
In This Issue…
New Councilors pp. 2, 3

Jesus’ Birthday pp. 4, 5

GC Ceremony p. 6

Don’t Forget…
Summer Study Session 09 

	 pp. 8, 9

Pipeline Report p. 11

At a Glance…
Internat’l News p 11

Upcoming events p. 12

New on Website p. 12

Mighty News and Opinions 
for Readers of The Urantia Book

Messenger
Introducing Our New President

Michelle Klimesh has been elected by the General Council to be our new Urantia 
Book Fellowship president! Her first association with The Urantia Book began in 1973 
when still a teenager. Since 1994, she has been the leader of a Urantia Book study 

group. 
As the owner of a gymnastics school which 

has thirty-five employees and over twelve 
hundred students, she had her managerial 
experience sharpened as well as her innate 
“knack” for business, finance, mathematics, 
and organization. She is a former president of 
the Golden Gate Circle Urantia Society, having 
been a member since 1994.

Michelle has served as a former Secretary of 
the General Council, as chair of the Education 
Committee, as chair of the Special Projects 
Committee, and as Secretary General. Her 
book, The Story of Everything, is a distillation 

and condensation of the entire Urantia Book. Since 2002 Michelle has functioned as 
the coordinator of the Pipeline of Light project through which hundreds of Urantia 
Books have been placed in dozens of countries.

Four months of prayer preceded her decision to run for president and she writes: “I 
feel deeply honored to have been elected to serve. During the next three years I hope to 
more fully implement online dissemination of the revelation, to simplify our operating 
systems, and to foster a culture of appreciation in our working groups.

“It is absolutely thrilling to participate in group deliberations in the company of 
such great minds and humble souls as constitute our current General Council. The 
newly elected Executive Committee is a fantastic group of workers who seem uniquely 
suited to the task of bringing the revelation to today’s global community.

“I anticipate the adventures of my three-year term with joy. Now and always, I ask 
for prayers for our wisdom, patience, compassion, and clarity as we work together for 
the uplift of Urantia.”

Winter 2009-2010
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Meet Our New Councilors
Tony Finstad was born and raised in Seattle, lived in Washington, D.C., and 
now resides in Anchorage where he is currently president of the Northern Light 
Society of Alaska. Tony began his study of the book in the mid 1970s at the age 
of 19. He has enjoyed hosting study groups, forming a society, being involved 
with numerous conferences and outreach activities, and was on the General 
Council from 1988 to 1991. Tony is excited about working together with all 
readers in advancing the fifth epochal revelation to our world community. He 
is blessed with two adult daughters and three grandchildren.

Janet Graham was a charter member of Pilot Light Urantia Society (PLUSS) 
and an active member until she moved with her husband, Keith, and three 
children to Enterprise, Oregon. From this remote setting she continued to 
be involved in Urantia Book Fellowship administration, including a term as 
General Councilor, vice-president, and president. Janet has been reading The 
Urantia Book since 1982. She currently works in the mental health field with 
high-risk children and is actively involved with non-profit organizations in 
the county.

Tom Choquette has been dancing and interacting with the Urantia revelation 
for almost forty years. He considers The Urantia Book a major catalyst in his 
life, and has been able to grow in grace, love, mercy, and service through the 
understanding of its teachings. Tom has spent a large part of his life workaing 
with youth and families. He is a co-founder of Truthseekers, an event-
oriented group for young people whose goal is to help guide and encourage 
the discovery of truth within the individual. Tom has been a businessman for 
over thirty-five years. His three children are the delight of his life.

Lara Amyx has been involved in the Urantia community for twenty years, 
originally finding the book sitting atop the tank of a toilet at a friend’s father’s 
house when she was 22. She has been Conference Chair for the Florida Students 
of The Urantia Book annual gatherings for the last six years, and was also Secretary 
for FSUB. Lara is currently an administrator with the Urantia University. She is 
married to Daniel Amyx, another active reader, and they own and operate two 
optical shops on the Treasure Coast of Florida. Not only are they growing their 
businesses, but they are using them in personal ministry.

9 year terms . . .
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Tim Hobbs, recently elected Outreach Chair of the Fellowship, is the current 
President of the Rocky Mountain Spiritual Fellowship. For the last three years 
he has also served on the Florida Students of The Urantia Book conference 
committee, and is actively involved with the Urantia University and the UB 
Entrepreneurs group. Time holds a Bachelor of Science in Physics and Nuclear 
Engineering from the Colorado School of Mines. The founder and CEO of 
Data Connect Corporation, Tim has twenty-five years of experience in business 
development and systems design and integration. He has also worked for 
Automated Data Processing (ADP) and Ball Corporation.

Janet L. Falbo is a spiritual philanthropist who promotes and markets God-
consciousness in her daily life. A truth seeker all her life, Janet graduated from Kent 
State with a degree in Education. She has traveled the world as a United Airlines 
flight attendant. During a flight in 1978 a “very unique” passenger introduced 
her to The Urantia Book. Since retirement, she has focused her attention on her 
Company, Azure Circles. Janet and her life partner, Will Underdown, design, 
manufacture, and distribute illuminated jewelry with the message: “The Light 
Within.” Janet has a beautful 22-year-old daughter named Dagne’Marvin and a 
dog named Lexie.

Merritt Horn’s secret identity is I.T. Director for Aurora Organic Dairy in Boulder, 
Colorado, where he lives with his wife, Jeanney, and any of his four daughters who 
happen to be visiting at the time. He has been a reader for over forty years; he 
was co-founder and Academic Officer of the Boulder School for Students of The 
Urantia Book, and he recorded the audio version of The Urantia Book published 
by the Fellowship. Merritt is the author of The Call of the Spirit and currently 
serves on the Standard Reference Text Committee.

Barry Clark is a recently retired Citigroup Senior Technoloy Manager who 
has been a reader since 1976. As a long time member of The Urantia Book 
Society of Greater New York, as well as a former Treasurer and Secretary, 
for the last 19 years he has co-managed the society’s Korean translation and 
publication with his wife Kay. He founded and is the webmaster of www.
Urantia.info the UB translation portal that presents all existing Urantia 
Book translations, and which distributes 10,000 ebooks annually. He is also 
a member of the Fellowship’s IT group, and is the newly elected chair of the 
Special Projects Committee.

6 year term . . .
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We Remember

Vancouver Island: Craig Carmichael, Kevin 
Goodman, Patty Taimi, Mark Blackman, 
Annette Johnson, Colin Johnson, Sung 
Moon, Joy Livingstone, Carolyn Moon, 
Debbie Bartman, Spencer Thexton, 
Janet Cote, Ian Thexton, Mark George-
Moore, Kathy George-Moore, Rosemary 
Hood. These readers are from the Island, 
Washington state and Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Oklahoma Society birthday celebration

Grand Canyon Society

Fort Wayne, Indiana

Bogota, Columbia
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Lisa Lane, Bobby Lane, Kenneth Ingle, Trenton, Allison , Alice Guidry, Debra Guevara, Howard Guidry, Diana 
Wilson, David Glass, Diana Drake, Samantha Adams, Mike Fitzgerald, David Nash, Rod Holland, Nancy Johnson, 
Lawrence (Scotty) Schkade, Tim Hobbs, Richard Guevara

North Texas Society

Peace Tipi group, 
Northern Light Society of Alaska
The story goes like this. Some of us met at the 
home of a reader who has the tipi. We did some 
drumming, peace pipe, and some prayers (I know, 
it’s a long way from NY) and then we climbed up a 
mountain called Flat Top and talked about Jesus of 
Nazereth.

North Carolina/Tennessee group

Heart of America Society

Golden Gate Society

(Top) Dave! The sleeping subject (third 
from left, front) stopped by the Golden 
Gate Circle celebration for Michael’s 
birthday this year.
Seated: Sara Blackstock, Claire Myers, 
Halbert Katzen, Claudia Ayers, 
Audrey Ayers, Lauren Ayers 
Standing: Nora Moakher, Byron Belitsos, 
Joyce Dutton, Dolores Nice, Bob 
Blackstock, Gordon and Sher Grotts, 
Cristina Hutchins, Stephen Zendt, Larry 
Geis.
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General Council Ceremony
By Cece Forrester

This past summer, Fellowship members and friends gathered for a new celebration instituted to recognize 
newly elected and outgoing members of the Fellowship General Council, following the triennial elections and prior 
to the convening of the Council.

During an evening ceremony at Dominican University, site of the 2009 Study 
Session, new and outgoing Councilors received a commemorative crystal angel pa-
perweight as “a reminder that we have guardian angels who care for us, and that we 
are the guardians of the task we have accepted,” said ceremony organizer Cristina 
Seaborn. “Angel givers” personally handed the angel to each incoming and outgo-
ing councilor. The new Council members were asked “Do you pledge to take on this 
sacred task and perform it to your best ability? “ and each responded “I do.”

The eight outgoing Councilors were recognized for their service, with individu-
als who know them best sharing heartwarming and humorous stories about each 
one’s service. The honorees were: Larry Geis, Doreen Heyne, Nancy Johnson, Da-
vid Kantor, John Lange, Harry McMullan III, Susan Ransbottom and Paul Snider. 
Those speaking in tribute were David Glass, John Hay, Paula Thompson, Bobbie 
Dreier, Larry Geis, Michael Challis, Jo Ann Weidman, and Steve Dreier.

To conclude the ceremony, Council members joined hands in a circle around a 
representation of our planet, and were surrounded by a larger circle of others attending the ceremony to signify 
their prayers and support. Said Cristina, “The part of the ceremony where we created three concentric circles 
was a symbol of the general councilors being in charge of bringing this world to a lighter place. The earth was the 
center circle, councilors the second, and the audience the third circle. This is a powerful image for Urantia Book 
readers.”

The impetus for the ceremony was the sense some Councilors felt, during preparations for the triennial elec-
tions, of a need to mark the significance of the change in General Council membership and set the tone for the 
Council to serve and support the reader community during the next three years. As Cristina put it, “the sacredness 
of our task is in cooperation with each other and our celestial helpers. We may not always know the consequence 
and importance of our work.” Inspired by a ceremony used by the Garden Project, she suggested the idea during 
preparations for this summer’s Triennial elections, and took on the work of organizing it.

Cristina set out to create an event that would incorporate meaningful symbolism without being overly ritualis-
tic. She recruited three Urantia women who were recently ordained through InnerLife International: Aurora Hill, 
Christilyn Biek Larson, and Meredith Tenney. 
Francyl Gawryn and Barbara Hester provided 
music, to help create a sacred space. Other 
helpers included Jo Ann Weidman, Robert 
Burns, Paula Thompson, Michael Tanesky, 
Phil Taylor, Dolores Nice and Charles Olivea. 
Commented Cristina, “The spiritual power of 
the ceremony at the beginning was so much 
more than I had imagined. I believe all our 
angels were celebrating with us too.”

With a template now in place, Cristina 
hopes that this will become a new tradition. 
“Humans love ceremony. There is a memory 
to reflect on that will encourage you when 
you get down to doing the real work.” 
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From the Finance Committee
As the days grow short and winter begins to set in, the whole world gets ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus 

on our world. We who believe The Urantia Book know that in fact and in truth he is our beloved Creator Son, 

Michael, starting out on his seventh and final bestowal as a babe born in Bethlehem and laid in a manger, while 

angels sang His praises on high.

Although Christmas seems to have taken on a more commercial feeling these days than a spiritual one, it 

still carries with it the spirit of giving to and of loving one another. Families put away their daily chores and come 

together as families once again, and joy and happiness fills the air.

This past year has been a tough one for all of us. Many of our friends have lost their jobs or seen their pensions 

and savings disappear overnight as we all are tightening our belts to get through these lean times. 

We realize that you may not be able to give as generously this year as you have in the past, but be assured, that 

as the old woman who only had two mites to put in the offering gave more than all the others, any amount you 

can give this year to help us out would be greatly appreciated. 

The best way to give ‘the gift that keeps on giving’ is to sign up for our auto debit program. Just go to our 

website at www.urantiabook.org and click on ‘contribute’ at the top of the page and follow the instructions to sign 

up for the auto debit program. Or you can send us your donation in the enclosed return envelope. 

Meanwhile, here at the Fellowship, with over 1000 members worldwide, our twelve standing and ad hoc 

committees of volunteers are busy at work: 

• Reaching out to new readers and religious leaders, and distributing Urantia Books through 1000 bookstores 

and over the internet. We will distribute over 3000 Urantia Books in 2009.

• We have built and are continually improving a very good website (www.Urantiabook.org) which reached 

over four million unique visitors this past year. You can download the book in seven different languages from this 

site; and you can listen to and download any paper or the entire book in audio from this website. This past year 

over 235,000 people downloaded at least one Paper to listen to.

• Our International Fellowship Committee (IFC) has outreach programs going next year in India, Africa, 

Korea, and throughout Latin America, and IFC actually sends representatives to these countries to encourage and 

spiritually support the readers there.

• Our Publications Committee publishes the Mighty Messenger and the Herald and sends them out to over 

10,000 readers annually. Our past President, Robert Burns, is also sending out e-News letters to our 4000 member 

email list every month.

• Our Education Committee is expanding its efforts to train new teachers while continuing to hold its annual 

3-day Study Sessions each summer. We had over 100 attendees this past summer in Chicago.

These are but some of the efforts that the Fellowship has embarked upon to further its mission of cultivating 

the spirit of religion by spreading The Urantia Book and its teachings.	

The good ship, Urantia, has moved out of her safe harbor, out onto the open seas of her future destiny. 

Welcome aboard.

John Hay – Chair: Finance Committee
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“God-Consciousness: A Living University” 
Inspires In-depth Study
By Barbara Newsom and Charles Olivea

”Beautiful! Beautiful!” “The workshops were great! The participants were supportive and enthusiastic. Great 
topic.” “I see growth in the people—in the community—and it shows in the depth of the program.” “A life-
transforming experience.”

These responses describe the soul-satisfying experiences of participants in the Summer Study Session at 
Dominican University in River Forest, Illinois, July 31-August 2. Have you ever noticed The Urantia Book places 
definitions of God-consciousness in the last sentence of the Foreword and the first sentence of the last paragraph of 

the whole book? With these inspiring words, 116 participants 
from Canada, Germany, and the United States were invited 
to join in a study and celebration of the teachings in the Fifth 
Epochal Revelation. 

Sponsored by the Education Committee of the Fellowship, 
in-depth study sessions have been held regularly since 1963. 
This year the three-day program featured principal themes of 
God-Consciousness each day: God the Father, our Brothers 
and Sisters, and our Master Son, Michael. A site on campus 
served as a Temple of the Father’s invisible presence, inspired 
by the example of the Garden of Eden, where participants 
gathered for morning and evening meditation. The Education 
Committee of the Fellowship believes strongly that a formal 
place set aside at every conference for the worshipful 

recognition of our Father helps to anchor the individual/collective consciousness of the divine presence. “The 
centering silence was a great asset in balancing head and heart,” said one participant.

Following a morning plenary session with music, worship and a presentation in the auditorium, two-hour 
workshops in the morning and afternoon explored the topics intensively. Twenty faculty members presented a far-
reaching program. Fellowship President Robert Burns opened 
and closed the program. Education Committee members 
Lila Dogim and Barbara Newsom co-chaired the event, 
managing arrangements and program, respectively, with Gary 
Deinstadt, outgoing Education Committee chair. Fellowship 
director Paula Thompson coordinated registration assisted by 
her daughter Mae. Cristina Seaborn coordinated music and 
worship. 

An extensive bookstore was staffed by Mike Wood, Urantia 
Foundation; Mark Kulieke and Pat Hilger, Morning Star 
Foundation, and Paula Thompson, Urantia Book Fellowship. 
“Evangels of Revelation” met daily to develop their public 
speaking skills with Education Committee member and speech 
coach Nick Stefero. Nick also coordinated our feedback 
sessions at the end of each day during which students, not faculty, gave short talks on their respective workshops. 
Mark Erickson provided audio recordings of presentations and workshops. Study materials are being added to the 
committee’s website www.urantia-education.org: 

Friday, July 31: Plenary, Charles Olivea, God the Father. Workshops: Paper 5, God’s Relation to the Individual, 
Benet Rutenberg; God-Consciousness and the Purpose of The Urantia Book, David Kulieke; Evolutionary 
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“Inevitabilities” in Growing a God-Consciousness, Tony Finstad; God-Consciousness in Everyday Living, Barbara 
Newsom; Race and the Consciousness of God, Charles Olivea and Katharina Becker; Resting in the Arms of God, 
Andre Traversa; The Word of God: Seven Sentences-Seven Words, Robert Moyers; A Liberating Partnership, 
Vicki Arkens. 

Saturday, August 1: Plenary, Barbara Newsom, God-Consciousness: Our Brothers and Sisters. Workshops: 
Urantia-University and The Windows of Sleep, David Nash; Taking the Path to God-Consciousness: Supremacy, 
Ultimacy, Absoluteness, Infinity, David 
Glass; Where in the Universe are We? John 
Causland; repeat of the Race workshop; Some 
Universe Romancing: God-Consciousness in 
Art, Architecture, and Literature of the Last 
Andites, David Kantor; Can the Brotherhood 
of the Kingdom Really Transform Society? Jo 
Ann Wiedman; Revving Up the Revelation, 
Thomas Orjala; Power of Unconditional 
Love, Robert Moyers. 

Sunday, August 2: Plenary, Phil Taylor, 
Our Master Son, Michael. Workshops: The 
Religious Life of Jesus, Lila Dogim; Spiritual 
Practices for Deepening our Relationship with 
God, Chris Hyde; Learning to Love Others, 
or, How to Love our Enemies, Christilyn Biek 
Larson; Powerful Peaceful Thinking: How to 
Know Jesus Christ as Savior, Lord, Master, Friend, and King, Robert Moyers. 

Lila Dogim coordinated fellowship each evening. Music and worship were coordinated by Cristina Seaborn 
and provided by Kurt Cira, Francyl and Marvin Gawryn, Barbara Hester, and James Woodward. A pre-conference 
day on Thursday included an Education Workshop on the future of education in our community, led by Charles 
Olivea and Katharina Becker; “Art in Chicago,” a tour of some of Chicago’s great art and architecture, led by 
Marilynn Kulieke, and a Spiritual Retreat, led by Bobbie Dreier. 

All workshop leaders expected participants to bring their Urantia Books to the sessions. Several workshop 
leaders conducted pre-conference study with their study groups and societies; they are also continuing the 2009 
theme of study with post-conference study in their local areas. Some of the workshop leaders posted recommended 
reading prior to the conference. One workshop required pre-registration, with required reading assignments. All 

of these features were well-received, as evidenced 
from written feedback and evaluations submitted 
by participants. Participants’ suggestions for 
improvement are being incorporated into the 2010 
summer study session.

The Education Committee is strongly 
committed to deepening and broadening the nature 
of study among students of the revelation, having 
noted that “voluntary study” becomes a norm 
by the Fifth Mansion World for the majority of 
ascenders. Study of the revelation is a complement 
to “unselfish service” and “spontaneous worship,” 
also commonplace on the Fifth Mansion World 
[47:7.5] (P. 537). To what extent can we actualize 
these potentials now? As one participant 
enthusiastically said, “I do feel more real!”
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God-Consciousness & Cosmic Morality:  
Living the Gospel Summer Study Seminar, July 21-July 26, 2010

The temporal relation of man to the Supreme is the foundation for cosmic morality, the universal sensitivity to, and 
acceptance of duty. This is a morality which transcends the temporal sense of relative right and wrong; it is a morality 
directly predicated on the self-conscious creature’s appreciation of experiential obligation to experiential Deity. [Paper 
117:4.8] (P. 1284)

Please join us in a study of the way cosmic morality is shaped by the quality of how we live the gospel; for us, 
living the revelatory teachings of The Urantia Book. The Education Committee of The Urantia Book Fellowship 
invites you to consider opportunities to teach and serve, possibly as a plenary speaker, workshop/seminar facilitator, 
pre-conference activities, entertainment, etc. For pre-registration for a special seminar at the conference, see the 
following article.

Techny Towers is a conference and retreat center located on Chicago’s North Shore. It is designed for people 
who want to study, worship, and enjoy each other in fellowship. Techny Towers has become a landmark; historically 
as an early 20th century seminary for the Society of the Divine Word; today, as an ecumenical center fostering 
creativity and strategic thinking. The Education Committee spent a weekend there in October of 2009 and thinks 
it will be a good location for the Fellowship’s Conference. The grounds were lovely and peaceful, and the sleeping 
accommodations and food were both very good. We encourage you to visit their website www. Technytowers.org.

To volunteer for service please contact Lara Amyx at 772-466-7950 or lara10@bellsouth.net

Summer Study Seminar 2010
Title: Guardian Angels. Tutors: Katharina Becker & Charles Laurence Olivea
Prerequisites: This seminar has required reading and study. All participants must read and study paper 113, The 
Seraphic Guardians of Destiny, before the Study conference in July, 2010. They will also need to bring their copies 
of The Urantia Book to the seminar for the purpose of referencing it during the conversation about Guardian 
Angels and Cosmic Morality. Participation in the seminar is limited to fourteen on a first come, first served basis. 
Should the seminar become filled a second one will be opened up with a fourteen person limit as well. Please 
contact Charles Laurence Olivea; 3320 Camino Prado Vista; Santa Fe, NM 87507. (505) 438-7746. colivea@
cs.com

Lynda D’Arcangelo, an invaluable member of the Publications Committee, 
began her transition to the mansion worlds on October 21st. A long-time 
reader, Lynda joined the committee in 2001. Due to her past experience in 
publishing, she immediately became our expert and final word on the quality 
of language usage in our publications, particularly the Fellowship Herald. It 
was typical of her generous and loving personality that she especially enjoyed 
working with new authors, helping them to gain confidence in their writing. 

She began her career in social work, and throughout her life continued to 
volunteer her time and effort in loving service to her family, friends, and the 
Urantia revelation. Lynda was very active in the Urantia Society of Greater 
New York, serving several terms as an officer. 

Those of us who worked with and loved her consider it a privilege to have 
known her. We will miss her.

A Life of Service
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Pipeline Of Light Report
By Michelle Klimesh

Since my last report, Pipeline of Light volunteers have placed copies of The Urantia Book into eleven countries. 
Your donations to the Pipeline helped us deliver books to readers and study groups in Costa Rica, India, England, 
Chile, Mexico, the Philippines, the United States, and Ecuador.

In addition, we placed books in three new countries this quarter! We sent a Spanish translation to Honduras, a 
French book to Cameroon, and an English book to Botswana. Book totals by language this quarter included three 
Russian, forty-six Spanish, seven English, and one French translation.

This quarter’s placements bring our Pipeline all-time totals to 2,412 books placed into sixty-six countries 
around the world.

We deeply appreciate your continuing financial help. If you would like to contribute to this work, donations 
can be made online at www.urantiabook.org/support or by mail to The Urantia Book Fellowship, PO Box 6631, 
Broomfield, CO 80021.

Fellowship International Activities
South Korea: The Seoul International Book Fair 2009, May 13-17, was held in a downtown conference 

center with over 211 booths represented by authors, printers, and distributors. Local reader Sy Young Chang was 
responsible for organizing, planning, and setting up the booth, and was assisted by Barry Clark of The Urantia Book 
Society of Greater New York, and International Committee Chair, Buck Weimer.

From the beginning, the booth was planned and designed as a joint effort between the Fellowship and the 
Foundation because of the two different translations of The Urantia Book in the Korean language, and expressed 
our desire for a united effort in presenting the book not only to the Korean people, but to the many international 
visitors attending the book fair.

The five days of the fair were filled with activities: a public presentation at the Fair, a short interview on 
Korean television, the printing and distribution of “spiritual vitamins” in Korean as well as English and many 
pamphlets and brochures, and a visit to a local study group. This experience reinforced the opinion of the Urantian 
participants that South Korea is now, and will become, the major launching pad for the Revelation in Asia–even 
if it is one sentence at a time.

Mexico: The 9th National Congress of readers of El Libro de Urantia was held in Monterrey, Mexico, April 12-
14 and was organized by Agustin Arellano and the El Grupo Orvonton Society of Mexico City. The conference on 
“Celebrating Life” formally opened with a presentation by Ricardo G. Van Dyck, of Mexico City, the new president 
of El Grupo Orvonton, and was followed by a power point presentation by Nelida Oliver (Ecuador). 

Additional delightful presentations were made over the next two days by Dr. Elyr Silva of Brazil, Dr. Rafael 
Fco. Arias of Costa Rica, Griselda Cantu of Monterrey, and Lourdes Salazar (Mexico). A mandala video by Jorge 
Ortega (Mexico) had participants sporting chroma depth high definition glasses. Dolores Nice and Buck Weimer 
of the Fellowship’s International Committee also made presentations, as well as Alfonso Garcia. The conference 
concluded with a brainstorming session on how to best further the Revelation in Latin America. 

Costa Rica: The first bilingual conference in Costa Rica was held June 16-20 in Puntarenas, Costa Rica. As 
the first of its kind, it drew readers from as far away as Alaska (Ed Harrigan) and as far south as Ecuador (Nelida 
Oliver) as the Costa Rican community took the lead. The different presentations at the conference took various 
forms: dancing to Latin music, slide shows of great words, beauty, and uplifting music, and some workshops that 
facilitated deep thought processes.

This conference laid the groundwork for future multilingual events outside the United States. Four of the six 
members of the International Committee (Dolores Nice, Charlene Morrow, Cristina Seaborn, and Chair, Buck 
Weimer) were present, with a total of 33 people attending. Many thanks to Agustin Arellano, who did a yeoman’s 
job with translating and allowing a better way for translation to emerge. And many thanks for all the efforts of the 
Spanish-English speaking reader community for their help in making this conference a memorable experience.
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GC To Meet In San Francisco
The General Council of the Fellowship will hold their mid-year meeting at the San Francisco Airport Marriott 

Hotel from Friday, January 29 through Sunday, January 31, 2010. The meeting will begin Friday, January 29, from 
7:00 to 11:00 P.M. continue on Saturday, January 30 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. and conclude on Sunday, January 
31, 9:00 A.M. to noon. Local readers are invited to attend the General Council meeting and to come to the 
social on Saturday evening at 7:00 P.M. at the hotel. The Councilors always look forward to socializing with local 
readers,and hope that many will plan to attend.

Upcoming Events…
• Parliament of World Religions, December 3−9, 2010, Melbourne, Australia. 
For information go to www.parliamentofreligions2009.org. 
• United Urantia Family Festival, July 1−5, 2010, at the University of Quebec, 
Montreal, PQ, Canada. For information go to http://www.urantiafamily.org. 
• Urantia Book Fellowship Summer Study Seminar 2010, Techny Towers, 
Chicago, IL, July 21−26. The theme is “God-Consciousness & Cosmic Morality: 
Living the Gospel”. For further conference information, contact Lara Amyx 
at lara10@bellsouth.net. To sign up for the special seminar on angels, contact 
Charles Olivea at COLIVEA@cs.com. 
• New on Website: The Fellowship website now contains a growing collection 
of study aids from the Friday evening Chris Halvorson class. There is a newly 
published, very detailed timeline of Part III which contains links to related 
contemporary historical and archaeological materials. The BlogTalk Radio 
Archive is complete for all 2008 programs. All of these resources and more 
may be found by going to the “What’s New?” page at http://urantiabook.org/
whatsnew.htm. 

This N’ That


