpo-
reality error is shown in both extremes of human
philosophy. In materialism, since man loses his
body at death, he ceases to exist as a personality;
in pantheism, since God has no body, he is not,
therefore, a person. The superhuman type of pro-
gressing personality functions in a union of mind
and spirit.

1 ¢ Personality is not simply an attribute of God;
it rather stands for the totality of the co-ordinated
infinite nature and the unified divine will which
is exhibited in eternity and universality of perfect
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expression. Personality, in the supreme sense, is
the revelation of God to the universe of universes.

'* ¢ God, being eternal, universal, absolute, and
infinite, does not grow in knowledge nor increase
in wisdom. God does not acquire experience, as
finite man might conjecture or comprehend, but
he does, within the realms of his own eternal per-
sonality, enjoy those continuous expansions of
self-realization which are in certain ways compa-
rable to, and analogous with, the acquirement of
new experience by the finite creatures of the evo-
lutionary worlds.

> The absolute perfection of the infinite God
would cause him to suffer the awful limitations
of unqualified finality of perfectness were it not a
fact that the Universal Father directly participates
in the personality struggle of every imperfect
soul in the wide universe who seeks, by divine
aid, to ascend to the spiritually perfect worlds
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on high. This progressive experience of every
spirit being and every mortal creature through-
out the universe of universes is a part of the Fa-
ther’s ever-expanding Deity-consciousness of the
never-ending divine circle of ceaseless self-real-
ization.

10Tt is literally true: “In all your afflictions he is
afflicted” “In all your triumphs he triumphs in
and with you.” His prepersonal divine spirit is a
real part of you. The Isle of Paradise responds to
all the physical metamorphoses of the universe of
universes; the Eternal Son includes all the spirit
impulses of all creation; the Conjoint Actor en-
compasses all the mind expression of the expand-
ing cosmos. The Universal Father realizes in the
fullness of the divine consciousness all the indi-

16. “In all ... afflicted”, cf. Isaiah 63:9: “In all their affliction
he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his
love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and
carried them all the days of old”
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vidual experience of the progressive struggles of
the expanding minds and the ascending spirits of
every entity, being, and personality of the whole
evolutionary creation of time and space. And all
this is literally true, for “in Him we all live and
move and have our being™*

6. PERSONALITY IN THE UNIVERSE
" Human personality is the time-space image-
shadow cast by the divine Creator personality.
And no actuality can ever be adequately compre-
hended by an examination of its shadow. Shad-
ows should be interpreted in terms of the true
substance.

16. “in Him we all live and move and have our being”, cf.
Acts 17:28: “For in him we live, and move, and have our be-
ing; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are
also his offspring” Here, by “certain also of your own poets”
Paul is probably referring to Aratus (315-240 B.C.) who wrote
in @awvopeva 4-5: “Everywhere everyone is indebted to Zeus.
For we are indeed his offspring”
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> ¢God is to science a cause, to philosophy an
idea, to religion a person, even the loving heav-
enly Father. God is to the scientist a primal force,
to the philosopher a hypothesis of unity, to the
religionist a living spiritual experience. Man’ in-
adequate concept of the personality of the Uni-
versal Father can be improved only by man’s spir-
itual progress in the universe and will become
truly adequate only when the pilgrims of time
and space finally attain the divine embrace of the
living God on Paradise.

> Never lose sight of the antipodal viewpoints of
personality as it is conceived by God and man.
Man views and comprehends personality, look-
ing from the finite to the infinite; God looks from
the infinite to the finite. Man possesses the low-
est type of personality; God, the highest, even su-
preme, ultimate, and absolute. Therefore did the
better concepts of the divine personality have pa-
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tiently to await the appearance of improved ideas
of human personality, especially the enhanced
revelation of both human and divine personal-
ity in the Urantian bestowal life of Michael, the
Creator Son.

* ¢ The prepersonal divine spirit which indwells
the mortal mind carries, in its very presence, the
valid proof of its actual existence, but the concept
of the divine personality can be grasped only by
the spiritual insight of genuine personal religious
experience. Any person, human or divine, may
be known and comprehended quite apart from
the external reactions or the material presence of
that person.*

> Some degree of moral affinity and spiritual
harmony is essential to friendship between two

6.4. Any person ... may be known ... quite apart from ... ma-
terial presence of that person., How can this be possible? By
virtue of the direct link to the Father’s personality circuit per-
haps?
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persons; a loving personality can hardly reveal
himself to a loveless person. Even to approach
the knowing of a divine personality, all of man’s
personality endowments must be wholly conse-
crated to the effort; half-hearted, partial devotion
will be unavailing.

¢ The more completely man understands him-
self and appreciates the personality values of his
fellows, the more he will crave to know the Orig-
inal Personality, and the more earnestly such a
God-knowing human will strive to become like
the Original Personality. You can argue over
opinions about God, but experience with him
and in him exists above and beyond all human
controversy and mere intellectual logic. The
God-knowing man describes his spiritual expe-
riences, not to convince unbelievers, but for the
edification and mutual satisfaction of believers.

7 ¢ To assume that the universe can be known,
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that it is intelligible, is to assume that the universe
is mind made and personality managed. Man’s
mind can only perceive the mind phenomena of
other minds, be they human or superhuman. If
man’s personality can experience the universe,
there is a divine mind and an actual personality
somewhere concealed in that universe.

% ¢ God is spirit — spirit personality; man is also
a spirit — potential spirit personality. Jesus of
Nazareth attained the full realization of this po-
tential of spirit personality in human experience;
therefore his life of achieving the Father’s will be-
comes mans most real and ideal revelation of the
personality of God. Even though the personal-
ity of the Universal Father can be grasped only in
actual religious experience, in Jesus’ earth life we
are inspired by the perfect demonstration of such
a realization and revelation of the personality of
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God in a truly human experience.

7. SPIRITUAL VALUE OF THE

PERSONALITY CONCEPT
! When Jesus talked about “the living God,” he

referred to a personal Deity — the Father in
heaven. The concept of the personality of Deity
facilitates fellowship; it favours intelligent wor-
ship; it promotes refreshing trustfulness. Inter-
actions can be had between nonpersonal things,
but not fellowship. The fellowship relation of fa-
ther and son, as between God and man, cannot
be enjoyed unless both are persons. Only per-
sonalities can commune with each other, albeit
this personal communion may be greatly facili-
tated by the presence of just such an impersonal
entity as the Thought Adjuster.

> Man does not achieve union with God as a
drop of water might find unity with the ocean.
Man attains divine union by progressive recip-
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rocal spiritual communion, by personality in-
tercourse with the personal God, by increas-
ingly attaining the divine nature through whole-
hearted and intelligent conformity to the divine
will. Such a sublime relationship can exist only
between personalities.

? ¢ The concept of truth might possibly be en-
tertained apart from personality, the concept of
beauty may exist without personality, but the
concept of divine goodness is understandable
only in relation to personality. Only a person can
love and be loved. Even beauty and truth would
be divorced from survival hope if they were not
attributes of a personal God, a loving Father.

*¢We cannot fully understand how God can
be primal, changeless, all-powerful, and perfect,
and at the same time be surrounded by an ever-
changing and apparently law-limited universe,
an evolving universe of relative imperfections.
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But we can know such a truth in our own personal
experience since we all maintain identity of per-
sonality and unity of will in spite of the constant
changing of both ourselves and our environment.

> Ultimate universe reality cannot be grasped by
mathematics, logic, or philosophy, only by per-
sonal experience in progressive conformity to the
divine will of a personal God. Neither science,
philosophy, nor theology can validate the per-
sonality of God. Only the personal experience of
the faith sons of the heavenly Father can effect
the actual spiritual realization of the personality
of God.

% ¢ The higher concepts of universe personality
imply: identity, self-consciousness, self-will, and
possibility for self-revelation. And these charac-
teristics further imply fellowship with other and
equal personalities, such as exists in the person-
ality associations of the Paradise Deities. And the
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absolute unity of these associations is so perfect
that divinity becomes known by indivisibility, by
oneness. “The Lord God is one.” Indivisibility of
personality does not interfere with God’s bestow-
ing his spirit to live in the hearts of mortal men.
Indivisibility of a human father’s personality does
not prevent the reproduction of mortal sons and
daughters.

7 This concept of indivisibility in association
with the concept of unity implies transcendence
of both time and space by the Ultimacy of Deity;
therefore neither space nor time can be absolute
or infinite. The First Source and Centre is that in-
finity who unqualifiedly transcends all mind, all
matter, and all spirit.

7.6. “The Lord God is one.”, The Hebrew text of Deteron-
omy 6:4 reads: TN T ATTON T DR YW “Hear,
O Israel! Yahweh our God Yahweh is One Thls formula is lit-
erally quoted in the Greek text of Mark 12:29: Axove, Topan,
KUpLog 6 BedG U@V kOpLog €lg EoTwv.
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8 The fact of the Paradise Trinity in no manner
violates the truth of the divine unity. The three
personalities of Paradise Deity are, in all universe
reality reactions and in all creature relations, as
one. Neither does the existence of these three
eternal persons violate the truth of the indivisi-
bility of Deity. I am fully aware that I have at my
command no language adequate to make clear
to the mortal mind how these universe problems
appear to us. But you should not become dis-
couraged; not all of these things are wholly clear
to even the high personalities belonging to my
group of Paradise beings. Ever bear in mind that
these profound truths pertaining to Deity will in-
creasingly clarify as your minds become progres-
sively spiritualized during the successive epochs
of the long mortal ascent to Paradise.

? [Presented by a Divine Counsellor, a mem-
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ber of a group of celestial personalities assigned
by the Ancients of Days on Uversa, the head-
quarters of the seventh superuniverse, to super-
vise those portions of this forthcoming revela-
tion which have to do with affairs beyond the
borders of the local universe of Nebadon. I am
commissioned to sponsor those papers portray-
ing the nature and attributes of God because I
represent the highest source of information avail-
able for such a purpose on any inhabited world. I
have served as a Divine Counsellor in all seven of
the superuniverses and have long resided at the
Paradise centre of all things. Many times have
I enjoyed the supreme pleasure of a sojourn in
the immediate personal presence of the Univer-
sal Father. I portray the reality and truth of the
Father’s nature and attributes with unchallenge-
able authority; I know whereof I speak.]
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Divine Counsellor

NASMUCH as man’s highest possible concept
of God is embraced within the human idea
and ideal of a primal and infinite personality, it
is permissible, and may prove helpful, to study
certain characteristics of the divine nature which
constitute the character of Deity. The nature of
God can best be understood by the revelation of
the Father which Michael of Nebadon unfolded
in his manifold teachings and in his superb mor-
tal life in the flesh. The divine nature can also be
better understood by man if he regards himself as
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a child of God and looks up to the Paradise Cre-
ator as a true spiritual Father.

* The nature of God can be studied in a reve-
lation of supreme ideas, the divine character can
be envisaged as a portrayal of supernal ideals, but
the most enlightening and spiritually edifying of
all revelations of the divine nature is to be found
in the comprehension of the religious life of Jesus
of Nazareth, both before and after his attainment
of full consciousness of divinity. If the incarnated
life of Michael is taken as the background of the
revelation of God to man, we may attempt to put
in human word symbols certain ideas and ideals
concerning the divine nature which may possibly
contribute to a further illumination and unifica-
tion of the human concept of the nature and the
character of the personality of the Universal Fa-
ther.

>In all our efforts to enlarge and spiritualize
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the human concept of God, we are tremendously
handicapped by the limited capacity of the mor-
tal mind. We are also seriously handicapped in
the execution of our assignment by the limita-
tions of language and by the poverty of mate-
rial which can be utilized for purposes of illus-
tration or comparison in our efforts to portray
divine values and to present spiritual meanings
to the finite, mortal mind of man. All our efforts
to enlarge the human concept of God would be
well-nigh futile except for the fact that the mor-
tal mind is indwelt by the bestowed Adjuster of
the Universal Father and is pervaded by the Truth
Spirit of the Creator Son. Depending, therefore,
on the presence of these divine spirits within the
heart of man for assistance in the enlargement of
the concept of God, I cheerfully undertake the
execution of my mandate to attempt the further
portrayal of the nature of God to the mind of
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man.

1. THE INFINITY OF GOD

Touching the Infinite*, we cannot find him
out. The divine footsteps are not known.” “His
understanding is infinite and his greatness is un-
searchable” The blinding light of the Father’s
presence is such that to his lowly creatures he ap-
parently “dwells in the thick darkness” Not only
are his thoughts and plans unsearchable, but “he
does great and marvellous things without num-
ber” “God is great; we comprehend him not, nei-
ther can the number of his years be searched out.”
“Will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold,
the heaven (universe) and the heaven of heav-
ens (universe of universes) cannot contain him.”

1 «

1.1. Touching the Infinite, Here, as well as in all 30 occurrences
of “touching” in the KJV, where this quote comes from, viz.
Job 37:23, is of course used as a preposition meaning “regard-
ing’, “concerning”. The same applies to the usage in 96:6.4.
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“How unsearchable are his judgments and his
ways past finding out!”

2 “There is but one God, the infinite Father, who
is also a faithful Creator” “The divine Creator is
also the Universal Disposer, the source and des-
tiny of souls. He is the Supreme Soul, the Primal
Mind, and the Unlimited Spirit of all creation.”
“The great Controller makes no mistakes. He
is resplendent in majesty and glory” “The Cre-
ator God is wholly devoid of fear and enmity.
He is immortal, eternal, self-existent, divine, and
bountiful.” “How pure and beautiful, how deep
and unfathomable is the supernal Ancestor of all
things!” “The Infinite is most excellent in that he
imparts himself to men. He is the beginning and
the end, the Father of every good and perfect pur-
pose.” “With God all things are possible; the eter-
nal Creator is the cause of causes.”

> ¢ Notwithstanding the infinity of the stupen-
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dous manifestations of the Father’s eternal and
universal personality, he is unqualifiedly self-
conscious of both his infinity and eternity; like-
wise he knows fully his perfection and power. He
is the only being in the universe, aside from his
divine co-ordinates, who experiences a perfect,
proper, and complete appraisal of himself.

* The Father constantly and unfailingly meets
the need of the differential of demand for him-
self as it changes from time to time in various
sections of his master universe. The great God
knows and understands himself; he is infinitely
self-conscious of all his primal attributes of per-
fection. God is not a cosmic accident; neither is
he a universe experimenter. The Universe Sover-
eigns may engage in adventure; the Constellation
Fathers may experiment; the system heads may
practise; but the Universal Father sees the end
from the beginning, and his divine plan and eter-
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nal purpose actually embrace and comprehend
all the experiments and all the adventures of all
his subordinates in every world, system, and con-
stellation in every universe of his vast domains.

> No thing is new to God, and no cosmic event
ever comes as a surprise; he inhabits the circle of
eternity. He is without beginning or end of days.
To God there is no past, present, or future; all
time is present at any given moment. He is the
great and only I AM.

¢ ¢ The Universal Father is absolutely and with-
out qualification infinite in all his attributes; and
this fact, in and of itself, automatically shuts him
off from all direct personal communication with
finite material beings and other lowly created in-
telligences.

7 And all this necessitates such arrangements for
contact and communication with his manifold
creatures as have been ordained, first, in the per-
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sonalities of the Paradise Sons of God, who, al-
though perfect in divinity, also often partake of
the nature of the very flesh and blood of the plan-
etary races, becoming one of you and one with
you; thus, as it were, God becomes man, as oc-
curred in the bestowal of Michael, who was called
interchangeably the Son of God and the Son of
Man. And second, there are the personalities of
the Infinite Spirit, the various orders of the se-
raphic hosts and other celestial intelligences who
draw near to the material beings of lowly origin
and in so many ways minister to them and serve
them. And third, there are the impersonal Mys-
tery Monitors, Thought Adjusters, the actual gift
of the great God himself sent to indwell such as
the humans of Urantia, sent without announce-
ment and without explanation. In endless pro-
fusion they descend from the heights of glory
to grace and indwell the humble minds of those
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mortals who possess the capacity for God-con-
sciousness or the potential therefor.

% In these ways and in many others, in ways un-
known to you and utterly beyond finite compre-
hension, does the Paradise Father lovingly and
willingly downstep and otherwise modify, dilute,
and attenuate his infinity in order that he may be
able to draw nearer the finite minds of his crea-
ture children. And so, through a series of person-
ality distributions which are diminishingly abso-
lute, the infinite Father is enabled to enjoy close
contact with the diverse intelligences of the many
realms of his far-flung universe.

? All this he has done and now does, and ev-
ermore will continue to do, without in the least
detracting from the fact and reality of his infin-
ity, eternity, and primacy. And these things are
absolutely true, notwithstanding the difficulty of
their comprehension, the mystery in which they
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are enshrouded, or the impossibility of their be-
ing fully understood by creatures such as dwell
on Urantia.

10 ¢ Because the First Father is infinite in his
plans and eternal in his purposes, it is inher-
ently impossible for any finite being ever to grasp
or comprehend these divine plans and purposes
in their fullness. Mortal man can glimpse the
Father’s purposes only now and then, here and
there, as they are revealed in relation to the
outworking of the plan of creature ascension
on its successive levels of universe progression.
Though man cannot encompass the significance
of infinity, the infinite Father does most certainly
fully comprehend and lovingly embrace all the
finity of all his children in all universes.

" Divinity and eternity the Father shares with
large numbers of the higher Paradise beings,
but we question whether infinity and consequent
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universal primacy is fully shared with any save
his co-ordinate associates of the Paradise Trinity.
Infinity of personality must, perforce, embrace all
finitude of personality; hence the truth — literal
truth — of the teaching which declares that “In
Him we live and move and have our being.” That
fragment of the pure Deity of the Universal Fa-
ther which indwells mortal man is a part of the
infinity of the First Great Source and Centre, the
Father of Fathers.

2. THE FATHER'S ETERNAL PERFECTION

! Even your olden prophets understood the eter-
nal, never-beginning, never-ending, circular na-
ture of the Universal Father. God is literally and
eternally present in his universe of universes. He
inhabits the present moment with all his abso-
lute majesty and eternal greatness. “The Father
has life in himself, and this life is eternal life”
Throughout the eternal ages it has been the Fa-
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ther who “gives to all life” There is infinite per-
fection in the divine integrity. “I am the Lord;
I change not” Our knowledge of the universe of
universes discloses not only that he is the Father
of lights, but also that in his conduct of inter-
planetary affairs there “is no variableness neither
shadow of changing” He “declares the end from
the beginning” He says: “My counsel shall stand;
I will do all my pleasures” “according to the eter-
nal purpose which I purposed in my Son.” Thus
are the plans and purposes of the First Source and
Centre like himself: eternal, perfect, and forever
changeless.

* There is finality of completeness and perfec-
tion of repleteness in the mandates of the Father.
“Whatsoever God does, it shall be forever; noth-
ing can be added to it nor anything taken from
it” The Universal Father does not repent of his
original purposes of wisdom and perfection. His
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plans are steadfast, his counsel immutable, while
his acts are divine and infallible. “A thousand
years in his sight are but as yesterday when it is
past and as a watch in the night” The perfection
of divinity and the magnitude of eternity are for-
ever beyond the full grasp of the circumscribed
mind of mortal man.

> ¢ The reactions of a changeless God, in the ex-
ecution of his eternal purpose, may seem to vary
in accordance with the changing attitude and the
shifting minds of his created intelligences; that is,
they may apparently and superficially vary; but
underneath the surface and beneath all outward
manifestations, there is still present the change-
less purpose, the everlasting plan, of the eternal
God.

*QOut in the universes, perfection must neces-
sarily be a relative term, but in the central uni-
verse and especially on Paradise, perfection is
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undiluted; in certain phases it is even absolute.
Trinity manifestations vary the exhibition of the
divine perfection but do not attenuate it.

> ¢ God’s primal perfection consists not in an as-
sumed righteousness but rather in the inherent
perfection of the goodness of his divine nature.
He is final, complete, and perfect. There is no
thing lacking in the beauty and perfection of his
righteous character. And the whole scheme of
living existences on the worlds of space is cen-
tred in the divine purpose of elevating all will
creatures to the high destiny of the experience of
sharing the Father’s Paradise perfection. God is
neither self-centred nor self-contained; he never
ceases to bestow himself upon all self-conscious
creatures of the vast universe of universes.

® God is eternally and infinitely perfect, he can-
not personally know imperfection as his own ex-
perience, but he does share the consciousness
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of all the experience of imperfectness of all the
struggling creatures of the evolutionary univer-
ses of all the Paradise Creator Sons. The per-
sonal and liberating touch of the God of perfec-
tion overshadows the hearts and encircuits the
natures of all those mortal creatures who have
ascended to the universe level of moral discern-
ment. In this manner, as well as through the con-
tacts of the divine presence, the Universal Father
actually participates in the experience with im-
maturity and imperfection in the evolving career
of every moral being of the entire universe.

7 Human limitations, potential evil, are not a
part of the divine nature, but mortal experience
with evil and all man’s relations thereto are most
certainly a part of God’s ever-expanding self-re-
alization in the children of time — creatures of
moral responsibility who have been created or
evolved by every Creator Son going out from Par-
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adise.

3. JUSTICE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS
" God is righteous; therefore is he just. “The

Lord is righteous in all his ways.” “I have not done
without cause all that I have done, says the Lord”
“The judgments of the Lord are true and righ-
teous altogether” The justice of the Universal Fa-
ther cannot be influenced by the acts and perfor-
mances of his creatures, “for there is no iniquity
with the Lord our God, no respect of persons, no
taking of gifts.”

> ¢ How futile to make puerile appeals to such
a God to modify his changeless decrees so that
we can avoid the just consequences of the oper-
ation of his wise natural laws and righteous spir-
itual mandates! “Be not deceived; God is not
mocked, for whatsoever a man sows that shall he
also reap” True, even in the justice of reaping the
harvest of wrongdoing, this divine justice is al-
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ways tempered with mercy. Infinite wisdom is
the eternal arbiter which determines the propor-
tions of justice and mercy which shall be meted
out in any given circumstance. The greatest pun-
ishment (in reality an inevitable consequence)
for wrongdoing and deliberate rebellion against
the government of God is loss of existence as an
individual subject of that government. The final
result of wholehearted sin is annihilation. In the
last analysis, such sin-identified individuals have
destroyed themselves by becoming wholly unreal
through their embrace of iniquity. The factual
disappearance of such a creature is, however, al-
ways delayed until the ordained order of justice
current in that universe has been fully complied
with.

? Cessation of existence is usually decreed at
the dispensational or epochal adjudication of the
realm or realms. On a world such as Urantia
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it comes at the end of a planetary dispensation.
Cessation of existence can be decreed at such
times by co-ordinate action of all tribunals of ju-
risdiction, extending from the planetary council
up through the courts of the Creator Son to the
judgment tribunals of the Ancients of Days. The
mandate of dissolution originates in the higher
courts of the superuniverse following an unbro-
ken confirmation of the indictment originating
on the sphere of the wrongdoer’s residence; and
then, when sentence of extinction has been con-
firmed on high, the execution is by the direct
act of those judges residential on, and operating
from, the headquarters of the superuniverse.

* When this sentence is finally confirmed, the
sin-identified being instantly becomes as though
he had not been. There is no resurrection from
such a fate; it is everlasting and eternal. The liv-
ing energy factors of identity are resolved by the
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transformations of time and the metamorphoses
of space into the cosmic potentials whence they
once emerged. As for the personality of the inig-
uitous one, it is deprived of a continuing life vehi-
cle by the creature’s failure to make those choices
and final decisions which would have assured
eternal life. When the continued embrace of sin
by the associated mind culminates in complete
self-identification with iniquity, then upon the
cessation of life, upon cosmic dissolution, such
an isolated personality is absorbed into the over-
soul of creation, becoming a part of the evolving
experience of the Supreme Being. Never again
does it appear as a personality; its identity be-
comes as though it had never been. In the case of
an Adjuster-indwelt personality, the experiential
spirit values survive in the reality of the continu-
ing Adjuster.

> ¢In any universe contest between actual lev-
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els of reality, the personality of the higher level
will ultimately triumph over the personality of
the lower level. This inevitable outcome of uni-
verse controversy is inherent in the fact that di-
vinity of quality equals the degree of reality or ac-
tuality of any will creature. Undiluted evil, com-
plete error, wilful sin, and unmitigated iniquity
are inherently and automatically suicidal. Such
attitudes of cosmic unreality can survive in the
universe only because of transient mercy-toler-
ance pending the action of the justice-determin-
ing and fairness-finding mechanisms of the uni-
verse tribunals of righteous adjudication.

®'The rule of the Creator Sons in the local uni-
verses is one of creation and spiritualization.
These Sons devote themselves to the effective ex-
ecution of the Paradise plan of progressive mor-
tal ascension, to the rehabilitation of rebels and
wrong thinkers, but when all such loving efforts
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are finally and forever rejected, the final decree of
dissolution is executed by forces acting under the
jurisdiction of the Ancients of Days.

4. THE DIVINE MERCY

! Mercy is simply justice tempered by that wis-
dom which grows out of perfection of knowledge
and the full recognition of the natural weaknesses
and environmental handicaps of finite creatures.
“Our God is full of compassion, gracious, long-
suffering, and plenteous in mercy.” Therefore
“whosoever calls upon the Lord shall be saved,”
“for he will abundantly pardon.” “The mercy of
the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting”; yes,
“his mercy endures forever.” “I am the Lord who
executes loving-kindness, judgment, and righ-
teousness in the earth, for in these things I de-
light” “T do not afflict willingly nor grieve the
children of men,” for I am “the Father of mercies
and the God of all comfort”
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*> God is inherently kind, naturally compassion-
ate, and everlastingly merciful. And never is it
necessary that any influence be brought to bear
upon the Father to call forth his loving-kindness.
The creature’s need is wholly sufficient to ensure
the full flow of the Father’s tender mercies and his
saving grace. Since God knows all about his chil-
dren, it is easy for him to forgive. The better man
understands his neighbour, the easier it will be to
forgive him, even to love him.

> ¢ Only the discernment of infinite wisdom en-
ables a righteous God to minister justice and
mercy at the same time and in any given uni-
verse situation. The heavenly Father is never torn
by conflicting attitudes towards his universe chil-
dren; God is never a victim of attitudinal antag-
onisms. God’s all-knowingness unfailingly di-
rects his free will in the choosing of that uni-
verse conduct which perfectly, simultaneously,
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and equally satisfies the demands of all his divine
attributes and the infinite qualities of his eternal
nature.

* Mercy is the natural and inevitable offspring of
goodness and love. The good nature of a loving
Father could not possibly withhold the wise min-
istry of mercy to each member of every group of
his universe children. Eternal justice and divine
mercy together constitute what in human expe-
rience would be called fairness.

> Divine mercy represents a fairness technique
of adjustment between the universe levels of per-
fection and imperfection. Mercy is the justice of
Supremacy adapted to the situations of the evolv-
ing finite, the righteousness of eternity modified
to meet the highest interests and universe wel-
fare of the children of time. Mercy is not a con-
travention of justice but rather an understanding
interpretation of the demands of supreme jus-
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tice as it is fairly applied to the subordinate spir-
itual beings and to the material creatures of the
evolving universes. Mercy is the justice of the
Paradise Trinity wisely and lovingly visited upon
the manifold intelligences of the creations of time
and space as it is formulated by divine wisdom
and determined by the all-knowing mind and the
sovereign free will of the Universal Father and all
his associated Creators.

5. THE LOVE OF GOD

God is love”; therefore his only personal atti-
tude towards the affairs of the universe is always
areaction of divine affection. The Father loves us
sufficiently to bestow his life upon us. “He makes
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust”

1 «

* ¢ It is wrong to think of God as being coaxed
into loving his children because of the sacrifices
of his Sons or the intercession of his subordinate
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creatures, “for the Father himself loves you.” It is
in response to this paternal affection that God
sends the marvellous Adjusters to indwell the
minds of men. God’s love is universal; “whoso-
ever will may come.” He would “have all men be
saved by coming into the knowledge of the truth.”
He is “not willing that any should perish.”

> The Creators are the very first to attempt to
save man from the disastrous results of his fool-
ish transgression of the divine laws. God’s love is
by nature a fatherly affection; therefore does he
sometimes “chasten us for our own profit, that
we may be partakers of his holiness.” Even during
your fiery trials remember that “in all our afflic-
tions he is afflicted with us”

* God is divinely kind to sinners. When rebels
return to righteousness, they are mercifully re-
ceived, “for our God will abundantly pardon.” “I
am he who blots out your transgressions for my
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own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”
“Behold what manner of love the Father has be-
stowed upon us that we should be called the sons
of God”

> After all, the greatest evidence of the good-
ness of God and the supreme reason for loving
him is the indwelling gift of the Father — the Ad-
juster who so patiently awaits the hour when you
both shall be eternally made one. Though you
cannot find God by searching, if you will sub-
mit to the leading of the indwelling spirit, you
will be unerringly guided, step by step, life by life,
through universe upon universe, and age by age,
until you finally stand in the presence of the Par-
adise personality of the Universal Father.

¢ ¢ How unreasonable that you should not wor-
ship God because the limitations of human na-
ture and the handicaps of your material creation
make it impossible for you to see him. Be-
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tween you and God there is a tremendous dis-
tance (physical space) to be traversed. There like-
wise exists a great gulf of spiritual differential
which must be bridged; but notwithstanding all
that physically and spiritually separates you from
the Paradise personal presence of God, stop and
ponder the solemn fact that God lives within you;
he has in his own way already bridged the gulf.
He has sent of himself, his spirit, to live in you
and to toil with you as you pursue your eternal
universe career.

71 find it easy and pleasant to worship one who
is so great and at the same time so affection-
ately devoted to the uplifting ministry of his lowly
creatures. I naturally love one who is so power-
ful in creation and in the control thereof, and yet
who is so perfect in goodness and so faithful in
the loving-kindness which constantly overshad-
ows us. I think I would love God just as much if
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he were not so great and powerful, as long as he
is so good and merciful. We all love the Father
more because of his nature than in recognition
of his amazing attributes.

$ When I observe the Creator Sons and their
subordinate administrators struggling so valiantly
with the manifold difficulties of time inherent in
the evolution of the universes of space, I discover
that I bear these lesser rulers of the universes a
great and profound affection. After all, I think we
all, including the mortals of the realms, love the
Universal Father and all other beings, divine or
human, because we discern that these personali-
ties truly love us. The experience of loving is very
much a direct response to the experience of be-
ing loved. Knowing that God loves me, I should
continue to love him supremely, even though he
were divested of all his attributes of supremacy,
ultimacy, and absoluteness.
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? The Father’s love follows us now and through-
out the endless circle of the eternal ages. As you
ponder the loving nature of God, there is only
one reasonable and natural personality reaction
thereto: You will increasingly love your Maker;
you will yield to God an affection analogous to
that given by a child to an earthly parent; for, as
a father, a real father, a true father, loves his chil-
dren, so the Universal Father loves and forever
seeks the welfare of his created sons and daugh-
ters.

19 But the love of God is an intelligent and farsee-
ing parental affection. The divine love functions
in unified association with divine wisdom and all
other infinite characteristics of the perfect nature
of the Universal Father. God is love, but love is
not God. The greatest manifestation of the divine
love for mortal beings is observed in the bestowal
of the Thought Adjusters, but your greatest reve-
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lation of the Father’s love is seen in the bestowal
life of his Son Michael as he lived on earth the
ideal spiritual life. It is the indwelling Adjuster
who individualizes the love of God to each hu-
man soul.

1 ¢ At times [ am almost pained to be compelled
to portray the divine affection of the heavenly Fa-
ther for his universe children by the employment
of the human word symbol love. This term, even
though it does connote man’s highest concept of
the mortal relations of respect and devotion, is so
frequently designative of so much of human rela-
tionship that is wholly ignoble and utterly unfit to
be known by any word which is also used to indi-
cate the matchless affection of the living God for
his universe creatures! How unfortunate that I
cannot make use of some supernal and exclusive
term which would convey to the mind of man the
true nature and exquisitely beautiful significance
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of the divine affection of the Paradise Father.

'2 ¢ When man loses sight of the love of a per-
sonal God, the kingdom of God becomes merely
the kingdom of good. Notwithstanding the infi-
nite unity of the divine nature, love is the domi-
nant characteristic of all God’s personal dealings
with his creatures.

6. THE GOODNESS OF GOD

! In the physical universe we may see the divine
beauty, in the intellectual world we may discern
eternal truth, but the goodness of God is found
only in the spiritual world of personal religious
experience. In its true essence, religion is a faith-
trust in the goodness of God. God could be great
and absolute, somehow even intelligent and per-
sonal, in philosophy, but in religion God must
also be moral; he must be good. Man might fear
a great God, but he trusts and loves only a good
God. This goodness of God is a part of the per-
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sonality of God, and its full revelation appears
only in the personal religious experience of the
believing sons of God.

? Religion implies that the superworld of spirit
nature is cognizant of, and responsive to, the
fundamental needs of the human world. Evo-
lutionary religion may become ethical, but only
revealed religion becomes truly and spiritually
moral. The olden concept that God is a Deity
dominated by kingly morality was upstepped by
Jesus to that affectionately touching level of inti-
mate family morality of the parent-child relation-
ship, than which there is none more tender and
beautiful in mortal experience.

> ¢ The “richness of the goodness of God leads
erring man to repentance.” “Every good gift and
every perfect gift comes down from the Father of
lights” “God is good; he is the eternal refuge of
the souls of men.” “The Lord God is merciful and
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gracious. He is long-suffering and abundant in
goodness and truth” “Taste and see that the Lord
is good! Blessed is the man who trusts him.” “The
Lord is gracious and full of compassion. He is the
God of salvation.” “He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up the wounds of the soul. He is man’s
all-powerful benefactor”

* ¢ The concept of God as a king-judge, although
it fostered a high moral standard and created a
law-respecting people as a group, left the indi-
vidual believer in a sad position of insecurity re-
specting his status in time and in eternity. The
later Hebrew prophets proclaimed God to be a
Father to Israel; Jesus revealed God as the Father
of each human being. The entire mortal concept
of God is transcendently illuminated by the life
of Jesus. Selflessness is inherent in parental love.
God loves not like a father, but as a father. He is
the Paradise Father of every universe personality.
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> ¢ Righteousness implies that God is the source
of the moral law of the universe. Truth exhibits
God as a revealer, as a teacher. But love gives and
craves affection, seeks understanding fellowship
such as exists between parent and child. Righ-
teousness may be the divine thought, but love is a
father’s attitude. The erroneous supposition that
the righteousness of God was irreconcilable with
the selfless love of the heavenly Father, presup-
posed absence of unity in the nature of Deity and
led directly to the elaboration of the atonement
doctrine, which is a philosophic assault upon
both the unity and the free-willness of God.

% The affectionate heavenly Father, whose spirit
indwells his children on earth, is not a divided
personality — one of justice and one of mercy —
neither does it require a mediator to secure the
Father’s favour or forgiveness. Divine righteous-
ness is not dominated by strict retributive justice;
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God as a father transcends God as a judge.

7 ¢ God is never wrathful, vengeful, or angry. It
is true that wisdom does often restrain his love,
while justice conditions his rejected mercy. His
love of righteousness cannot help being exhibited
as equal hatred for sin. The Father is not an in-
consistent personality; the divine unity is perfect.
In the Paradise Trinity there is absolute unity de-
spite the eternal identities of the co-ordinates of
God.

8 ¢ God loves the sinner and hates the sin: such
a statement is true philosophically, but God is a
transcendent personality, and persons can only
love and hate other persons. Sin is not a person.
God loves the sinner because he is a personal-
ity reality (potentially eternal), while towards sin
God strikes no personal attitude, for sin is not a
spiritual reality; it is not personal; therefore does
only the justice of God take cognizance of its exis-
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tence. The love of God saves the sinner; the law of
God destroys the sin. This attitude of the divine
nature would apparently change if the sinner fi-
nally identified himself wholly with sin just as the
same mortal mind may also fully identify itself
with the indwelling spirit Adjuster. Such a sin-
identified mortal would then become wholly un-
spiritual in nature (and therefore personally un-
real) and would experience eventual extinction of
being. Unreality, even incompleteness of crea-
ture nature, cannot exist forever in a progress-
ingly real and increasingly spiritual universe.

? ¢ Facing the world of personality, God is dis-
covered to be a loving person; facing the spiritual
world, he is a personal love; in religious experi-
ence he is both. Love identifies the volitional will
of God. The goodness of God rests at the bot-
tom of the divine free-willness — the universal
tendency to love, show mercy, manifest patience,
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and minister forgiveness.

7. DIVINE TRUTH AND BEAUTY

! All finite knowledge and creature understand-
ing are relative. Information and intelligence,
gleaned from even high sources, is only relatively
complete, locally accurate, and personally true.

? Physical facts are fairly uniform, but truth is
a living and flexible factor in the philosophy of
the universe. Evolving personalities are only par-
tially wise and relatively true in their communi-
cations. They can be certain only as far as their
personal experience extends. That which appar-
ently may be wholly true in one place may be only
relatively true in another segment of creation.

3 Divine truth, final truth, is uniform and uni-
versal, but the story of things spiritual, as it is told
by numerous individuals hailing from various
spheres, may sometimes vary in details owing to
this relativity in the completeness of knowledge
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and in the repleteness of personal experience as
well as in the length and extent of that experience.
While the laws and decrees, the thoughts and at-
titudes, of the First Great Source and Centre are
eternally, infinitely, and universally true; at the
same time, their application to, and adjustment
for, every universe, system, world, and created
intelligence, are in accordance with the plans and
technique of the Creator Sons as they function in
their respective universes, as well as in harmony
with the local plans and procedures of the Infinite
Spirit and of all other associated celestial person-
alities.

* ¢ The false science of materialism would sen-
tence mortal man to become an outcast in the
universe. Such partial knowledge is potentially
evil; it is knowledge composed of both good and
evil. Truth is beautiful because it is both replete
and symmetrical. When man searches for truth,
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he pursues the divinely real.

> Philosophers commit their gravest error when
they are misled into the fallacy of abstraction, the
practice of focusing the attention upon one as-
pect of reality and then of pronouncing such an
isolated aspect to be the whole truth. The wise
philosopher will always look for the creative de-
sign which is behind, and pre-existent to, all uni-
verse phenomena. The creator thought invari-
ably precedes creative action.

¢ Intellectual self-consciousness can discover
the beauty of truth, its spiritual quality, not only
by the philosophic consistency of its concepts,
but more certainly and surely by the unerring re-
sponse of the ever-present Spirit of Truth. Happi-
ness ensues from the recognition of truth because
it can be acted out; it can be lived. Disappoint-
ment and sorrow attend upon error because, not
being a reality, it cannot be realized in experi-
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ence. Divine truth is best known by its spiritual
flavour.

7 ¢ The eternal quest is for unification, for divine
coherence. The far-flung physical universe co-
heres in the Isle of Paradise; the intellectual uni-
verse coheres in the God of mind, the Conjoint
Actor; the spiritual universe is coherent in the
personality of the Eternal Son. But the isolated
mortal of time and space coheres in God the Fa-
ther through the direct relationship between the
indwelling Thought Adjuster and the Universal
Father. Man’s Adjuster is a fragment of God and
everlastingly seeks for divine unification; it co-
heres with, and in, the Paradise Deity of the First
Source and Centre.

8 ¢ The discernment of supreme beauty is the
discovery and integration of reality: The discern-
ment of the divine goodness in the eternal truth,
that is ultimate beauty. Even the charm of human
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art consists in the harmony of its unity.

? The great mistake of the Hebrew religion was
its failure to associate the goodness of God with
the factual truths of science and the appealing
beauty of art. As civilization progressed, and
since religion continued to pursue the same un-
wise course of overemphasizing the goodness of
God to the relative exclusion of truth and ne-
glect of beauty, there developed an increasing
tendency for certain types of men to turn away
from the abstract and dissociated concept of iso-
lated goodness. The overstressed and isolated
morality of modern religion, which fails to hold
the devotion and loyalty of many XX century
men, would rehabilitate itself if, in addition to
its moral mandates, it would give equal consid-
eration to the truths of science, philosophy, and
spiritual experience, and to the beauties of the
physical creation, the charm of intellectual art,
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and the grandeur of genuine character achieve-
ment.

19 The religious challenge of this age is to those
farseeing and forward-looking men and women
of spiritual insight who will dare to construct a
new and appealing philosophy of living out of the
enlarged and exquisitely integrated modern con-
cepts of cosmic truth, universe beauty, and di-
vine goodness. Such a new and righteous vision
of morality will attract all that is good in the mind
of man and challenge that which is best in the hu-
man soul. Truth, beauty, and goodness are divine
realities, and as man ascends the scale of spiri-
tual living, these supreme qualities of the Eternal
become increasingly co-ordinated and unified in
God, who is love.

¢ All truth — material, philosophic, or spiri-
tual — is both beautiful and good. All real beauty
— material art or spiritual symmetry — is both
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true and good. All genuine goodness — whether
personal morality, social equity, or divine min-
istry — is equally true and beautiful. Health,
sanity, and happiness are integrations of truth,
beauty, and goodness as they are blended in hu-
man experience. Such levels of efficient living
come about through the unification of energy
systems, idea systems, and spirit systems.

12 Truth is coherent, beauty attractive, goodness
stabilizing. And when these values of that which
is real are co-ordinated in personality experience,
the result is a high order of love conditioned by
wisdom and qualified by loyalty. The real pur-
pose of all universe education is to effect the
better co-ordination of the isolated child of the
worlds with the larger realities of his expanding
experience. Reality is finite on the human level,
infinite and eternal on the higher and divine lev-
els.
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1 [Presented by a Divine Counsellor acting by

authority of the Ancients of Days on Uversa.]
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Divine Counsellor

OD is everywhere present; the Universal Fa-
ther rules the circle of eternity. But he rules
in the local universes in the persons of his Para-
dise Creator Sons, even as he bestows life through
these Sons. “God has given us eternal life, and
this life is in his Sons.” These Creator Sons of God
are the personal expression of himself in the sec-
tors of time and to the children of the whirling
planets of the evolving universes of space.
>The highly personalized Sons of God are
clearly discernible by the lower orders of created
intelligences, and so do they compensate for the
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invisibility of the infinite and therefore less dis-
cernible Father. The Paradise Creator Sons of the
Universal Father are a revelation of an otherwise
invisible being, invisible because of the absolute-
ness and infinity inherent in the circle of eternity
and in the personalities of the Paradise Deities.

> ¢ Creatorship is hardly an attribute of God; it
is rather the aggregate of his acting nature. And
this universal function of creatorship is eternally
manifested as it is conditioned and controlled by
all the co-ordinated attributes of the infinite and
divine reality of the First Source and Centre. We
sincerely doubt whether any one characteristic of
the divine nature can be regarded as being ante-
cedent to the others, but if such were the case,
then the creatorship nature of Deity would take
precedence over all other natures, activities, and
attributes. And the creatorship of Deity culmi-
nates in the universal truth of the Fatherhood of



173 THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 3:1.1-2

God.

1. GOD’S EVERYWHERENESS

! The ability of the Universal Father to be ev-
erywhere present, and at the same time, consti-
tutes his omnipresence. God alone can be in two
places, in numberless places, at the same time.
God is simultaneously present “in heaven above
and on the earth beneath”; as the Psalmist ex-
claimed: “Whither shall I go from your spirit? or

whither shall I flee from your presence?”

> “Tam a God at hand as well as afar off; says the

Lord. ‘Do not I fill heaven and earth?” The Uni-
versal Father is all the time present in all parts
and in all hearts of his far-flung creation. He is
“the fullness of him who fills all and in all,” and
“who works all in all,” and further, the concept
of his personality is such that “the heaven (uni-
verse) and heaven of heavens (universe of univer-
ses) cannot contain him.” It is literally true that
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God is all and in all. But even that is not all of
God. The Infinite can be finally revealed only
in infinity; the cause can never be fully compre-
hended by an analysis of effects; the living God is
immeasurably greater than the sum total of cre-
ation that has come into being as a result of the
creative acts of his unfettered free will. God is
revealed throughout the cosmos, but the cosmos
can never contain or encompass the entirety of
the infinity of God.

? The Father’s presence unceasingly patrols the
master universe. “His going forth is from the end
of the heaven, and his circuit to the ends of it; and
there is nothing hidden from the light thereof.”

* ¢ The creature not only exists in God, but God
also lives in the creature. “We know we dwell in
him because he lives in us; he has given us his
spirit. This gift from the Paradise Father is man’s
inseparable companion.” “He is the ever-present
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and all-pervading God” “The spirit of the ever-
lasting Father is concealed in the mind of every
mortal child” “Man goes forth searching for a
friend while that very friend lives within his own
heart” “The true God is not afar off; he is a part of
us; his spirit speaks from within us” “The Father
lives in the child. God is always with us. He is the

guiding spirit of eternal destiny.”

> Truly of the human race has it been said, “You
are of God” because “he who dwells in love dwells
in God, and God in him.” Even in wrongdo-
ing you torment the indwelling gift of God, for
the Thought Adjuster must needs go through the
consequences of evil thinking with the human
mind of its incarceration.

¢ ¢ The omnipresence of God is in reality a part
of his infinite nature; space constitutes no barrier
to Deity. God is, in perfection and without lim-
itation, discernibly present only on Paradise and
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in the central universe. He is not thus observ-
ably present in the creations encircling Havona,
for God has limited his direct and actual pres-
ence in recognition of the sovereignty and the di-
vine prerogatives of the co-ordinate creators and
rulers of the universes of time and space. Hence
must the concept of the divine presence allow for
a wide range of both mode and channel of man-
ifestation embracing the presence circuits of the
Eternal Son, the Infinite Spirit, and the Isle of Par-
adise. Nor is it always possible to distinguish be-
tween the presence of the Universal Father and
the actions of his eternal co-ordinates and agen-
cies, so perfectly do they fulfil all the infinite re-
quirements of his unchanging purpose. But not
so with the personality circuit and the Adjusters;
here God acts uniquely, directly, and exclusively.

7 ¢ The Universal Controller is potentially pre-
sent in the gravity circuits of the Isle of Paradise
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in all parts of the universe at all times and in the
same degree, in accordance with the mass, in re-
sponse to the physical demands for this presence,
and because of the inherent nature of all creation
which causes all things to adhere and consist in
him. Likewise is the First Source and Centre po-
tentially present in the Unqualified Absolute, the
repository of the uncreated universes of the eter-
nal future. God thus potentially pervades the
physical universes of the past, present, and fu-
ture. He is the primordial foundation of the co-
herence of the so-called material creation. This
nonspiritual Deity potential becomes actual here
and there throughout the level of physical exis-
tences by the inexplicable intrusion of some one
of his exclusive agencies upon the stage of uni-
verse action.

8 The mind presence of God is correlated with
the absolute mind of the Conjoint Actor, the In-
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finite Spirit, but in the finite creations it is better
discerned in the everywhere functioning of the
cosmic mind of the Paradise Master Spirits. Just
as the First Source and Centre is potentially pre-
sent in the mind circuits of the Conjoint Actor,
so is he potentially present in the tensions of the
Universal Absolute. But mind of the human or-
der is a bestowal of the Daughters of the Conjoint
Actor, the Divine Ministers of the evolving uni-
verses.

? The everywhere-present spirit of the Univer-
sal Father is co-ordinated with the function of
the universal spirit presence of the Eternal Son
and the everlasting divine potential of the Deity
Absolute. But neither the spiritual activity of the
Eternal Son and his Paradise Sons nor the mind
bestowals of the Infinite Spirit seem to exclude
the direct action of the Thought Adjusters, the in-
dwelling fragments of God, in the hearts of his
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creature children.

' Concerning God’s presence in a planet, sys-
tem, constellation, or a universe, the degree of
such presence in any creational unit is a measure
of the degree of the evolving presence of the Su-
preme Being: It is determined by the en masse
recognition of God and loyalty to him on the part
of the vast universe organization, running down
to the systems and planets themselves. Therefore
it is sometimes with the hope of conserving and
safeguarding these phases of God’s precious pres-
ence that, when some planets (or even systems)
have plunged far into spiritual darkness, they are
in a certain sense quarantined, or partially iso-
lated from intercourse with the larger units of
creation. And all this, as it operates on Urantia,
is a spiritually defensive reaction of the majority
of the worlds to save themselves, as far as possi-
ble, from suffering the isolating consequences of
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the alienating acts of a headstrong, wicked, and
rebellious minority.

' ¢ While the Father parentally encircuits all his
sons — all personalities — his influence in them
is limited by the remoteness of their origin from
the Second and the Third Persons of Deity and
augmented as their destiny attainment nears such
levels. The fact of God’s presence in creature
minds is determined by whether or not they are
indwelt by Father fragments, such as the Mystery
Monitors, but his effective presence is determined
by the degree of co-operation accorded these in-
dwelling Adjusters by the minds of their sojourn.

2 The fluctuations of the Father’s presence are
not due to the changeableness of God. The Fa-
ther does not retire in seclusion because he has
been slighted; his affections are not alienated
because of the creatures wrongdoing. Rather,
having been endowed with the power of choice
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(concerning Himself), his children, in the exer-
cise of that choice, directly determine the degree
and limitations of the Father’s divine influence
in their own hearts and souls. The Father has
freely bestowed himself upon us without limit
and without favour. He is no respecter of per-
sons, planets, systems, or universes. In the sec-
tors of time he confers differential honour only
on the Paradise personalities of God the Seven-
fold, the co-ordinate creators of the finite univer-
ses.

2. GOD’S INFINITE POWER
" All the universes know that “the Lord God
omnipotent reigns.” The affairs of this world and
other worlds are divinely supervised. “He does
according to his will in the army of heaven and
among the inhabitants of the earth?” It is eternally
true, “there is no power but of God”

2 Within the bounds of that which is consis-
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tent with the divine nature, it is literally true
that “with God all things are possible” The long-
drawn-out evolutionary processes of peoples,
planets, and universes are under the perfect con-
trol of the universe creators and administrators
and unfold in accordance with the eternal pur-
pose of the Universal Father, proceeding in har-
mony and order and in keeping with the all-wise
plan of God. There is only one lawgiver. He up-
holds the worlds in space and swings the univer-
ses around the endless circle of the eternal circuit.

3 Of all the divine attributes, his omnipotence,
especially as it prevails in the material universe,
is the best understood. Viewed as an unspiritual
phenomenon, God is energy. This declaration of
physical fact is predicated on the incomprehen-
sible truth that the First Source and Centre is the
primal cause of the universal physical phenom-
ena of all space. From this divine activity all phys-
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ical energy and other material manifestations are
derived. Light, that is, light without heat, is an-
other of the nonspiritual manifestations of the
Deities. And there is still another form of non-
spiritual energy which is virtually unknown on
Urantia; it is as yet unrecognized.

* God controls all power; he has made “a way for
the lightning”; he has ordained the circuits of all
energy. He has decreed the time and manner of
the manifestation of all forms of energy-matter.
And all these things are held forever in his ever-
lasting grasp — in the gravitational control cen-
tring on nether Paradise. The light and energy of
the eternal God thus swing on forever around his
majestic circuit, the endless but orderly proces-
sion of the starry hosts composing the universe
of universes. All creation circles eternally around
the Paradise-Personality centre of all things and
beings.
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> The omnipotence of the Father pertains to
the everywhere dominance of the absolute level,
whereon the three energies, material, mindal,
and spiritual, are indistinguishable in close prox-
imity to him — the Source of all things. Creature
mind, being neither Paradise monota nor Para-
dise spirit, is not directly responsive to the Uni-
versal Father. God adjusts with the mind of im-
perfection — with Urantia mortals through the
Thought Adjusters.

6 ¢ The Universal Father is not a transient force,
a shifting power, or a fluctuating energy. The
power and wisdom of the Father are wholly ad-
equate to cope with any and all universe exigen-
cies. As the emergencies of human experience
arise, he has foreseen them all, and therefore he
does not react to the affairs of the universe in
a detached way but rather in accordance with
the dictates of eternal wisdom and in consonance
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with the mandates of infinite judgment. Regard-
less of appearances, the power of God is not func-
tioning in the universe as a blind force.

7 Situations do arise in which it appears that
emergency rulings have been made, that natural
laws have been suspended, that misadaptations
have been recognized, and that an effort is be-
ing made to rectify the situation; but such is not
the case. Such concepts of God have their ori-
gin in the limited range of your viewpoint, in the
finiteness of your comprehension, and in the cir-
cumscribed scope of your survey; such misun-
derstanding of God is due to the profound ig-
norance you enjoy regarding the existence of the
higher laws of the realm, the magnitude of the Fa-
ther’s character, the infinity of his attributes, and
the fact of his free-willness.

8 The planetary creatures of God’s spirit in-
dwelling, scattered hither and yon throughout
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the universes of space, are so nearly infinite in
number and order, their intellects are so diverse,
their minds are so limited and sometimes so
gross, their vision is so curtailed and localized,
that it is almost impossible to formulate gener-
alizations of law adequately expressive of the Fa-
ther’s infinite attributes and at the same time to
any degree comprehensible to these created in-
telligences. Therefore, to you the creature, many
of the acts of the all-powerful Creator seem to be
arbitrary, detached, and not infrequently heart-
less and cruel. But again I assure you that this is
not true. God’s doings are all purposeful, intelli-
gent, wise, kind, and eternally considerate of the
best good, not always of an individual being, an
individual race, an individual planet, or even an
individual universe; but they are for the welfare
and best good of all concerned, from the lowest
to the highest. In the epochs of time the welfare
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of the part may sometimes appear to differ from
the welfare of the whole; in the circle of eternity
such apparent differences are nonexistent.

? We are all a part of the family of God, and we
must therefore sometimes share in the family dis-
cipline. Many of the acts of God which so dis-
turb and confuse us are the result of the decisions
and final rulings of all-wisdom, empowering the
Conjoint Actor to execute the choosing of the in-
fallible will of the infinite mind, to enforce the
decisions of the personality of perfection, whose
survey, vision, and solicitude embrace the high-
est and eternal welfare of all his vast and far-flung
creation.

' Thus it is that your detached, sectional, finite,
gross, and highly materialistic viewpoint and the
limitations inherent in the nature of your being
constitute such a handicap that you are unable to
see, comprehend, or know the wisdom and kind-
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ness of many of the divine acts which to you seem
fraught with such crushing cruelty, and which
seem to be characterized by such utter indiffer-
ence to the comfort and welfare, to the planetary
happiness and personal prosperity, of your fellow
creatures. It is because of the limits of human
vision, it is because of your circumscribed un-
derstanding and finite comprehension, that you
misunderstand the motives, and pervert the pur-
poses, of God. But many things occur on the evo-
lutionary worlds which are not the personal do-
ings of the Universal Father.

' ¢ The divine omnipotence is perfectly co-ordi-
nated with the other attributes of the personal-
ity of God. The power of God is, ordinarily, only
limited in its universe spiritual manifestation by
three conditions or situations:

12

1. By the nature of God, especially by his in-
finite love, by truth, beauty, and goodness.
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2. By the will of God, by his mercy ministry
and fatherly relationship with the personalities of
the universe.

' 3. By the law of God, by the righteousness
and justice of the eternal Paradise Trinity.

> ¢ God is unlimited in power, divine in nature,
final in will, infinite in attributes, eternal in wis-
dom, and absolute in reality. But all these char-
acteristics of the Universal Father are unified in
Deity and universally expressed in the Paradise
Trinity and in the divine Sons of the Trinity. Oth-
erwise, outside of Paradise and the central uni-
verse of Havona, everything pertaining to God is
limited by the evolutionary presence of the Su-
preme, conditioned by the eventuating presence
of the Ultimate, and co-ordinated by the three ex-
istential Absolutes — Deity, Universal, and Un-
qualified. And God’s presence is thus limited be-
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cause such is the will of God.

3. GOD’S UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE

'“God knows all things” The divine mind is
conscious of, and conversant with, the thought
of all creation. His knowledge of events is uni-
versal and perfect. The divine entities going out
from him are a part of him; he who “balances
the clouds” is also “perfect in knowledge” “The
eyes of the Lord are in every place” Said your
great teacher of the insignificant sparrow, “One
of them shall not fall to the ground without my
Father’s knowledge,” and also, “The very hairs of
your head are numbered” “He tells the number
of the stars; he calls them all by their names.”

*> The Universal Father is the only personality
in all the universe who does actually know the
number of the stars and planets of space. All the
worlds of every universe are constantly within
the consciousness of God. He also says: “I have
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surely seen the affliction of my people, I have
heard their cry, and I know their sorrows.” For
“the Lord looks from heaven; he beholds all the
sons of men; from the place of his habitation he
looks upon all the inhabitants of the earth.” Every
creature child may truly say: “He knows the way I
take, and when he has tried me, I shall come forth
as gold” “God knows our downsittings and our
uprisings; he understands our thoughts afar off
and is acquainted with all our ways.” “All things
are naked and open to the eyes of him with whom
we have to do.” And it should be a real comfort to
every human being to understand that “he knows
your frame; he remembers that you are dust.” Je-
sus, speaking of the living God, said, “Your Fa-
ther knows what you have need of even before
you ask him.”

’ God is possessed of unlimited power to know
all things; his consciousness is universal. His per-
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sonal circuit encompasses all personalities, and
his knowledge of even the lowly creatures is sup-
plemented indirectly through the descending se-
ries of divine Sons and directly through the in-
dwelling Thought Adjusters. And furthermore,
the Infinite Spirit is all the time everywhere pre-
sent.

* We are not wholly certain as to whether or
not God chooses to foreknow events of sin. But
even if God should foreknow the freewill acts of
his children, such foreknowledge does not in the
least abrogate their freedom. One thing is cer-
tain: God is never subjected to surprise.

> ¢ Omnipotence does not imply the power to
do the nondoable, the ungodlike act. Neither
does omniscience imply the knowing of the un-
knowable. But such statements can hardly be
made comprehensible to the finite mind. The
creature can hardly understand the range and
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limitations of the will of the Creator.

4. GOD’S LIMITLESSNESS

! The successive bestowal of himself upon the
universes as they are brought into being in no
wise lessens the potential of power or the store
of wisdom as they continue to reside and repose
in the central personality of Deity. In potential
of force, wisdom, and love, the Father has never
lessened aught of his possession nor become di-
vested of any attribute of his glorious personal-
ity as the result of the unstinted bestowal of him-
self upon the Paradise Sons, upon his subordi-
nate creations, and upon the manifold creatures
thereof.

* The creation of every new universe calls for a
new adjustment of gravity; but even if creation
should continue indefinitely, eternally, even to
infinity, so that eventually the material creation
would exist without limitations, still the power
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of control and co-ordination reposing in the Isle
of Paradise would be found equal to, and ade-
quate for, the mastery, control, and co-ordina-
tion of such an infinite universe. And subsequent
to this bestowal of limitless force and power upon
a boundless universe, the Infinite would still be
surcharged with the same degree of force and
energy; the Unqualified Absolute would still be
undiminished; God would still possess the same
infinite potential, just as if force, energy, and
power had never been poured forth for the en-
dowment of universe upon universe.

? And so with wisdom: The fact that mind is so
freely distributed to the thinking of the realms in
no wise impoverishes the central source of divine
wisdom. As the universes multiply, and beings
of the realms increase in number to the limits of
comprehension, if mind continues without end
to be bestowed upon these beings of high and low
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estate, still will God’s central personality continue
to embrace the same eternal, infinite, and all-wise
mind.

* The fact that he sends forth spirit messengers
from himself to indwell the men and women of
your world and other worlds in no wise lessens
his ability to function as a divine and all-power-
ful spirit personality; and there is absolutely no
limit to the extent or number of such spirit Mon-
itors which he can and may send out. This giving
of himself to his creatures creates a boundless, al-
most inconceivable future possibility of progres-
sive and successive existences for these divinely
endowed mortals. And this prodigal distribution
of himself as these ministering spirit entities in
no manner diminishes the wisdom and perfec-
tion of truth and knowledge which repose in the
person of the all-wise, all-knowing, and all-pow-
erful Father.



196 THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 3:4.5-7

> ¢ To the mortals of time there is a future, but
God inhabits eternity. Even though I hail from
near the very abiding place of Deity, I cannot pre-
sume to speak with perfection of understanding
concerning the infinity of many of the divine at-
tributes. Infinity of mind alone can fully compre-
hend infinity of existence and eternity of action.

¢ ¢ Mortal man cannot possibly know the infini-
tude of the heavenly Father. Finite mind cannot
think through such an absolute truth or fact. But
this same finite human being can actually feel —
literally experience — the full and undiminished
impact of such an infinite Father’s LOVE. Such a
love can be truly experienced, albeit while qual-
ity of experience is unlimited, quantity of such an
experience is strictly limited by the human capac-
ity for spiritual receptivity and by the associated
capacity to love the Father in return.

7 Finite appreciation of infinite qualities far
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transcends the logically limited capacities of the
creature because of the fact that mortal man is
made in the image of God — there lives within
him a fragment of infinity. Therefore man’s
nearest and dearest approach to God is by and
through love, for God is love. And all of such
a unique relationship is an actual experience in
cosmic sociology, the Creator-creature relation-
ship — the Father-child affection.

5. THE FATHER'S SUPREME RULE

! In his contact with the post-Havona creations,
the Universal Father does not exercise his infinite
power and final authority by direct transmittal
but rather through his Sons and their subordinate
personalities. And God does all this of his own
free will. Any and all powers delegated, if occa-
sion should arise, if it should become the choice
of the divine mind, could be exercised direct; but,
as a rule, such action only takes place as a result
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of the failure of the delegated personality to ful-
fil the divine trust. At such times and in the face
of such default and within the limits of the reser-
vation of divine power and potential, the Father
does act independently and in accordance with
the mandates of his own choice; and that choice
is always one of unfailing perfection and infinite
wisdom.

* The Father rules through his Sons; on down
through the universe organization there is an un-
broken chain of rulers ending with the Planetary
Princes, who direct the destinies of the evolution-
ary spheres of the Father’s vast domains. It is no
mere poetic expression that exclaims: “The earth
is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” “He re-
moves kings and sets up kings.” “The Most Highs
rule in the kingdoms of men.”

> In the affairs of men’s hearts the Universal Fa-
ther may not always have his way; but in the con-
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duct and destiny of a planet the divine plan pre-
vails; the eternal purpose of wisdom and love tri-
umphs.

* Said Jesus: “My Father, who gave them to me,
is greater than all; and no one is able to pluck
them out of my Father’s hand” As you glimpse
the manifold workings and view the staggering
immensity of God’s well-nigh limitless creation,
you may falter in your concept of his primacy, but
you should not fail to accept him as securely and
everlastingly enthroned at the Paradise centre of
all things and as the beneficent Father of all intel-
ligent beings. There is but “one God and Father
of all, who is above all and in all,” “and he is before
all things, and in him all things consist.”

> ¢ The uncertainties of life and the vicissitudes
of existence do not in any manner contradict the
concept of the universal sovereignty of God. All
evolutionary creature life is beset by certain in-
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evitabilities. Consider the following:

% 1. Is courage — strength of character — de-

sirable? Then must man be reared in an envi-
ronment which necessitates grappling with hard-
ships and reacting to disappointments.

7 2. Is altruism — service of one’s fellows —
desirable? Then must life experience provide for
encountering situations of social inequality.

8 3. Is hope — the grandeur of trust — desir-

able? Then human existence must constantly be
confronted with insecurities and recurrent un-
certainties.

? 4. Is faith — the supreme assertion of human
thought — desirable? Then must the mind of
man find itself in that troublesome predicament
where it ever knows less than it can believe.

105, Is the love of truth and the willingness to

go wherever it leads, desirable? Then must man
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grow up in a world where error is present and
falsehood always possible.

1 6. Is idealism — the approaching concept

of the divine — desirable? Then must man
struggle in an environment of relative goodness
and beauty, surroundings stimulative of the irre-
pressible reach for better things.

12

7. Is loyalty — devotion to highest duty —
desirable? Then must man carry on amid the
possibilities of betrayal and desertion. The val-
our of devotion to duty consists in the implied
danger of default.

B 8. Is unselfishness — the spirit of self-forget-

fulness — desirable? Then must mortal man live
face to face with the incessant clamouring of an
inescapable self for recognition and honour. Man
could not dynamically choose the divine life if
there were no self-life to forsake. Man could
never lay saving hold on righteousness if there
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were no potential evil to exalt and differentiate
the good by contrast.

9. Is pleasure — the satisfaction of happiness
— desirable? Then must man live in a world
where the alternative of pain and the likelihood
of suffering are ever-present experiential possi-
bilities.

'> ¢ Throughout the universe, every unit is re-
garded as a part of the whole. Survival of the
part is dependent on co-operation with the plan
and purpose of the whole, the wholehearted de-
sire and perfect willingness to do the Father’s di-
vine will. The only evolutionary world without
error (the possibility of unwise judgment) would
be a world without free intelligence. In the Ha-
vona universe there are a billion perfect worlds
with their perfect inhabitants, but evolving man
must be fallible if he is to be free. Free and in-
experienced intelligence cannot possibly at first
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be uniformly wise. The possibility of mistaken
judgment (evil) becomes sin only when the hu-
man will consciously endorses and knowingly
embraces a deliberate immoral judgment.

16 ¢ The full appreciation of truth, beauty, and
goodness is inherent in the perfection of the di-
vine universe. The inhabitants of the Havona
worlds do not require the potential of relative
value levels as a choice stimulus; such perfect
beings are able to identify and choose the good
in the absence of all contrastive and thought-
compelling moral situations. But all such per-
fect beings are, in moral nature and spiritual sta-
tus, what they are by virtue of the fact of exis-
tence. They have experientially earned advance-
ment only within their inherent status. Mortal
man earns even his status as an ascension candi-
date by his own faith and hope. Everything di-
vine which the human mind grasps and the hu-
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man soul acquires is an experiential attainment;
it is a reality of personal experience and is there-
fore a unique possession in contrast to the inher-
ent goodness and righteousness of the inerrant
personalities of Havona.

'7 ¢ The creatures of Havona are naturally brave,
but they are not courageous in the human sense.
They are innately kind and considerate, but
hardly altruistic in the human way. They are ex-
pectant of a pleasant future, but not hopeful in
the exquisite manner of the trusting mortal of the
uncertain evolutionary spheres. They have faith
in the stability of the universe, but they are ut-
ter strangers to that saving faith whereby mor-
tal man climbs from the status of an animal up
to the portals of Paradise. They love the truth,
but they know nothing of its soul-saving quali-
ties. They are idealists, but they were born that
way; they are wholly ignorant of the ecstasy of
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becoming such by exhilarating choice. They are
loyal, but they have never experienced the thrill
of wholehearted and intelligent devotion to duty
in the face of temptation to default. They are un-
selfish, but they never gained such levels of ex-
perience by the magnificent conquest of a bel-
ligerent self. They enjoy pleasure, but they do not
comprehend the sweetness of the pleasure escape
from the pain potential.

6. THE FATHER'S PRIMACY

"With divine selflessness, consummate gen-
erosity, the Universal Father relinquishes author-
ity and delegates power, but he is still primal; his
hand is on the mighty lever of the circumstances
of the universal realms; he has reserved all final
decisions and unerringly wields the all-powerful
veto scepter of his eternal purpose with unchal-
lengeable authority over the welfare and destiny
of the outstretched, whirling, and ever-circling
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creation.

* The sovereignty of God is unlimited; it is the
fundamental fact of all creation. The universe
was not inevitable. The universe is not an acci-
dent, neither is it self-existent. The universe is a
work of creation and is therefore wholly subject
to the will of the Creator. The will of God is di-
vine truth, living love; therefore are the perfect-
ing creations of the evolutionary universes char-
acterized by goodness — nearness to divinity; by
potential evil — remoteness from divinity.

> ¢ All religious philosophy, sooner or later, ar-
rives at the concept of unified universe rule, of
one God. Universe causes cannot be lower than
universe effects. The source of the streams of
universe life and of the cosmic mind must be
above the levels of their manifestation. The hu-
man mind cannot be consistently explained in
terms of the lower orders of existence. Man’s
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mind can be truly comprehended only by recog-
nizing the reality of higher orders of thought and
purposive will. Man as a moral being is inexpli-
cable unless the reality of the Universal Father is
acknowledged.

* The mechanistic philosopher professes to re-
ject the idea of a universal and sovereign will, the
very sovereign will whose activity in the elabo-
ration of universe laws he so deeply reverences.
What unintended homage the mechanist pays
the law-Creator when he conceives such laws to
be self-acting and self-explanatory!

> It is a great blunder to humanize God, except
in the concept of the indwelling Thought Ad-
juster, but even that is not so stupid as completely
to mechanize the idea of the First Great Source
and Centre.

¢ ¢ Does the Paradise Father suffer? I do not
know. The Creator Sons most certainly can and
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sometimes do, even as do mortals. The FEter-
nal Son and the Infinite Spirit suffer in a modi-
fied sense. I think the Universal Father does, but
I cannot understand how; perhaps through the
personality circuit or through the individuality of
the Thought Adjusters and other bestowals of his
eternal nature. He has said of the mortal races,
“In all your afflictions I am afflicted.” He unques-
tionably experiences a fatherly and sympathetic
understanding; he may truly suffer, but I do not
comprehend the nature thereof.

7 ¢ The infinite and eternal Ruler of the universe
of universes is power, form, energy, process, pat-
tern, principle, presence, and idealized reality.
But he is more; he is personal; he exercises a sov-
ereign will, experiences self-consciousness of di-
vinity, executes the mandates of a creative mind,
pursues the satisfaction of the realization of an
eternal purpose, and manifests a Father’s love and
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affection for his universe children. And all these
more personal traits of the Father can be better
understood by observing them as they were re-
vealed in the bestowal life of Michael, your Cre-
ator Son, while he was incarnated on Urantia.

8 ¢ God the Father loves men; God the Son
serves men; God the Spirit inspires the children
of the universe to the ever-ascending adventure
of finding God the Father by the ways ordained
by God the Sons through the ministry of the
grace of God the Spirit.

? [Being the Divine Counsellor assigned to the
presentation of the revelation of the Universal
Father, I have continued with this statement of
the attributes of Deity.]
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Divine Counsellor
HE Universal Father has an eternal purpose
pertaining to the material, intellectual, and
spiritual phenomena of the universe of universes,
which he is executing throughout all time. God
created the universes of his own free and sover-
eign will, and he created them in accordance with
his all-wise and eternal purpose. It is doubtful
whether anyone except the Paradise Deities and
their highest associates really knows very much
about the eternal purpose of God. Even the ex-
alted citizens of Paradise hold very diverse opin-
ions about the nature of the eternal purpose of
the Deities.
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* Tt is easy to deduce that the purpose in creating
the perfect central universe of Havona was purely
the satisfaction of the divine nature. Havona may
serve as the pattern creation for all other univer-
ses and as the finishing school for the pilgrims
of time on their way to Paradise; however, such
a supernal creation must exist primarily for the
pleasure and satisfaction of the perfect and infi-
nite Creators.

? The amazing plan for perfecting evolutionary
mortals and, after their attainment of Paradise
and the Corps of the Finality, providing further
training for some undisclosed future work, does
seem to be, at present, one of the chief concerns
of the seven superuniverses and their many sub-
divisions; but this ascension scheme for spiritual-
izing and training the mortals of time and space
is by no means the exclusive occupation of the
universe intelligences. There are, indeed, many
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other fascinating pursuits which occupy the time
and enlist the energies of the celestial hosts.

1. THE UNIVERSE ATTITUDE OF THE

FATHER
! For ages the inhabitants of Urantia have mis-

understood the providence of God. There is a
providence of divine outworking on your world,
but it is not the childish, arbitrary, and material
ministry many mortals have conceived it to be.
The providence of God consists in the interlock-
ing activities of the celestial beings and the divine
spirits who, in accordance with cosmic law, un-
ceasingly labour for the honour of God and for
the spiritual advancement of his universe chil-
dren.

* Can you not advance in your concept of God’s
dealing with man to that level where you recog-
nize that the watchword of the universe is prog-
ress? Through long ages the human race has
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struggled to reach its present position. Through-
out all these millenniums Providence has been
working out the plan of progressive evolution.
The two thoughts are not opposed in practice,
only in man’s mistaken concepts. Divine provi-
dence is never arrayed in opposition to true hu-
man progress, either temporal or spiritual. Prov-
idence is always consistent with the unchanging
and perfect nature of the supreme Lawmaker.

’ “God is faithful” and “all his commandments
are just” “His faithfulness is established in the
very skies.” “Forever, O Lord, your word is settled
in heaven. Your faithfulness is to all generations;
you have established the earth and it abides.” “He
is a faithful Creator”

* There is no limitation of the forces and per-
sonalities which the Father may use to uphold his
purpose and sustain his creatures. “The eternal
God is our refuge, and underneath are the ever-



214 GOD’S RELATION TO THE UNIVERSE 4:1.5-6

» «

lasting arms.” “He who dwells in the secret place
of the Most High shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty” “Behold, he who keeps us shall
neither slumber nor sleep” “We know that all
things work together for good to those who love
God,” “for the eyes of the Lord are over the righ-
teous, and his ears are open to their prayers.”

> God upholds “all things by the word of his
power. And when new worlds are born, he
“sends forth his Sons and they are created” God
not only creates, but he “preserves them all” God
constantly upholds all things material and all be-
ings spiritual. The universes are eternally stable.
There is stability in the midst of apparent instabil-
ity. There is an underlying order and security in
the midst of the energy upheavals and the physi-
cal cataclysms of the starry realms.

¢ The Universal Father has not withdrawn from
the management of the universes; he is not an in-
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active Deity. If God should retire as the present
upholder of all creation, there would immedi-
ately occur a universal collapse. Except for God,
there would be no such thing as reality. At this
very moment, as during the remote ages of the
past and in the eternal future, God continues to
uphold. The divine reach extends around the cir-
cle of eternity. The universe is not wound up like
a clock to run just so long and then cease to func-
tion; all things are constantly being renewed. The
Father unceasingly pours forth energy, light, and
life. The work of God is literal as well as spiritual.
“He stretches out the north over the empty space
and hangs the earth upon nothing.”

7 ¢ A being of my order is able to discover ul-
timate harmony and to detect far-reaching and
profound co-ordination in the routine affairs of
universe administration. Much that seems dis-
jointed and haphazard to the mortal mind ap-
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pears orderly and constructive to my under-
standing. But there is very much going on in
the universes that I do not fully comprehend. I
have long been a student of, and am more or less
conversant with, the recognized forces, energies,
minds, morontias, spirits, and personalities of
the local universes and the superuniverses. [ have
a general understanding of how these agencies
and personalities operate, and I am intimately fa-
miliar with the workings of the accredited spirit
intelligences of the grand universe. Notwith-
standing my knowledge of the phenomena of the
universes, I am constantly confronted with cos-
mic reactions which I cannot fully fathom. I am
continually encountering apparently fortuitous
conspiracies of the interassociation of forces, en-
ergies, intellects, and spirits, which I cannot sat-
isfactorily explain.

81 am entirely competent to trace out and to
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analyse the working of all phenomena directly
resulting from the functioning of the Universal
Father, the Eternal Son, the Infinite Spirit, and,
to a large extent, the Isle of Paradise. My per-
plexity is occasioned by encountering what ap-
pears to be the performance of their mysterious
co-ordinates, the three Absolutes of potential-
ity. These Absolutes seem to supersede matter,
to transcend mind, and to supervene spirit. I am
constantly confused and often perplexed by my
inability to comprehend these complex transac-
tions which I attribute to the presences and per-
formances of the Unqualified Absolute, the Deity
Absolute, and the Universal Absolute.

? These Absolutes must be the not-fully-re-
vealed presences abroad in the universe which, in
the phenomena of space potency and in the func-
tion of other superultimates, render it impossible
for physicists, philosophers, or even religionists
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to predict with certainty as to just how the pri-
mordials of force, concept, or spirit will respond
to demands made in a complex reality situation
involving supreme adjustments and ultimate val-
ues.

10 ¢ There is also an organic unity in the univer-
ses of time and space which seems to underlie the
whole fabric of cosmic events. This living pres-
ence of the evolving Supreme Being, this Imma-
nence of the Projected Incomplete, is inexplica-
bly manifested ever and anon by what appears
to be an amazingly fortuitous co-ordination of
apparently unrelated universe happenings. This
must be the function of Providence — the realm
of the Supreme Being and the Conjoint Actor.

"' Tam inclined to believe that it is this far-flung
and generally unrecognizable control of the co-
ordination and interassociation of all phases and
forms of universe activity that causes such a var-



219 GOD’S RELATION TO THE UNIVERSE 4:1.12-2.1

iegated and apparently hopelessly confused med-
ley of physical, mental, moral, and spiritual phe-
nomena so unerringly to work out to the glory of
God and for the good of men and angels.

'2 But in the larger sense the apparent “accidents”
of the cosmos are undoubtedly a part of the finite
drama of the time-space adventure of the Infinite
in his eternal manipulation of the Absolutes.

2. GOD AND NATURE

! Nature is in a limited sense the physical habit
of God. The conduct, or action, of God is qual-
ified and provisionally modified by the exper-
imental plans and the evolutionary patterns of
a local universe, a constellation, a system, or
a planet. God acts in accordance with a well-
defined, unchanging, immutable law through-
out the wide-spreading master universe; but he
modifies the patterns of his action so as to con-
tribute to the co-ordinate and balanced conduct
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of each universe, constellation, system, planet,
and personality in accordance with the local ob-
jects, aims, and plans of the finite projects of evo-
lutionary unfolding.

2 Therefore, nature, as mortal man understands
it, presents the underlying foundation and fun-
damental background of a changeless Deity and
his immutable laws, modified by, fluctuating be-
cause of, and experiencing upheavals through,
the working of the local plans, purposes, patterns,
and conditions which have been inaugurated and
are being carried out by the local universe, con-
stellation, system, and planetary forces and per-
sonalities. For example: As God’s laws have been
ordained in Nebadon, they are modified by the
plans established by the Creator Son and Creative
Spirit of this local universe; and in addition to all
this the operation of these laws has been further
influenced by the errors, defaults, and insurrec-
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tions of certain beings resident upon your planet
and belonging to your immediate planetary sys-
tem of Satania*.

> ¢ Nature is a time-space resultant of two cos-
mic factors: first, the immutability, perfection,
and rectitude of Paradise Deity, and second,
the experimental plans, executive blunders, in-
surrectionary errors, incompleteness of develop-
ment, and imperfection of wisdom of the extra-
Paradise creatures, from the highest to the low-
est. Nature therefore carries a uniform, unchang-
ing, majestic, and marvellous thread of perfec-
tion from the circle of eternity; but in each uni-
verse, on each planet, and in each individual life,
this nature is modified, qualified, and perchance
marred by the acts, the mistakes, and the disloy-
alties of the creatures of the evolutionary systems

2.2. Satania, is a coined word from the Hebrew 1O satan “ad-
versary’, resulting in the probable meaning of “the hostile sys-
tem”.
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and universes; and therefore must nature ever be
of a changing mood, whimsical withal, though
stable underneath, and varied in accordance with
the operating procedures of a local universe.

* Nature is the perfection of Paradise divided
by the incompletion, evil, and sin of the unfin-
ished universes. This quotient is thus expressive
of both the perfect and the partial, of both the
eternal and the temporal. Continuing evolution
modifies nature by augmenting the content of
Paradise perfection and by diminishing the con-
tent of the evil, error, and disharmony of relative
reality.

> ¢ God is not personally present in nature or in
any of the forces of nature, for the phenomenon
of nature is the superimposition of the imper-
fections of progressive evolution and, sometimes,
the consequences of insurrectionary rebellion,
upon the Paradise foundations of God’s univer-



223 GOD’S RELATION TO THE UNIVERSE 4:2.6-7

sal law. As it appears on such a world as Urantia,
nature can never be the adequate expression, the
true representation, the faithful portrayal, of an
all-wise and infinite God.

® Nature, on your world, is a qualification of the
laws of perfection by the evolutionary plans of the
local universe. What a travesty to worship nature
because it is in a limited, qualified sense pervaded
by God; because it is a phase of the universal and,
therefore, divine power! Nature also is a manifes-
tation of the unfinished, the incomplete, the im-
perfect outworkings of the development, growth,
and progress of a universe experiment in cosmic
evolution.

7 The apparent defects of the natural world are
not indicative of any such corresponding defects
in the character of God. Rather are such observed
imperfections merely the inevitable stop-mo-
ments in the exhibition of the ever-moving reel
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of infinity picturization. Itis these very defect-in-
terruptions of perfection-continuity which make
it possible for the finite mind of material man to
catch a fleeting glimpse of divine reality in time
and space. The material manifestations of divin-
ity appear defective to the evolutionary mind of
man only because mortal man persists in view-
ing the phenomena of nature through natural
eyes, human vision unaided by morontia mota*
or by revelation, its compensatory substitute on
the worlds of time.

8 And nature is marred, her beautiful face is
scarred, her features are seared, by the rebellion,
the misconduct, the misthinking of the myriads
of creatures who are a part of nature, but who
have contributed to her disfigurement in time.

7. mota, is a coined word from the Latin motus “movement”, be-
cause the super-knowledge corresponding to the true harmony
of science, philosophy and religion is inherently active and mov-
ing.
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No, nature is not God. Nature is not an object
of worship.

3. GOD’S UNCHANGING CHARACTER

" All too long has man thought of God as one
like himself. God is not, never was, and never
will be jealous of man or any other being in the
universe of universes. Knowing that the Creator
Son intended man to be the masterpiece of the
planetary creation, to be the ruler of all the earth,
the sight of his being dominated by his own baser
passions, the spectacle of his bowing down before
idols of wood, stone, gold, and selfish ambition
— these sordid scenes stir God and his Sons to
be jealous for man, but never of him.

> The eternal God is incapable of wrath and
anger in the sense of these human emotions and
as man understands such reactions. These senti-
ments are mean and despicable; they are hardly
worthy of being called human, much less divine;
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and such attitudes are utterly foreign to the per-
fect nature and gracious character of the Univer-
sal Father.

> ¢ Much, very much, of the difficulty which
Urantia mortals have in understanding God is
due to the far-reaching consequences of the Lu-
cifer* rebellion and the Caligastia* betrayal. On
worlds not segregated by sin, the evolutionary
races are able to formulate far better ideas of the
Universal Father; they suffer less from confusion,
distortion, and perversion of concept.

*¢God repents of nothing he has ever done,

3.3. Lucifer, Normally, the Urantia Papers coin new words to
designate some personality (such as Caligastia below), unless
the personality is already accurately identified in the existing hu-
man records, e.g. the Bible. This is the case here, i.e. this Lucifer
is none other than the “son of the morning” who is “fallen from
heaven” and “cut down to the ground” of Isaiah 14:12.

3. Caligastia, is a coined word from the Latin verb caligo “to be
in darkness, waste away”, resulting in the total meaning of “the
one who is in total darkness”
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now does, or ever will do. He is all-wise as
well as all-powerful. Man’s wisdom grows out of
the trials and errors of human experience; God’s
wisdom consists in the unqualified perfection
of his infinite universe insight, and this divine
foreknowledge effectively directs the creative free
will.

> The Universal Father never does anything that
causes subsequent sorrow or regret, but the will
creatures of the planning and making of his Cre-
ator personalities in the outlying universes, by
their unfortunate choosing, sometimes occasion
emotions of divine sorrow in the personalities of
their Creator parents. But though the Father nei-
ther makes mistakes, harbours regrets, nor expe-
riences sorrows, he is a being with a father’s affec-
tion, and his heart is undoubtedly grieved when
his children fail to attain the spiritual levels they
are capable of reaching with the assistance which
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has been so freely provided by the spiritual-at-
tainment plans and the mortal-ascension policies
of the universes.

¢ The infinite goodness of the Father is beyond
the comprehension of the finite mind of time;
hence must there always be afforded a contrast
with comparative evil (not sin) for the effective
exhibition of all phases of relative goodness. Per-
fection of divine goodness can be discerned by
mortal imperfection of insight only because it
stands in contrastive association with relative im-
perfection in the relationships of time and matter
in the motions of space.

7 The character of God is infinitely superhuman;
therefore must such a nature of divinity be per-
sonalized, as in the divine Sons, before it can even
be faith-grasped by the finite mind of man.

4. THE REALIZATION OF GOD
! God is the only stationary, self-contained, and
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changeless being in the whole universe of uni-
verses, having no outside, no beyond, no past,
and no future. God is purposive energy (creative
spirit) and absolute will, and these are self-exis-
tent and universal.

* Since God is self-existent, he is absolutely in-
dependent. The very identity of God is inimical
to change. “I, the Lord, change not” God is im-
mutable; but not until you achieve Paradise status
can you even begin to understand how God can
pass from simplicity to complexity, from identity
to variation, from quiescence to motion, from in-
finity to finitude, from the divine to the human,
and from unity to duality and triunity. And God
can thus modify the manifestations of his ab-
soluteness because divine immutability does not
imply immobility; God has will — he is will.

’ God is the being of absolute self-determina-
tion; there are no limits to his universe reactions
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save those which are self-imposed, and his free-
will acts are conditioned only by those divine
qualities and perfect attributes which inherently
characterize his eternal nature. Therefore is God
related to the universe as the being of final good-
ness plus a free will of creative infinity.

* The Father-Absolute is the creator of the cen-
tral and perfect universe and the Father of all
other Creators. Personality, goodness, and nu-
merous other characteristics, God shares with
man and other beings, but infinity of will is his
alone. God is limited in his creative acts only
by the sentiments of his eternal nature and by
the dictates of his infinite wisdom. God person-
ally chooses only that which is infinitely perfect,
hence the supernal perfection of the central uni-
verse; and while the Creator Sons fully share his
divinity, even phases of his absoluteness, they
are not altogether limited by that finality of wis-
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dom which directs the Father’s infinity of will.
Hence, in the Michael order of sonship, creative
free will becomes even more active, wholly divine
and well-nigh ultimate, if not absolute. The Fa-
ther is infinite and eternal, but to deny the possi-
bility of his volitional self-limitation amounts to
a denial of this very concept of his volitional ab-
soluteness.

> ¢ God’s absoluteness pervades all seven levels
of universe reality. And the whole of this absolute
nature is subject to the relationship of the Creator
to his universe creature family. Precision may
characterize trinitarian justice in the universe of
universes, but in all his vast family relationship
with the creatures of time the God of universes
is governed by divine sentiment. First and last —
eternally — the infinite God is a Father. Of all the
possible titles by which he might appropriately be
known, [ have been instructed to portray the God
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of all creation as the Universal Father.

®In God the Father freewill performances are
not ruled by power, nor are they guided by in-
tellect alone; the divine personality is defined as
consisting in spirit and manifesting himself to the
universes as love. Therefore, in all his personal
relations with the creature personalities of the
universes, the First Source and Centre is always
and consistently a loving Father. God is a Father
in the highest sense of the term. He is eternally
motivated by the perfect idealism of divine love,
and that tender nature finds its strongest expres-
sion and greatest satisfaction in loving and being
loved.

7 ¢ In science, God is the First Cause; in reli-
gion, the universal and loving Father; in philo-
sophy, the one being who exists by himself, not
dependent on any other being for existence but
beneficently conferring reality of existence on all
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things and upon all other beings. But it requires
revelation to show that the First Cause of science
and the self-existent Unity of philosophy are the
God of religion, full of mercy and goodness and
pledged to effect the eternal survival of his chil-
dren on earth.

8 We crave the concept of the Infinite, but we
worship the experience-idea of God, our any-
where and any-time capacity to grasp the person-
ality and divinity factors of our highest concept of
Deity.

? The consciousness of a victorious human life
on earth is born of that creature faith which
dares to challenge each recurring episode of exis-
tence when confronted with the awful spectacle
of human limitations, by the unfailing declara-
tion: Even if I cannot do this, there lives in me
one who can and will do it, a part of the Father-
Absolute of the universe of universes. And that
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is “the victory which overcomes the world, even
your faith”

5. ERRONEOUS IDEAS OF GOD

! Religious tradition is the imperfectly pre-
served record of the experiences of the God-
knowing men of past ages, but such records are
untrustworthy as guides for religious living or as
the source of true information about the Univer-
sal Father. Such ancient beliefs have been invari-
ably altered by the fact that primitive man was a
mythmaker.

> One of the greatest sources of confusion on
Urantia concerning the nature of God grows out
of the failure of your sacred books clearly to dis-
tinguish between the personalities of the Paradise
Trinity and between Paradise Deity and the lo-
cal universe creators and administrators. During
the past dispensations of partial understanding,
your priests and prophets failed clearly to differ-
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entiate between Planetary Princes, System Sov-
ereigns, Constellation Fathers, Creator Sons, Su-
peruniverse Rulers, the Supreme Being, and the
Universal Father. Many of the messages of sub-
ordinate personalities, such as Life Carriers and
various orders of angels, have been, in your re-
cords, presented as coming from God himself.
Urantian religious thought still confuses the as-
sociate personalities of Deity with the Universal
Father himself, so that all are included under one
appellation.

> ¢ The people of Urantia continue to suffer from
the influence of primitive concepts of God. The
gods who go on a rampage in the storm; who
shake the earth in their wrath and strike down
men in their anger; who inflict their judgments of
displeasure in times of famine and flood — these
are the gods of primitive religion; they are not
the Gods who live and rule the universes. Such
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concepts are a relic of the times when men sup-
posed that the universe was under the guidance
and domination of the whims of such imaginary
gods. But mortal man is beginning to realize that
he lives in a realm of comparative law and or-
der as far as concerns the administrative policies
and conduct of the Supreme Creators and the Su-
preme Controllers.

* ¢ The barbarous idea of appeasing an angry
God, of propitiating an offended Lord, of win-
ning the favour of Deity through sacrifices and
penance and even by the shedding of blood, rep-
resents a religion wholly puerile and primitive,
a philosophy unworthy of an enlightened age of
science and truth. Such beliefs are utterly repul-
sive to the celestial beings and the divine rulers
who serve and reign in the universes. It is an af-
front to God to believe, hold, or teach that in-
nocent blood must be shed in order to win his
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favour or to divert the fictitious divine wrath.

> The Hebrews believed that “without the shed-
ding of blood there could be no remission of
sin”* They had not found deliverance from the
old and pagan idea that the Gods could not be
appeased except by the sight of blood, though
Moses did make a distinct advance when he for-
bade human sacrifices and substituted therefor,
in the primitive minds of his childlike Bedouin
followers, the ceremonial sacrifice of animals.

¢ The bestowal of a Paradise Son on your world
was inherent in the situation of closing a plane-
tary age; it was inescapable, and it was not made
necessary for the purpose of winning the favour
of God. This bestowal also happened to be the
final personal act of a Creator Son in the long ad-
venture of earning the experiential sovereignty
of his universe. What a travesty upon the infi-

5.5. “without ... sin”, Hebrews 9:22.
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nite character of God! this teaching that his fa-
therly heart in all its austere coldness and hard-
ness was so untouched by the misfortunes and
sorrows of his creatures that his tender mercies
were not forthcoming until he saw his blameless
Son bleeding and dying upon the cross of Cal-
vary!

7 But the inhabitants of Urantia are to find de-
liverance from these ancient errors and pagan
superstitions respecting the nature of the Uni-
versal Father. The revelation of the truth about
God is appearing, and the human race is destined
to know the Universal Father in all that beauty
of character and loveliness of attributes so mag-
nificently portrayed by the Creator Son who so-
journed on Urantia as the Son of Man and the
Son of God.

8 [Presented by a Divine Counsellor of Uversa.]
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Divine Counsellor

F THE finite mind of man is unable to compre-

hend how so great and so majestic a God as
the Universal Father can descend from his eter-
nal abode in infinite perfection to fraternize with
the individual human creature, then must such
a finite intellect rest assurance of divine fellow-
ship upon the truth of the fact that an actual frag-
ment of the living God resides within the intel-
lect of every normal-minded and morally con-
scious Urantia mortal. The indwelling Thought
Adjusters are a part of the eternal Deity of the
Paradise Father. Man does not have to go far-



240 GOD’S RELATION TO THE INDIVIDUAL 5:0.2-1.1

ther than his own inner experience of the soul’s
contemplation of this spiritual-reality presence
to find God and attempt communion with him.

?> God has distributed the infinity of his eternal
nature throughout the existential realities of his
six absolute co-ordinates, but he may, at any time,
make direct personal contact with any part or
phase or kind of creation through the agency of
his prepersonal fragments. And the eternal God
has also reserved to himself the prerogative of
bestowing personality upon the divine Creators
and the living creatures of the universe of univer-
ses, while he has further reserved the prerogative
of maintaining direct and parental contact with
all these personal beings through the personality
circuit.

1. THE APPROACH TO GOD

! The inability of the finite creature to approach
the infinite Father is inherent, not in the Father’s
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aloofness, but in the finiteness and material lim-
itations of created beings. The magnitude of the
spiritual difference between the highest person-
ality of universe existence and the lower groups
of created intelligences is inconceivable. Were
it possible for the lower orders of intelligence to
be transported instantly into the presence of the
Father himself, they would not know they were
there. They would there be just as oblivious of the
presence of the Universal Father as where they
now are. There is a long, long road ahead of mor-
tal man before he can consistently and within the
realms of possibility ask for safe conduct into the
Paradise presence of the Universal Father. Spiri-
tually, man must be translated many times before
he can attain a plane that will yield the spiritual
vision which will enable him to see even any one
of the Seven Master Spirits.

? Our Father is not in hiding; he is not in arbi-
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trary seclusion. He has mobilized the resources
of divine wisdom in a never-ending effort to re-
veal himself to the children of his universal do-
mains. There is an infinite grandeur and an inex-
pressible generosity connected with the majesty
of his love which causes him to yearn for the as-
sociation of every created being who can com-
prehend, love, or approach him; and it is, there-
fore, the limitations inherent in you, inseparable
from your finite personality and material exis-
tence, that determine the time and place and cir-
cumstances in which you may achieve the goal of
the journey of mortal ascension and stand in the
presence of the Father at the centre of all things.

> ¢ Although the approach to the Paradise pres-
ence of the Father must await your attainment of
the highest finite levels of spirit progression, you
should rejoice in the recognition of the ever-pre-
sent possibility of immediate communion with
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the bestowal spirit of the Father so intimately as-
sociated with your inner soul and your spiritual-
izing self.

* The mortals of the realms of time and space
may differ greatly in innate abilities and intellec-
tual endowment, they may enjoy environments
exceptionally favourable to social advancement
and moral progress, or they may suffer from the
lack of almost every human aid to culture and
supposed advancement in the arts of civilization;
but the possibilities for spiritual progress in the
ascension career are equal to all; increasing levels
of spiritual insight and cosmic meanings are at-
tained quite independently of all such sociomoral
differentials of the diversified material environ-
ments on the evolutionary worlds.

> However Urantia mortals may differ in their
intellectual, social, economic, and even moral
opportunities and endowments, forget not that



244 GOD’S RELATION TO THE INDIVIDUAL 5:1.6-7

their spiritual endowment is uniform and unique.
They all enjoy the same divine presence of the gift
from the Father, and they are all equally privi-
leged to seek intimate personal communion with
this indwelling spirit of divine origin, while they
may all equally choose to accept the uniform spir-
itual leading of these Mystery Monitors.

¢ ¢ If mortal man is wholeheartedly spiritually
motivated, unreservedly consecrated to the do-
ing of the Father’s will, then, since he is so cer-
tainly and so effectively spiritually endowed by
the indwelling and divine Adjuster, there cannot
fail to materialize in that individual’s experience
the sublime consciousness of knowing God and
the supernal assurance of surviving for the pur-
pose of finding God by the progressive experi-
ence of becoming more and more like him.

7Man is spiritually indwelt by a surviving
Thought Adjuster. If such a human mind is sin-
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cerely and spiritually motivated, if such a human
soul desires to know God and become like him,
honestly wants to do the Father’s will, there ex-
ists no negative influence of mortal deprivation
nor positive power of possible interference which
can prevent such a divinely motivated soul from
securely ascending to the portals of Paradise.

8 The Father desires all his creatures to be in per-
sonal communion with him. He has on Paradise
a place to receive all those whose survival status
and spiritual nature make possible such attain-
ment. Therefore settle in your philosophy now
and forever: To each of you and to all of us, God
is approachable, the Father is attainable, the way
is open; the forces of divine love and the ways
and means of divine administration are all inter-
locked in an effort to facilitate the advancement
of every worthy intelligence of every universe to
the Paradise presence of the Universal Father.



246 GOD’S RELATION TO THE INDIVIDUAL 5:1.9-10

? The fact that vast time is involved in the attain-
ment of God makes the presence and personal-
ity of the Infinite none the less real. Your ascen-
sion is a part of the circuit of the seven superuni-
verses, and though you swing around it countless
times, you may expect, in spirit and in status, to
be ever swinging inward. You can depend upon
being translated from sphere to sphere, from the
outer circuits ever nearer the inner centre, and
some day, doubt not, you shall stand in the di-
vine and central presence and see him, figura-
tively speaking, face to face. It is a question of
the attainment of actual and literal spiritual lev-
els; and these spiritual levels are attainable by any
being who has been indwelt by a Mystery Mon-
itor, and who has subsequently eternally fused
with that Thought Adjuster.

10 ¢ The Father is not in spiritual hiding, but so
many of his creatures have hidden themselves
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away in the mists of their own wilful decisions
and for the time being have separated themselves
from the communion of his spirit and the spirit
of his Son by the choosing of their own perverse
ways and by the indulgence of the self-assertive-
ness of their intolerant minds and unspiritual na-
tures.

' Mortal man may draw near God and may re-
peatedly forsake the divine will so long as the
power of choice remains. Man’s final doom is
not sealed until he has lost the power to choose
the Father’s will. There is never a closure of the
Father’s heart to the need and the petition of his
children. Only do his offspring close their hearts
forever to the Father’s drawing power when they
finally and forever lose the desire to do his divine
will — to know him and to be like him. Like-
wise is man’s eternal destiny assured when Ad-
juster fusion proclaims to the universe that such
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an ascender has made the final and irrevocable
choice to live the Father’s will.

12 The great God makes direct contact with mor-
tal man and gives a part of his infinite and eter-
nal and incomprehensible self to live and dwell
within him. God has embarked upon the eternal
adventure with man. If you yield to the leadings
of the spiritual forces in you and around you, you
cannot fail to attain the high destiny established
by a loving God as the universe goal of his as-
cendant creatures from the evolutionary worlds
of space.

2. THE PRESENCE OF GOD

! The physical presence of the Infinite is the re-
ality of the material universe. The mind presence
of Deity must be determined by the depth of in-
dividual intellectual experience and by the evolu-
tionary personality level. The spiritual presence
of Divinity must of necessity be differential in the
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universe. It is determined by the spiritual capac-
ity of receptivity and by the degree of the conse-
cration of the creature’s will to the doing of the
divine will.

*> God lives in every one of his spirit-born sons.
The Paradise Sons always have access to the pres-
ence of God, “the right hand of the Father;” and
all of his creature personalities have access to the
“bosom of the Father” This refers to the person-
ality circuit, whenever, wherever, and however
contacted, or otherwise entails personal, self-
conscious contact and communion with the Uni-
versal Father, whether at the central abode or at
some other designated place, as on one of the
seven sacred spheres of Paradise.

? The divine presence cannot, however, be dis-
covered anywhere in nature or even in the lives
of God-knowing mortals so fully and so certainly
as in your attempted communion with the in-



250 GOD’S RELATION TO THE INDIVIDUAL 5:2.4

dwelling Mystery Monitor, the Paradise Thought
Adjuster. What a mistake to dream of God far
off in the skies when the spirit of the Universal
Father lives within your own mind!

*¢1t is because of this God fragment that in-
dwells you that you can hope, as you progress in
harmonizing with the Adjuster’s spiritual lead-
ings, more fully to discern the presence and
transforming power of those other spiritual influ-
ences that surround you and impinge upon you
but do not function as an integral part of you.
The fact that you are not intellectually conscious
of close and intimate contact with the indwelling
Adjuster does not in the least disprove such an
exalted experience. The proof of fraternity with
the divine Adjuster consists wholly in the nature
and extent of the fruits of the spirit which are
yielded in the life experience of the individual be-
liever. “By their fruits you shall know them.
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> Tt is exceedingly difficult for the meagrely spir-
itualized, material mind of mortal man to experi-
ence marked consciousness of the spirit activities
of such divine entities as the Paradise Adjusters.
As the soul of joint mind and Adjuster creation
becomes increasingly existent, there also evolves
a new phase of soul consciousness which is ca-
pable of experiencing the presence, and of recog-
nizing the spirit leadings and other supermaterial
activities, of the Mystery Monitors.

% The entire experience of Adjuster communion
is one involving moral status, mental motivation,
and spiritual experience. The self-realization of
such an achievement is mainly, though not ex-
clusively, limited to the realms of soul conscious-
ness, but the proofs are forthcoming and abun-
dant in the manifestation of the fruits of the spirit
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in the lives of all such inner-spirit contactors.

3. TRUE WORSHIP

"' Though the Paradise Deities, from the uni-
verse standpoint, are as one, in their spiritual
relations with such beings as inhabit Urantia
they are also three distinct and separate persons.
There is a difference between the Godheads in
the matter of personal appeals, communion, and
other intimate relations. In the highest sense,
we worship the Universal Father and him only.
True, we can and do worship the Father as he
is manifested in his Creator Sons, but it is the
Father, directly or indirectly, who is worshipped
and adored.

? Supplications of all kinds belong to the realm
of the Eternal Son and the Son’s spiritual orga-
nization. Prayers, all formal communications,
everything except adoration and worship of the
Universal Father, are matters that concern a lo-
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cal universe; they do not ordinarily proceed out
of the realm of the jurisdiction of a Creator Son.
But worship is undoubtedly encircuited and dis-
patched to the person of the Creator by the func-
tion of the Father’s personality circuit. We fur-
ther believe that such registry of the homage of an
Adjuster-indwelt creature is facilitated by the Fa-
ther’s spirit presence. There exists a tremendous
amount of evidence to substantiate such a belief,
and I know that all orders of Father fragments
are empowered to register the bona fide adora-
tion of their subjects acceptably in the presence of
the Universal Father. The Adjusters undoubtedly
also utilize direct prepersonal channels of com-
munication with God, and they are likewise able
to utilize the spirit-gravity circuits of the Eternal
Son.

? Worship is for its own sake; prayer embodies a
self- or creature-interest element; that is the great
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difference between worship and prayer. There
is absolutely no self-request or other element of
personal interest in true worship; we simply wor-
ship God for what we comprehend him to be.
Worship asks nothing and expects nothing for
the worshipper. We do not worship the Father
because of anything we may derive from such
veneration; we render such devotion and engage
in such worship as a natural and spontaneous re-
action to the recognition of the Father’s matchless
personality and because of his lovable nature and
adorable attributes.

* The moment the element of self-interest in-
trudes upon worship, that instant devotion trans-
lates from worship to prayer and more appro-
priately should be directed to the person of the
Eternal Son or the Creator Son. But in practical
religious experience there exists no reason why
prayer should not be addressed to God the Father
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as a part of true worship.

> When you deal with the practical affairs of
your daily life, you are in the hands of the spirit
personalities having origin in the Third Source
and Centre; you are co-operating with the agen-
cies of the Conjoint Actor. And so it is: You wor-
ship God; pray to, and commune with, the Son;
and work out the details of your earthly sojourn
in connection with the intelligences of the Infi-
nite Spirit operating on your world and through-
out your universe.

¢ ¢ The Creator or Sovereign Sons who preside
over the destinies of the local universes stand in
the place of both the Universal Father and the
Eternal Son of Paradise. These Universe Sons re-
ceive, in the name of the Father, the adoration
of worship and give ear to the pleas of their peti-
tioning subjects throughout their respective cre-
ations. To the children of a local universe a Mi-
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chael Son is, to all practical intents and purposes,
God. He is the local universe personification of
the Universal Father and the Eternal Son. The In-
finite Spirit maintains personal contact with the
children of these realms through the Universe
Spirits, the administrative and creative associates
of the Paradise Creator Sons.

7 ¢ Sincere worship connotes the mobilization of
all the powers of the human personality under
the dominance of the evolving soul and subject
to the divine directionization of the associated
Thought Adjuster. The mind of material lim-
itations can never become highly conscious of
the real significance of true worship. Man’s re-
alization of the reality of the worship experience
is chiefly determined by the developmental sta-
tus of his evolving immortal soul. The spiritual
growth of the soul takes place wholly indepen-
dently of the intellectual self-consciousness.
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8 The worship experience consists in the sub-
lime attempt of the betrothed Adjuster to com-
municate to the divine Father the inexpressible
longings and the unutterable aspirations of the
human soul — the conjoint creation of the God-
seeking mortal mind and the God-revealing im-
mortal Adjuster. Worship is, therefore, the act of
the material mind’s assenting to the attempt of its
spiritualizing self, under the guidance of the asso-
ciated spirit, to communicate with God as a faith
son of the Universal Father. The mortal mind
consents to worship; the immortal soul craves
and initiates worship; the divine Adjuster pres-
ence conducts such worship in behalf of the mor-
tal mind and the evolving immortal soul. True
worship, in the last analysis, becomes an expe-
rience realized on four cosmic levels: the intel-
lectual, the morontial, the spiritual, and the per-
sonal — the consciousness of mind, soul, and
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spirit, and their unification in personality.

4. GOD IN RELIGION

"'The morality of the religions of evolution
drives men forward in the God quest by the mo-
tive power of fear. The religions of revelation al-
lure men to seek for a God of love because they
crave to become like him. But religion is not
merely a passive feeling of “absolute dependence”
and “surety of survival’; it is a living and dynamic
experience of divinity attainment predicated on
humanity service.

* The great and immediate service of true reli-
gion is the establishment of an enduring unity
in human experience, a lasting peace and a pro-
found assurance. With primitive man, even poly-
theism is a relative unification of the evolving
concept of Deity; polytheism is monotheism in
the making. Sooner or later, God is destined to
be comprehended as the reality of values, the sub-
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stance of meanings, and the life of truth.

® God is not only the determiner of destiny; he
is man’s eternal destination. All nonreligious hu-
man activities seek to bend the universe to the
distorting service of self; the truly religious indi-
vidual seeks to identify the self with the universe
and then to dedicate the activities of this unified
self to the service of the universe family of fellow
beings, human and superhuman.

* ¢ The domains of philosophy and art intervene
between the nonreligious and the religious activ-
ities of the human self. Through art and philo-
sophy the material-minded man is inveigled into
the contemplation of the spiritual realities and
universe values of eternal meanings.

> ¢ All religions teach the worship of Deity and
some doctrine of human salvation. The Buddhist
religion promises salvation from suffering, un-
ending peace; the Jewish religion promises sal-
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vation from difficulties, prosperity predicated on
righteousness; the Greek religion promised sal-
vation from disharmony, ugliness, by the real-
ization of beauty; Christianity promises salvation
from sin, sanctity; Mohammedanism provides
deliverance from the rigorous moral standards of
Judaism and Christianity. The religion of Jesus is
salvation from self, deliverance from the evils of
creature isolation in time and in eternity.

® The Hebrews based their religion on good-
ness; the Greeks on beauty; both religions sought
truth. Jesus revealed a God of love, and love is
all-embracing of truth, beauty, and goodness.

7 The Zoroastrians had a religion of morals; the
Hindus a religion of metaphysics; the Confucian-
ists a religion of ethics. Jesus lived a religion of
service. All these religions are of value in that they
are valid approaches to the religion of Jesus. Reli-
gion is destined to become the reality of the spir-
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itual unification of all that is good, beautiful, and
true in human experience.

8 The Greek religion had a watchword “Know
yourself”; the Hebrews centred their teaching on
“Know your God”; the Christians preach a gospel
aimed at a “knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ”;
Jesus proclaimed the good news of “knowing
God, and yourself as a son of God.” These differ-
ing concepts of the purpose of religion determine
the individual’s attitude in various life situations
and foreshadow the depth of worship and the na-
ture of his personal habits of prayer. The spiritual
status of any religion may be determined by the
nature of its prayers.

? ¢'The concept of a semihuman and jealous
God is an inevitable transition between polythe-
ism and sublime monotheism. An exalted an-
thropomorphism is the highest attainment level
of purely evolutionary religion. Christianity has
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elevated the concept of anthropomorphism from
the ideal of the human to the transcendent and
divine concept of the person of the glorified
Christ. And this is the highest anthropomor-
phism that man can ever conceive.

10 ¢ The Christian concept of God is an attempt

to combine three separate teachings:

"1 1. The Hebrew concept — God as a vindicator

of moral values, a righteous God.

12 2. The Greek concept — God as a unifier, a

God of wisdom.

B3, Jesus’ concept — God as a living friend, a

loving Father, the divine presence.

'* ¢ It must therefore be evident that composite
Christian theology encounters great difficulty in
attaining consistency. This difficulty is further
aggravated by the fact that the doctrines of early
Christianity were generally based on the personal
religious experience of three different persons:
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Philo of Alexandria, Jesus of Nazareth, and Paul
of Tarsus.

1> ¢ In the study of the religious life of Jesus, view
him positively. Think not so much of his sin-
lessness as of his righteousness, his loving ser-
vice. Jesus upstepped the passive love disclosed
in the Hebrew concept of the heavenly Father to
the higher active and creature-loving affection of
a God who is the Father of every individual, even
of the wrongdoer.

5. THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF GOD

! Morality has its origin in the reason of self-
consciousness; it is superanimal but wholly evo-
lutionary. Human evolution embraces in its un-
folding all endowments antecedent to the be-
stowal of the Adjusters and to the pouring out of
the Spirit of Truth. But the attainment of levels
of morality does not deliver man from the real
struggles of mortal living. Man’s physical envi-
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ronment entails the battle for existence; the social
surroundings necessitate ethical adjustments; the
moral situations require the making of choices in
the highest realms of reason; the spiritual expe-
rience (having realized God) demands that man
find him and sincerely strive to be like him.

? Religion is not grounded in the facts of sci-
ence, the obligations of society, the assumptions
of philosophy, or the implied duties of morality.
Religion is an independent realm of human re-
sponse to life situations and is unfailingly exhib-
ited at all stages of human development which
are postmoral. Religion may permeate all four
levels of the realization of values and the enjoy-
ment of universe fellowship: the physical or ma-
terial level of self-preservation; the social or emo-
tional level of fellowship; the moral or duty level
of reason; the spiritual level of the consciousness
of universe fellowship through divine worship.
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> The fact-seeking scientist conceives of God as
the First Cause, a God of force. The emotional
artist sees God as the ideal of beauty, a God of
aesthetics. The reasoning philosopher is some-
times inclined to posit a God of universal unity,
even a pantheistic Deity. The religionist of faith
believes in a God who fosters survival, the Father
in heaven, the God of love.

* ¢ Moral conduct is always an antecedent of
evolved religion and a part of even revealed reli-
gion, but never the whole of religious experience.
Social service is the result of moral thinking and
religious living. Morality does not biologically
lead to the higher spiritual levels of religious ex-
perience. The adoration of the abstract beautiful
is not the worship of God; neither is exaltation of
nature nor the reverence of unity the worship of
God.

> Evolutionary religion is the mother of the sci-
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ence, art, and philosophy which elevated man to
the level of receptivity to revealed religion, in-
cluding the bestowal of Adjusters and the coming
of the Spirit of Truth. The evolutionary picture of
human existence begins and ends with religion,
albeit very different qualities of religion, one evo-
lutional and biological, the other revelational and
periodical. And so, while religion is normal and
natural to man, it is also optional. Man does not
have to be religious against his will.

¢ ¢ Religious experience, being essentially spir-
itual, can never be fully understood by the ma-
terial mind; hence the function of theology, the
psychology of religion. The essential doctrine of
the human realization of God creates a paradox
in finite comprehension. It is well-nigh impos-
sible for human logic and finite reason to har-
monize the concept of divine immanence, God
within and a part of every individual, with the
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idea of God’s transcendence, the divine domina-
tion of the universe of universes. These two es-
sential concepts of Deity must be unified in the
faith-grasp of the concept of the transcendence
of a personal God and in the realization of the
indwelling presence of a fragment of that God in
order to justify intelligent worship and validate
the hope of personality survival. The difficulties
and paradoxes of religion are inherent in the fact
that the realities of religion are utterly beyond the
mortal capacity for intellectual comprehension.

7 ¢ Mortal man secures three great satisfactions
from religious experience, even in the days of his
temporal sojourn on earth:

1. Intellectually he acquires the satisfactions

of a more unified human consciousness.
9

2. Philosophically he enjoys the substantia-
tion of his ideals of moral values.

10 3. Spiritually he thrives in the experience of
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divine companionship, in the spiritual satisfac-
tions of true worship.

' ¢ God-consciousness, as it is experienced by
an evolving mortal of the realms, must consist of
three varying factors, three differential levels of
reality realization. There is first the mind con-
sciousness — the comprehension of the idea of
God. Then follows the soul consciousness — the
realization of the ideal of God. Last, dawns the
spirit consciousness — the realization of the spirit
reality of God. By the unification of these factors
of the divine realization, no matter how incom-
plete, the mortal personality at all times over-
spreads all conscious levels with a realization of
the personality of God. In those mortals who
have attained the Corps of the Finality all this will
in time lead to the realization of the supremacy of
God and may subsequently eventuate in the real-
ization of the ultimacy of God, some phase of the
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absonite superconsciousness of the Paradise Fa-
ther.

12 The experience of God-consciousness remains
the same from generation to generation, but with
each advancing epoch in human knowledge the
philosophic concept and the theologic defini-
tions of God must change. God-knowingness, re-
ligious consciousness, is a universe reality, but no
matter how valid (real) religious experience is, it
must be willing to subject itself to intelligent crit-
icism and reasonable philosophic interpretation;
it must not seek to be a thing apart in the totality
of human experience.

1 ¢ Eternal survival of personality is wholly de-
pendent on the choosing of the mortal mind,
whose decisions determine the survival poten-
tial of the immortal soul. When the mind be-
lieves God and the soul knows God, and when,
with the fostering Adjuster, they all desire God,
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then is survival assured. Limitations of intel-
lect, curtailment of education, deprivation of cul-
ture, impoverishment of social status, even in-
feriority of the human standards of morality re-
sulting from the unfortunate lack of educational,
cultural, and social advantages, cannot invalidate
the presence of the divine spirit in such unfortu-
nate and humanly handicapped but believing in-
dividuals. The indwelling of the Mystery Monitor
constitutes the inception and ensures the possi-
bility of the potential of growth and survival of
the immortal soul.

'* The ability of mortal parents to procreate is
not predicated on their educational, cultural, so-
cial, or economic status. The union of the paren-
tal factors under natural conditions is quite suf-
ficient to initiate offspring. A human mind dis-
cerning right and wrong and possessing the ca-
pacity to worship God, in union with a divine
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Adjuster, is all that is required in that mortal to
initiate and foster the production of his immortal
soul of survival qualities if such a spirit-endowed
individual seeks God and sincerely desires to be-
come like him, honestly elects to do the will of
the Father in heaven.

6. THE GOD OF PERSONALITY

! The Universal Father is the God of personal-
ities. The domain of universe personality, from
the lowest mortal and material creature of per-
sonality status to the highest persons of creator
dignity and divine status, has its centre and cir-
cumference in the Universal Father. God the Fa-
ther is the bestower and the conservator of ev-
ery personality. And the Paradise Father is like-
wise the destiny of all those finite personalities
who wholeheartedly choose to do the divine will,
those who love God and long to be like him.

? ¢ Personality is one of the unsolved mysteries
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of the universes. We are able to form adequate
concepts of the factors entering into the make-
up of various orders and levels of personality, but
we do not fully comprehend the real nature of the
personality itself. We clearly perceive the numer-
ous factors which, when put together, constitute
the vehicle for human personality, but we do not
fully comprehend the nature and significance of
such a finite personality.

? Personality is potential in all creatures who
possess a mind endowment ranging from the
minimum of self-consciousness to the maximum
of God-consciousness. But mind endowment
alone is not personality, neither is spirit nor phys-
ical energy. Personality is that quality and value
in cosmic reality which is exclusively bestowed by
God the Father upon these living systems of the
associated and co-ordinated energies of matter,
mind, and spirit. Neither is personality a pro-
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gressive achievement. Personality may be mate-
rial or spiritual, but there either is personality or
there is no personality. The other-than-personal
never attains the level of the personal except by
the direct act of the Paradise Father.

* The bestowal of personality is the exclusive
function of the Universal Father, the personal-
ization of the living energy systems which he en-
dows with the attributes of relative creative con-
sciousness and the freewill control thereof. There
is no personality apart from God the Father, and
no personality exists except for God the Father.
The fundamental attributes of human selfthood,
as well as the absolute Adjuster nucleus of the hu-
man personality, are the bestowals of the Univer-
sal Father, acting in his exclusively personal do-
main of cosmic ministry.

> ¢ The Adjusters of prepersonal status indwell
numerous types of mortal creatures, thus ensur-
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ing that these same beings may survive mortal
death to personalize as morontia creatures with
the potential of ultimate spirit attainment. For,
when such a creature mind of personality en-
dowment is indwelt by a fragment of the spirit of
the eternal God, the prepersonal bestowal of the
personal Father, then does this finite personality
possess the potential of the divine and the eternal
and aspire to a destiny akin to the Ultimate, even
reaching out for a realization of the Absolute.

¢ Capacity for divine personality is inherent in
the prepersonal Adjuster; capacity for human
personality is potential in the cosmic-mind en-
dowment of the human being. But the experien-
tial personality of mortal man is not observable as
an active and functional reality until after the ma-
terial life vehicle of the mortal creature has been
touched by the liberating divinity of the Univer-
sal Father, being thus launched upon the seas of
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experience as a self-conscious and a (relatively)
self-determinative and self-creative personality.
The material self is truly and unqualifiedly per-
sonal.

7 ¢ The material self has personality and iden-
tity, temporal identity; the prepersonal spirit Ad-
juster also has identity, eternal identity. This ma-
terial personality and this spirit prepersonality
are capable of so uniting their creative attributes
as to bring into existence the surviving identity of
the immortal soul.

8 Having thus provided for the growth of the
immortal soul and having liberated man’s inner
self from the fetters of absolute dependence on
antecedent causation, the Father stands aside.
Now, man having thus been liberated from the
fetters of causation response, at least as pertains
to eternal destiny, and provision having been
made for the growth of the immortal self, the
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soul, it remains for man himself to will the cre-
ation or to inhibit the creation of this surviving
and eternal self which is his for the choosing. No
other being, force, creator, or agency in all the
wide universe of universes can interfere to any
degree with the absolute sovereignty of the mor-
tal free will, as it operates within the realms of
choice, regarding the eternal destiny of the per-
sonality of the choosing mortal. As pertains to
eternal survival, God has decreed the sovereignty
of the material and mortal will, and that decree is
absolute.

? ¢ The bestowal of creature personality confers
relative liberation from slavish response to ante-
cedent causation, and the personalities of all such
moral beings, evolutionary or otherwise, are cen-
tred in the personality of the Universal Father.
They are ever drawn towards his Paradise pres-
ence by that kinship of being which constitutes
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the vast and universal family circle and fraternal
circuit of the eternal God. There is a kinship of
divine spontaneity in all personality.

10 ¢ The personality circuit of the universe of uni-
verses is centred in the person of the Univer-
sal Father, and the Paradise Father is person-
ally conscious of, and in personal touch with, all
personalities of all levels of self-conscious exis-
tence. And this personality consciousness of all
creation exists independently of the mission of
the Thought Adjusters.

' ¢ As all gravity is circuited in the Isle of Para-
dise, as all mind is circuited in the Conjoint Actor
and all spirit in the Eternal Son, so is all personal-
ity circuited in the personal presence of the Uni-
versal Father, and this circuit unerringly trans-
mits the worship of all personalities to the Orig-
inal and Eternal Personality.

12 ¢ Concerning those personalities who are not
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Adjuster indwelt: The attribute of choice-liberty
is also bestowed by the Universal Father, and
such persons are likewise embraced in the great
circuit of divine love, the personality circuit of
the Universal Father. God provides for the sover-
eign choice of all true personalities. No personal
creature can be coerced into the eternal adven-
ture; the portal of eternity opens only in response
to the freewill choice of the freewill sons of the
God of free will.

13 ¢ And this represents my efforts to present the
relation of the living God to the children of time.
And when all is said and done, I can do nothing
more helpful than to reiterate that God is your

universe Father, and that you are all his planetary
children.

' [This is the fifth and last of the series present-
ing the narrative of the Universal Father by a Di-
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Divine Counsellor

HE Eternal Son is the perfect and final ex-
pression of the “first” personal and absolute
concept of the Universal Father. Accordingly,
whenever and however the Father personally and
absolutely expresses himself, he does so through
his Eternal Son, who ever has been, now is, and
ever will be, the living and divine Word. And
this Eternal Son is residential at the centre of all
things, in association with, and immediately en-
shrouding the personal presence of, the Eternal
and Universal Father.
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> We speak of God’s “first” thought and allude
to an impossible time origin of the Eternal Son
for the purpose of gaining access to the thought
channels of the human intellect. Such distortions
of language represent our best efforts at contact-
compromise with the time-bound minds of mor-
tal creatures. In the sequential sense the Univer-
sal Father never could have had a first thought,
nor could the Eternal Son ever have had a begin-
ning. But I was instructed to portray the realities
of eternity to the time-limited minds of mortals
by such symbols of thought and to designate the
relationships of eternity by such time concepts of
sequentiality.

> The Eternal Son is the spiritual personaliza-
tion of the Paradise Father’s universal and infi-
nite concept of divine reality, unqualified spirit,
and absolute personality. And thereby does the
Son constitute the divine revelation of the cre-
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ator identity of the Universal Father. The perfect
personality of the Son discloses that the Father
is actually the eternal and universal source of all
the meanings and values of the spiritual, the vo-
litional, the purposeful, and the personal.

*In an effort to enable the finite mind of time
to form some sequential concept of the relation-
ships of the eternal and infinite beings of the Par-
adise Trinity, we utilize such license of concep-
tion as to refer to the “Father’s first personal, uni-
versal, and infinite concept.” It is impossible for
me to convey to the human mind any adequate
idea of the eternal relations of the Deities; there-
fore do I employ such terms as will afford the fi-
nite mind something of an idea of the relation-
ship of these eternal beings in the subsequent eras
of time. We believe the Son sprang from the Fa-
ther; we are taught that both are unqualifiedly
eternal. It is apparent, therefore, that no time
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creature can ever fully comprehend this mystery
of a Son who is derived from the Father, and yet
who is co-ordinately eternal with the Father him-
self.

1. IDENTITY OF THE ETERNAL SON

! The Eternal Son is the original and only-begot-
ten Son of God. He is God the Son, the Second
Person of Deity and the associate creator of all
things. As the Father is the First Great Source and
Centre, so the Eternal Son is the Second Great
Source and Centre.

* The Eternal Son is the spiritual centre and the
divine administrator of the spiritual government
of the universe of universes. The Universal Fa-
ther is first a creator and then a controller; the
Eternal Son is first a cocreator and then a spiri-
tual administrator. “God is spirit,” and the Son
is a personal revelation of that spirit. The First
Source and Centre is the Volitional Absolute; the
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Second Source and Centre is the Personality Ab-
solute.

> The Universal Father never personally func-
tions as a creator except in conjunction with the
Son or with the co-ordinate action of the Son.
Had the New Testament writer referred to the
Eternal Son, he would have uttered the truth
when he wrote: “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. All things were made by him, and without
him was not anything made that was made.”

*When a Son of the Eternal Son appeared on
Urantia, those who fraternized with this divine
being in human form alluded to him as “He who
was from the beginning, whom we have heard,
whom we have seen with our eyes, whom we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled, even
the Word of life” And this bestowal Son came
forth from the Father just as truly as did the Orig-
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inal Son, as is suggested in one of his earthly
prayers: “And now, O my Father, glorify me with
your own self, with the glory which I had with
you before this world was.”

> ¢ The Eternal Son is known by different names
in various universes. In the central universe he
is known as the Co-ordinate Source, the Cocre-
ator, and the Associate Absolute. On Uversa,
the headquarters of the superuniverse, we des-
ignate the Son as the Co-ordinate Spirit Cen-
tre and as the Eternal Spirit Administrator. On
Salvington, the headquarters of your local uni-
verse, this Son is of record as the Second Eternal
Source and Centre. The Melchizedeks speak of
him as the Son of Sons. On your world, but not
in your system of inhabited spheres, this Orig-
inal Son has been confused with a co-ordinate
Creator Son, Michael of Nebadon, who bestowed
himself upon the mortal races of Urantia.
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¢ Although any of the Paradise Sons may fit-
tingly be called Sons of God, we are in the habit
of reserving the designation “the Eternal Son” for
this Original Son, the Second Source and Centre,
cocreator with the Universal Father of the central
universe of power and perfection and cocreator
of all other divine Sons who spring from the infi-
nite Deities.

2. NATURE OF THE ETERNAL SON

! The Eternal Son is just as changeless and in-
finitely dependable as the Universal Father. He
is also just as spiritual as the Father, just as truly
an unlimited spirit. To you of lowly origin the
Son would appear to be more personal since he
is one step nearer you in approachability than is
the Universal Father.

* The Eternal Son is the eternal Word of God.
He is wholly like the Father; in fact, the Eternal
Son is God the Father personally manifest to the
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universe of universes. And thus it was and is and
forever will be true of the Eternal Son and of all
the co-ordinate Creator Sons: “He who has seen
the Son has seen the Father”

> In nature the Son is wholly like the spirit Fa-
ther. When we worship the Universal Father, ac-
tually we at the same time worship God the Son
and God the Spirit. God the Son is just as divinely
real and eternal in nature as God the Father.

* The Son not only possesses all the Father’s infi-
nite and transcendent righteousness, but the Son
is also reflective of all the Father’s holiness of
character. The Son shares the Father’s perfection
and jointly shares the responsibility of aiding all
creatures of imperfection in their spiritual efforts
to attain divine perfection.

> The Eternal Son possesses all the Father’s char-
acter of divinity and attributes of spirituality. The
Son is the fullness of God’s absoluteness in per-
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sonality and spirit, and these qualities the Son re-
veals in his personal management of the spiritual
government of the universe of universes.

¢ God is, indeed, a universal spirit; God is spirit;
and this spirit nature of the Father is focalized
and personalized in the Deity of the Eternal Son.
In the Son all spiritual characteristics are appar-
ently greatly enhanced by differentiation from
the universality of the First Source and Centre.
And as the Father shares his spirit nature with the
Son, so do they together just as fully and unre-
servedly share the divine spirit with the Conjoint
Actor, the Infinite Spirit.

7In the love of truth and in the creation of
beauty the Father and the Son are equal except
that the Son appears to devote himself more to
the realization of the exclusively spiritual beauty
of universal values.

% In divine goodness I discern no difference be-
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tween the Father and the Son. The Father loves
his universe children as a father; the Eternal Son
looks upon all creatures both as father and as
brother.

3. MINISTRY OF THE FATHER'S LOVE

! The Son shares the justice and righteousness of
the Trinity but overshadows these divinity traits
by the infinite personalization of the Father’s love
and mercy; the Son is the revelation of divine love
to the universes. As God is love, so the Son is
mercy. The Son cannot love more than the Fa-
ther, but he can show mercy to creatures in one
additional way, for he not only is a primal creator
like the Father, but he is also the Eternal Son of
that same Father, thereby sharing in the sonship
experience of all other sons of the Universal Fa-
ther.

* The Eternal Son is the great mercy minister
to all creation. Mercy is the essence of the Son’s
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spiritual character. The mandates of the Eternal
Son, as they go forth over the spirit circuits of the
Second Source and Centre, are keyed in tones of
mercy.

> To comprehend the love of the Eternal Son,
you must first perceive its divine source, the Fa-
ther, who is love, and then behold the unfolding
of this infinite affection in the far-flung ministry
of the Infinite Spirit and his almost limitless host
of ministering personalities.

* The ministry of the Eternal Son is devoted to
the revelation of the God of love to the universe of
universes. This divine Son is not engaged in the
ignoble task of trying to persuade his gracious Fa-
ther to love his lowly creatures and to show mercy
to the wrongdoers of time. How wrong to envis-
age the Eternal Son as appealing to the Universal
Father to show mercy to his lowly creatures on
the material worlds of space! Such concepts of
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God are crude and grotesque. Rather should you
realize that all the merciful ministrations of the
Sons of God are a direct revelation of the Father’s
heart of universal love and infinite compassion.
The Father’s love is the real and eternal source of
the Son’s mercy.

> God is love, the Son is mercy. Mercy is applied
love, the Father’s love in action in the person of
his Eternal Son. The love of this universal Son is
likewise universal. As love is comprehended on a
sex planet, the love of God is more comparable to
the love of a father, while the love of the Eternal
Son is more like the affection of a mother. Crude,
indeed, are such illustrations, but I employ them
in the hope of conveying to the human mind the
thought that there is a difference, not in divine
content but in quality and technique of expres-
sion, between the love of the Father and the love
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4. ATTRIBUTES OF THE ETERNAL SON

' The Eternal Son motivates the spirit level of
cosmic reality; the spiritual power of the Son is
absolute in relation to all universe actualities. He
exercises perfect control over the interassocia-
tion of all undifferentiated spirit energy and over
all actualized spirit reality through his absolute
grasp of spirit gravity. All pure unfragmented
spirit and all spiritual beings and values are re-
sponsive to the infinite drawing power of the pri-
mal Son of Paradise. And if the eternal future
should witness the appearance of an unlimited
universe, the spirit gravity and the spirit power
of the Original Son will be found wholly adequate
for the spiritual control and effective administra-
tion of such a boundless creation.

* ¢'The Son is omnipotent only in the spiritual
realm. In the eternal economy of universe ad-
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ministration, wasteful and needless repetition of
function is never encountered; the Deities are not
given to useless duplication of universe ministry.

> ¢ The omnipresence of the Original Son con-
stitutes the spiritual unity of the universe of uni-
verses. The spiritual cohesion of all creation rests
upon the everywhere active presence of the di-
vine spirit of the Eternal Son. When we conceive
of the Father’s spiritual presence, we find it dif-
ficult to differentiate it in our thinking from the
spiritual presence of the Eternal Son. The spirit
of the Father is eternally resident in the spirit of
the Son.

* The Father must be spiritually omnipresent,
but such omnipresence appears to be inseparable
from the everywhere spirit activities of the Eter-
nal Son. We do, however, believe that in all situ-
ations of Father-Son presence of a dual spiritual
nature the spirit of the Son is co-ordinate with the
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spirit of the Father.

>In his contact with personality, the Father
acts in the personality circuit. In his personal
and detectable contact with spiritual creation, he
appears in the fragments of the totality of his
Deity, and these Father fragments have a soli-
tary, unique, and exclusive function wherever
and whenever they appear in the universes. In
all such situations the spirit of the Son is co-ordi-
nate with the spiritual function of the fragmented
presence of the Universal Father.

¢ Spiritually the Eternal Son is omnipresent.
The spirit of the Eternal Son is most certainly
with you and around you, but not within you
and a part of you like the Mystery Monitor. The
indwelling Father fragment adjusts the human
mind to progressively divine attitudes, where-
upon such an ascending mind becomes increas-
ingly responsive to the spiritual drawing power of
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the all-powerful spirit-gravity circuit of the Sec-
ond Source and Centre.

7 ¢ The Original Son is universally and spiritu-
ally self-conscious. In wisdom the Son is the full
equal of the Father. In the realms of knowledge,
omniscience, we cannot distinguish between the
First and Second Sources; like the Father, the Son
knows all; he is never surprised by any universe
event; he comprehends the end from the begin-
ning.

8 ¢ The Father and the Son really know the num-
ber and whereabouts of all the spirits and spiri-
tualized beings in the universe of universes. Not
only does the Son know all things by virtue of his
own omnipresent spirit, but the Son, equally with
the Father and the Conjoint Actor, is fully cog-
nizant of the vast reflectivity intelligence of the
Supreme Being, which intelligence is at all times
aware of all things that transpire on all the worlds
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of the seven superuniverses. And there are other
ways in which the Paradise Son is omniscient.

? ¢ The Eternal Son, as a loving, merciful, and
ministering spiritual personality, is wholly and
infinitely equal with the Universal Father, while
in all those merciful and affectionate personal
contacts with the ascendant beings of the lower
realms the Eternal Son is just as kind and consid-
erate, just as patient and long-suffering, as are his
Paradise Sons in the local universes who so fre-
quently bestow themselves upon the evolution-
ary worlds of time.

0Tt is needless further to expatiate on the at-
tributes of the Eternal Son. With the exceptions
noted, it is only necessary to study the spiritual
attributes of God the Father to understand and
correctly evaluate the attributes of God the Son.

5. LIMITATIONS OF THE ETERNAL SON
! The Eternal Son does not personally function
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in the physical domains, nor does he function,
except through the Conjoint Actor, in the levels
of mind ministry to creature beings. But these
qualifications do not in any manner otherwise
limit the Eternal Son in the full and free exer-
cise of all the divine attributes of spiritual omni-
science, omnipresence, and omnipotence.

> The Eternal Son does not personally pervade
the potentials of spirit inherent in the infinity of
the Deity Absolute, but as these potentials be-
come actual, they come within the all-powerful
grasp of the spirit-gravity circuit of the Son.

> Personality is the exclusive gift of the Univer-
sal Father. The Eternal Son derives personality
from the Father, but he does not, without the Fa-
ther, bestow personality. The Son gives origin to
avast spirit host, but such derivations are not per-
sonalities. When the Son creates personality, he
does so in conjunction with the Father or with
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the Conjoint Creator, who may act for the Father
in such relationships. The Eternal Son is thus a
cocreator of personalities, but he bestows person-
ality upon no being and of himself, alone, never
creates personal beings. This limitation of action
does not, however, deprive the Son of the ability
to create any or all types of other-than-personal
reality.

* The Eternal Son is limited in transmittal of
creator prerogatives. The Father, in eternalizing
the Original Son, bestowed upon him the power
and privilege of subsequently joining with the
Father in the divine act of producing additional
Sons possessing creative attributes, and this they
have done and now do. But when these co-ordi-
nate Sons have been produced, the prerogatives
of creatorship are apparently not further trans-
missible. The Eternal Son transmits creatorship
powers only to the first or direct personalization.
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Therefore, when the Father and the Son unite to
personalize a Creator Son, they achieve their pur-
pose; but the Creator Son thus brought into ex-
istence is never able to transmit or delegate the
prerogatives of creatorship to the various orders
of Sons which he may subsequently create, not-
withstanding that, in the highest local universe
Sons, there does appear a very limited reflection
of the creative attributes of a Creator Son.

> The Eternal Son, as an infinite and exclusively
personal being, cannot fragmentize his nature,
cannot distribute and bestow individualized por-
tions of his selthood upon other entities or per-
sons as do the Universal Father and the Infinite
Spirit. But the Son can and does bestow himself
as an unlimited spirit to bathe all creation and un-
ceasingly draw all spirit personalities and spiri-
tual realities to himself.

¢ Ever remember, the Eternal Son is the per-
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sonal portrayal of the spirit Father to all creation.
The Son is personal and nothing but personal in
the Deity sense; such a divine and absolute per-
sonality cannot be disintegrated or fragmentized.
God the Father and God the Spirit are truly per-
sonal, but they are also everything else in addi-
tion to being such Deity personalities.

7 Though the Eternal Son cannot personally
participate in the bestowal of the Thought Ad-
justers, he did sit in council with the Universal
Father in the eternal past, approving the plan and
pledging endless co-operation, when the Father,
in projecting the bestowal of the Thought Ad-
justers, proposed to the Son, “Let us make mortal
man in our own image.” And as the spirit frag-
ment of the Father dwells within you, so does
the spirit presence of the Son envelop you, while
these two forever work as one for your spiritual
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advancement.

6. THE SPIRIT MIND

! The Eternal Son is spirit and has mind, but not
a mind or a spirit which mortal mind can com-
prehend. Mortal man perceives mind on the fi-
nite, cosmic, material, and personal levels. Man
also observes mind phenomena in living organ-
isms functioning on the subpersonal (animal)
level, but it is difficult for him to grasp the nature
of mind when associated with supermaterial be-
ings and as a part of exclusive spirit personalities.
Mind must, however, be differently defined when
it refers to the spirit level of existence, and when it
is used to denote spirit functions of intelligence.
That kind of mind which is directly allied with
spirit is comparable neither to that mind which
co-ordinates spirit and matter nor to that mind
which is allied only with matter.

> Spirit is ever conscious, minded, and pos-
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sessed of varied phases of identity. Without mind
in some phase there would be no spiritual con-
sciousness in the fraternity of spirit beings. The
equivalent of mind, the ability to know and be
known, is indigenous to Deity. Deity may be
personal, prepersonal, superpersonal, or imper-
sonal, but Deity is never mindless, that is, never
without the ability at least to communicate with
similar entities, beings, or personalities.

* The mind of the Eternal Son is like that of the
Father but unlike any other mind in the universe,
and with the mind of the Father it is ancestor to
the diverse and far-flung minds of the Conjoint
Creator. The mind of the Father and the Son, that
intellect which is ancestral to the absolute mind
of the Third Source and Centre, is perhaps best
illustrated in the premind of a Thought Adjuster,
for, though these Father fragments are entirely
outside of the mind circuits of the Conjoint Ac-
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tor, they have some form of premind; they know
as they are known; they enjoy the equivalent of
human thinking.

* The Eternal Son is wholly spiritual; man is very
nearly entirely material; therefore much pertain-
ing to the spirit personality of the Eternal Son,
to his seven spiritual spheres encircling Paradise
and to the nature of the impersonal creations of
the Paradise Son, will have to await your attain-
ment of spirit status following your completion
of the morontia ascension of the local universe
of Nebadon. And then, as you pass through the
superuniverse and on to Havona, many of these
spirit-concealed mysteries will clarify as you be-
gin to be endowed with the “mind of the spirit”
— spiritual insight.

7. PERSONALITY OF THE ETERNAL SON

"'The Eternal Son is that infinite personality
from whose unqualified personality fetters the
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Universal Father escaped by the technique of
trinitization, and by virtue of which he has ever
since continued to bestow himself in endless pro-
fusion upon his ever-expanding universe of Cre-
ators and creatures. The Son is absolute per-
sonality; God is father personality — the source
of personality, the bestower of personality, the
cause of personality. Every personal being de-
rives personality from the Universal Father just
as the Original Son eternally derives his person-
ality from the Paradise Father.

* The personality of the Paradise Son is absolute
and purely spiritual, and this absolute personality
is also the divine and eternal pattern, first, of the
Father’s bestowal of personality upon the Con-
joint Actor and, subsequently, of his bestowal
of personality upon the myriads of his creatures
throughout a far-flung universe.

> The Eternal Son is truly a merciful minister,



305 THE ETERNAL SON 6:8.1

a divine spirit, a spiritual power, and a real per-
sonality. The Son is the spiritual and personal na-
ture of God made manifest to the universes — the
sum and substance of the First Source and Cen-
tre, divested of all that which is nonpersonal, ex-
tradivine, nonspiritual, and pure potential. But
it is impossible to convey to the human mind a
word picture of the beauty and grandeur of the
supernal personality of the Eternal Son. Every-
thing that tends to obscure the Universal Father
operates with almost equal influence to prevent
the conceptual recognition of the Eternal Son.
You must await your attainment of Paradise, and
then you will understand why I was unable to
portray the character of this absolute personality
to the understanding of the finite mind.

8. REALIZATION OF THE ETERNAL SON

' Concerning identity, nature, and other at-
tributes of personality, the Eternal Son is the full
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equal, the perfect complement, and the eternal
counterpart of the Universal Father. In the same
sense that God is the Universal Father, the Son
is the Universal Mother. And all of us, high and
low, constitute their universal family.

> To appreciate the character of the Son, you
should study the revelation of the divine charac-
ter of the Father; they are forever and insepara-
bly one. As divine personalities they are virtually
indistinguishable by the lower orders of intelli-
gence. They are not so difficult of separate rec-
ognition by those whose origin is in the creative
acts of the Deities themselves. Beings of nativity
in the central universe and on Paradise discern
the Father and the Son not only as one personal
unity of universal control but also as two separate
personalities functioning in definite domains of
universe administration.

> As persons you may conceive of the Univer-
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sal Father and the Eternal Son as separate indi-
viduals, for they indeed are; but in the adminis-
tration of the universes they are so intertwined
and interrelated that it is not always possible to
distinguish between them. When, in the affairs
of the universes, the Father and the Son are en-
countered in confusing interassociations, it is not
always profitable to attempt to segregate their op-
erations; merely recall that God is the initiating
thought and the Son is the expressionful word.
In each local universe this inseparability is per-
sonalized in the divinity of the Creator Son, who
stands for both Father and Son to the creatures of
10,000,000 inhabited worlds.

* The Eternal Son is infinite, but he is approach-
able through the persons of his Paradise Sons
and through the patient ministry of the Infinite
Spirit. Without the bestowal service of the Para-
dise Sons and the loving ministry of the creatures
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of the Infinite Spirit, beings of material origin
could hardly hope to attain the Eternal Son. And
it is equally true: With the help and guidance of
these celestial agencies the God-conscious mor-
tal will certainly attain Paradise and sometime
stand in the personal presence of this majestic
Son of Sons.

> ¢ Even though the Eternal Son is the pattern
of mortal personality attainment, you find it eas-
ier to grasp the reality of both the Father and the
Spirit because the Father is the actual bestower
of your human personality and the Infinite Spirit
is the absolute source of your mortal mind. But
as you ascend in the Paradise path of spiritual
progression, the personality of the Eternal Son
will become increasingly real to you, and the re-
ality of his infinitely spiritual mind will become
more discernible to your progressively spiritual-
izing mind.
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¢ Never can the concept of the Eternal Son shine
brightly in your material or subsequent moron-
tial mind; not until you spiritize and commence
your spirit ascension will the comprehension of
the personality of the Eternal Son begin to equal
the vividness of your concept of the personality of
the Creator Son of Paradise origin who, in person
and as a person, onetime incarnated and lived on
Urantia as a man among men.

7 Throughout your local universe experience
the Creator Son, whose personality is compre-
hensible by man, must compensate for your in-
ability to grasp the full significance of the more
exclusively spiritual, but none the less personal,
Eternal Son of Paradise. As you progress through
Orvonton and Havona, as you leave behind you
the vivid picture and deep memories of the Cre-
ator Son of your local universe, the passing of this
material and morontia experience will be com-
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pensated by ever-enlarging concepts and inten-
sifying comprehension of the Eternal Son of Par-
adise, whose reality and nearness will ever aug-
ment as you progress Paradiseward.

% ¢ The Eternal Son is a grand and glorious per-
sonality. Although it is beyond the powers of
the mortal and material mind to grasp the ac-
tuality of the personality of such an infinite be-
ing, doubt not, he is a person. I know whereof
I speak. Times almost without number I have
stood in the divine presence of this Eternal Son
and then journeyed forth in the universe to exe-
cute his gracious bidding.

? [Indited by a Divine Counsellor assigned to
formulate this statement depicting the Eternal
Son of Paradise.]
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Divine Counsellor

HE Original Son is ever concerned with the
execution of the spiritual aspects of the Fa-
ther’s eternal purpose as it progressively unfolds
in the phenomena of the evolving universes with
their manifold groups of living beings. We do not
fully comprehend this eternal plan, but the Para-
dise Son undoubtedly does.

* The Son is like the Father in that he seeks to be-
stow everything possible of himself upon his co-
ordinate Sons and upon their subordinate Sons.
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And the Son shares the Father’s self-distributive
nature in the unstinted bestowal of himself upon
the Infinite Spirit, their conjoint executive.

’ ¢ As the upholder of spirit realities, the Sec-
ond Source and Centre is the eternal counter-
poise of the Isle of Paradise, which so magnif-
icently upholds all things material. Thus is the
First Source and Centre forever revealed in the
material beauty of the exquisite patterns of the
central Isle and in the spiritual values of the su-
pernal personality of the Eternal Son.

* ¢ The Eternal Son is the actual upholder of the
vast creation of spirit realities and spiritual be-
ings. The spirit world is the habit, the personal
conduct, of the Son, and the impersonal realities
of spirit nature are always responsive to the will
and purpose of the perfect personality of the Ab-
solute Son.

> The Son is not, however, personally respon-
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sible for the conduct of all spirit personalities.
The will of the personal creature is relatively free
and hence determines the actions of such voli-
tional beings. Therefore the freewill spirit world
is not always truly representative of the charac-
ter of the Eternal Son, even as nature on Urantia
is not truly revelatory of the perfection and im-
mutability of Paradise and Deity. But no matter
what may characterize the freewill action of man
or angel, the Son’s eternal grasp of the universal
gravity control of all spirit realities continues as
absolute.

1. THE SPIRIT-GRAVITY CIRCUIT

! Everything taught concerning the immanence
of God, his omnipresence, omnipotence, and
omniscience, is equally true of the Son in the
spiritual domains. The pure and universal spirit
gravity of all creation, this exclusively spiritual
circuit, leads directly back to the person of the
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Second Source and Centre on Paradise. He pre-
sides over the control and operation of that ever-
present and unerring spiritual grasp of all true
spirit values. Thus does the Eternal Son exercise
absolute spiritual sovereignty. He literally holds
all spirit realities and all spiritualized values, as
it were, in the hollow of his hand. The control
of universal spiritual gravity is universal spiritual
sovereignty.

> This gravity control of spiritual things oper-
ates independently of time and space; therefore
is spirit energy undiminished in transmission.
Spirit gravity never suffers time delays, nor does
it undergo space diminution. It does not decrease
in accordance with the square of the distance of
its transmission; the circuits of pure spirit power
are not retarded by the mass of the material cre-
ation. And this transcendence of time and space
by pure spirit energies is inherent in the absolute-
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ness of the Son; it is not due to the interposition
of the antigravity forces of the Third Source and
Centre.

> Spirit realities respond to the drawing power
of the centre of spiritual gravity in accordance
with their qualitative value, their actual degree
of spirit nature. Spirit substance (quality) is just
as responsive to spirit gravity as the organized
energy of physical matter (quantity) is respon-
sive to physical gravity. Spiritual values and spirit
forces are real. From the viewpoint of person-
ality, spirit is the soul of creation; matter is the
shadowy physical body.

* The reactions and fluctuations of spirit grav-
ity are ever true to the content of spiritual val-
ues, the qualitative spiritual status of an individ-
ual or aworld. This drawing power is instantly re-
sponsive to the inter- and intraspirit values of any
universe situation or planetary condition. Every
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time a spiritual reality actualizes in the universes,
this change necessitates the immediate and in-
stantaneous readjustment of spirit gravity. Such a
new spirit is actually a part of the Second Source
and Centre; and just as certainly as mortal man
becomes a spiritized being, he will attain the spir-
itual Son, the centre and source of spirit gravity.

> ¢ The Son’s spiritual drawing power is inher-
ent to a lesser degree in many Paradise orders of
sonship. For there do exist within the absolute
spirit-gravity circuit those local systems of spiri-
tual attraction that function in the lesser units of
creation. Such subabsolute focalizations of spirit
gravity are a part of the divinity of the Creator
personalities of time and space and are correlated
with the emerging experiential overcontrol of the
Supreme Being.

¢ Spirit-gravity pull and response thereto oper-
ate not only on the universe as a whole but also
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even between individuals and groups of individ-
uals. There is a spiritual cohesiveness among
the spiritual and spiritized personalities of any
world, race, nation, or believing group of indi-
viduals. There is a direct attractiveness of a spirit
nature between spiritually minded persons of like
tastes and longings. The term kindred spirits is
not wholly a figure of speech.

7¢Like the material gravity of Paradise, the
spiritual gravity of the Eternal Son is absolute.
Sin and rebellion may interfere with the opera-
tion of local universe circuits, but nothing can
suspend the spirit gravity of the Eternal Son. The
Lucifer rebellion produced many changes in your
system of inhabited worlds and on Urantia, but
we do not observe that the resultant spiritual
quarantine of your planet in the least affected the
presence and function of either the omnipresent
spirit of the Eternal Son or the associated spirit-
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gravity circuit.

8 ¢ All reactions of the spirit-gravity circuit of
the grand universe are predictable. We recognize
all actions and reactions of the omnipresent spirit
of the Eternal Son and find them to be depend-
able. In accordance with well-known laws, we
can and do measure spiritual gravity just as man
attempts to compute the workings of finite physi-
cal gravity. There is an unvarying response of the
Son’s spirit to all spirit things, beings, and per-
sons, and this response is always in accordance
with the degree of actuality (the qualitative de-
gree of reality) of all such spiritual values.

? But alongside this very dependable and pre-
dictable function of the spiritual presence of the
Eternal Son, there are encountered phenomena
which are not so predictable in their reactions.
Such phenomena probably indicate the co-ordi-
nate action of the Deity Absolute in the realms
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of emerging spiritual potentials. We know that
the spirit presence of the Eternal Son is the in-
fluence of a majestic and infinite personality, but
we hardly regard the reactions associated with the
conjectured performances of the Deity Absolute
as personal.

10 ¢ Viewed from the personality standpoint and
by persons, the Eternal Son and the Deity Abso-
lute appear to be related in the following way: The
Eternal Son dominates the realm of actual spiri-
tual values, whereas the Deity Absolute seems to
pervade the vast domain of potential spirit val-
ues. All actual value of spirit nature finds lodge-
ment in the gravity grasp of the Eternal Son but, if
potential, then apparently in the presence of the
Deity Absolute.

' Spirit seems to emerge from the potentials of
the Deity Absolute; evolving spirit finds corre-
lation in the experiential and incomplete grasps
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of the Supreme and the Ultimate; spirit eventu-
ally finds final destiny in the absolute grasp of the
spiritual gravity of the Eternal Son. This appears
to be the cycle of experiential spirit, but existen-
tial spirit is inherent in the infinity of the Second
Source and Centre.

2. THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE

ETERNAL SON
' On Paradise the presence and personal activity

of the Original Son is profound, absolute in the
spiritual sense. As we pass outward from Para-
dise through Havona and into the realms of the
seven superuniverses, we detect less and less of
the personal activity of the Eternal Son. In the
post-Havona universes the presence of the Eter-
nal Son is personalized in the Paradise Sons, con-
ditioned by the experiential realities of the Su-
preme and the Ultimate, and co-ordinated with
the unlimited spirit potential of the Deity Abso-
lute.
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?In the central universe the personal activity of
the Original Son is discernible in the exquisite
spiritual harmony of the eternal creation. Ha-
vona is so marvellously perfect that the spiritual
status and the energy states of this pattern uni-
verse are in perfect and perpetual balance.

? In the superuniverses the Son is not personally
present or resident; in these creations he main-
tains only a superpersonal representation. These
spirit manifestations of the Son are not personal;
they are not in the personality circuit of the Uni-
versal Father. We know of no better term to use
than to designate them superpersonalities; and
they are finite beings; they are neither absonite
nor absolute.

* The administration of the Eternal Son in the
superuniverses, being exclusively spiritual and
superpersonal, is not discernible by creature per-
sonalities. Nonetheless, the all-pervading spiri-
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tual urge of the Son’s personal influence is en-
countered in every phase of the activities of all
sectors of the domains of the Ancients of Days.
In the local universes, however, we observe the
Eternal Son personally present in the persons of
the Paradise Sons. Here the infinite Son spiritu-
ally and creatively functions in the persons of the
majestic corps of the co-ordinate Creator Sons.

3. RELATION OF THE ETERNAL SON TO

THE INDIVIDUAL
! In the local universe ascent the mortals of time

look to the Creator Son as the personal represen-
tative of the Eternal Son. But when they begin
the ascent of the superuniverse training regime,
the pilgrims of time increasingly detect the su-
pernal presence of the inspiring spirit of the Eter-
nal Son, and they are able to profit by the intake
of this ministry of spiritual energization. In Ha-
vona the ascenders become still more conscious
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of the loving embrace of the all-pervading spirit
of the Original Son. At no stage of the entire mor-
tal ascension does the spirit of the Eternal Son
indwell the mind or soul of the pilgrim of time,
but his beneficence is ever near and always con-
cerned with the welfare and spiritual security of
the advancing children of time.

? The spiritual-gravity pull of the Eternal Son
constitutes the inherent secret of the Paradise as-
cension of surviving human souls. All genuine
spirit values and all bona fide spiritualized indi-
viduals are held within the unfailing grasp of the
spiritual gravity of the Eternal Son. The mor-
tal mind, for example, initiates its career as a
material mechanism and is eventually mustered
into the Corps of the Finality as a well-nigh per-
fected spirit existence, becoming progressively
less subject to material gravity and correspond-
ingly more responsive to the inward pulling urge
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of spirit gravity during this entire experience.
The spirit-gravity circuit literally pulls the soul of
man Paradiseward.

? ¢ The spirit-gravity circuit is the basic chan-
nel for transmitting the genuine prayers of the
believing human heart from the level of human
consciousness to the actual consciousness of De-
ity. That which represents true spiritual value in
your petitions will be seized by the universal cir-
cuit of spirit gravity and will pass immediately
and simultaneously to all divine personalities
concerned. Each will occupy himself with that
which belongs to his personal province. There-
fore, in your practical religious experience, it is
immaterial whether, in addressing your suppli-
cations, you visualize the Creator Son of your lo-
cal universe or the Eternal Son at the centre of all
things.

* ¢ The discriminative operation of the spirit-
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gravity circuit might possibly be compared to the
functions of the neural circuits in the material
human body: Sensations travel inward over the
neural paths; some are detained and responded
to by the lower automatic spinal centres; others
pass on to the less automatic but habit-trained
centres of the lower brain, while the most impor-
tant and vital incoming messages flash by these
subordinate centres and are immediately regis-
tered in the highest levels of human conscious-
ness.

> But how much more perfect is the superb tech-
nique of the spiritual world! If anything origi-
nates in your consciousness that is fraught with
supreme spiritual value, when once you give it ex-
pression, no power in the universe can prevent its
flashing directly to the Absolute Spirit Personal-
ity of all creation.

¢ Conversely, if your supplications are purely
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material and wholly self-centred, there exists no
plan whereby such unworthy prayers can find
lodgement in the spirit circuit of the Eternal Son.
The content of any petition which is not “spirit
indited” can find no place in the universal spir-
itual circuit; such purely selfish and material re-
quests fall dead; they do not ascend in the circuits
of true spirit values. Such words are as “sounding
brass and a tinkling cymbal”

7Tt is the motivating thought, the spiritual
content, that validates the mortal supplication.
Words are valueless.

4. THE DIVINE PERFECTION PLANS

"'The Eternal Son is in everlasting liaison with
the Father in the successful prosecution of the di-
vine plan of progress: the universal plan for the
creation, evolution, ascension, and perfection of
will creatures. And, in divine faithfulness, the
Son is the eternal equal of the Father.
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* The Father and his Son are as one in the for-
mulation and prosecution of this gigantic attain-
ment plan for advancing the material beings of
time to the perfection of eternity. This project
for the spiritual elevation of the ascendant souls
of space is a joint creation of the Father and the
Son, and they are, with the co-operation of the
Infinite Spirit, engaged in associative execution
of their divine purpose.

’ ¢'This divine plan of perfection attainment
embraces three unique, though marvellously cor-
related, enterprises of universal adventure:

* 1. The Plan of Progressive Attainment. This
is the Universal Father’s plan of evolutionary as-
cension, a program unreservedly accepted by the
Eternal Son when he concurred in the Father’s
proposal, “Let us make mortal creatures in our
own image.” This provision for upstepping the
creatures of time involves the Father’s bestowal of
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the Thought Adjusters and the endowing of ma-
terial creatures with the prerogatives of person-
ality.

> 2. The Bestowal Plan. The next universal
plan is the great Father-revelation enterprise of
the Eternal Son and his co-ordinate Sons. This
is the proposal of the Eternal Son and consists of
his bestowal of the Sons of God upon the evolu-
tionary creations, there to personalize and factu-
alize, to incarnate and make real, the love of the
Father and the mercy of the Son to the creatures
of all universes. Inherent in the bestowal plan,
and as a provisional feature of this ministration
of love, the Paradise Sons act as rehabilitators of
that which misguided creature will has placed in
spiritual jeopardy. Whenever and wherever there
occurs a delay in the functioning of the attain-
ment plan, if rebellion, perchance, should mar
or complicate this enterprise, then do the emer-
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gency provisions of the bestowal plan become ac-
tive forthwith. The Paradise Sons stand pledged
and ready to function as retrievers, to go into
the very realms of rebellion and there restore the
spiritual status of the spheres. And such a heroic
service a co-ordinate Creator Son did perform on
Urantia in connection with his experiential be-
stowal career of sovereignty acquirement.

6 3. The Plan of Mercy Ministry. When the at-
tainment plan and the bestowal plan had been
formulated and proclaimed, alone and of him-
self, the Infinite Spirit projected and put in oper-
ation the tremendous and universal enterprise of
mercy ministry. This is the service so essential to
the practical and effective operation of both the
attainment and the bestowal undertakings, and
the spiritual personalities of the Third Source and
Centre all partake of the spirit of mercy ministry
which is so much a part of the nature of the Third
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Person of Deity. Not only in creation but also in
administration, the Infinite Spirit functions truly
and literally as the conjoint executive of the Fa-
ther and the Son.

7 ¢ The Eternal Son is the personal trustee, the
divine custodian, of the Father’s universal plan
of creature ascension. Having promulgated the
universal mandate, “Be you perfect, even as I am
perfect,” the Father intrusted the execution of this
tremendous undertaking to the Eternal Son; and
the Eternal Son shares the fostering of this super-
nal enterprise with his divine co-ordinate, the In-
finite Spirit. Thus do the Deities effectively co-
operate in the work of creation, control, evolu-
tion, revelation, and ministration — and if re-
quired, in restoration and rehabilitation.

5. THE SPIRIT OF BESTOWAL

"'The Eternal Son without reservation joined
with the Universal Father in broadcasting that
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tremendous injunction to all creation: “Be you
perfect, even as your Father in Havona is per-
fect” And ever since, that invitation-command
has motivated all the survival plans and the be-
stowal projects of the Eternal Son and his vast
family of co-ordinate and associated Sons. And
in these very bestowals the Sons of God have be-
come to all evolutionary creatures “the way, the
truth, and the life”

* ¢ The Eternal Son cannot contact directly with
human beings as does the Father through the gift
of the prepersonal Thought Adjusters, but the
Eternal Son does draw near to created personali-
ties by a series of downstepping gradations of di-
vine sonship until he is enabled to stand in man’s
presence and, at times, as man himself.

> The purely personal nature of the Eternal Son
is incapable of fragmentation. The Eternal Son
ministers as a spiritual influence or as a person,
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never otherwise. The Son finds it impossible to
become a part of creature experience in the sense
that the Father-Adjuster participates therein, but
the Eternal Son compensates this limitation by
the technique of bestowal. What the experience
of fragmented entities means to the Universal Fa-
ther, the incarnation experiences of the Paradise
Sons mean to the Eternal Son.

* The Eternal Son comes not to mortal man as
the divine will, the Thought Adjuster indwelling
the human mind, but the Eternal Son did come to
mortal man on Urantia when the divine personal-
ity of his Son, Michael of Nebadon, incarnated in
the human nature of Jesus of Nazareth. To share
the experience of created personalities, the Par-
adise Sons of God must assume the very natures
of such creatures and incarnate their divine per-
sonalities as the actual creatures themselves. In-
carnation, the secret of Sonarington, is the tech-
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nique of the Son’s escape from the otherwise all-
encompassing fetters of personality absolutism.

>¢Long, long ago the Eternal Son bestowed
himself upon each of the circuits of the central
creation for the enlightenment and advancement
of all the inhabitants and pilgrims of Havona, in-
cluding the ascending pilgrims of time. On none
of these seven bestowals did he function as either
an ascender or a Havoner. He existed as himself.
His experience was unique; it was not with or as
a human or other pilgrim but in some way asso-
ciative in the superpersonal sense.

® Neither did he pass through the rest that in-
tervenes between the inner Havona circuit and
the shores of Paradise. It is not possible for him,
an absolute being, to suspend consciousness of
personality, for in him centre all lines of spiritual
gravity. And during the times of these bestowals
the central Paradise lodgement of spiritual lumi-
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nosity was undimmed, and the Son’s grasp of uni-
versal spirit gravity was undiminished.

7 ¢ The bestowals of the Eternal Son in Havona
are not within the scope of human imagination;
they were transcendental. He added to the expe-
rience of all Havona then and subsequently, but
we do not know whether he added to the sup-
posed experiential capacity of his existential na-
ture. That would fall within the bestowal mystery
of the Paradise Sons. We do, however, believe
that whatever the Eternal Son acquired on these
bestowal missions, he has ever since retained; but
we do not know what it is.

$ ¢ Whatever our difficulty in comprehending
the bestowals of the Second Person of Deity, we
do comprehend the Havona bestowal of a Son
of the Eternal Son, who literally passed through
the circuits of the central universe and actually
shared those experiences which constitute an as-
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cender’s preparation for Deity attainment. This
was the original Michael, the first-born Creator
Son, and he passed through the life experiences
of the ascending pilgrims from circuit to circuit,
personally journeying a stage of each circle with
them in the days of Grandfanda, the first of all
mortals to attain Havona.

® Whatever else this original Michael revealed,
he made the transcendent bestowal of the Orig-
inal Mother Son real to the creatures of Havona.
So real, that forevermore each pilgrim of time
who labours in the adventure of making 