CLYDE BEDELL'S CONCORDEX = HISTORY

The first edition of the CONCORDEX, published in 1971
with a second printing in 1973 had 315 pages, with an introduct-
org section of 30 pages. The second edition, published 1in 1974
cohsists of 1438 pages and an introduction of Ll pages, plus one
page at the end of the book which could also be classified as
"introductory".

The correspondence with Mr. e Bedell concerning his expand-
ed list of references to the Urantia Book on which he is now
working was reviewed. Mr. Bedell has proposed that the list of
refercnced be distributed by the Urantia Foundation and that the
amount recalized therefrom be credited to the remaining $-
duec on his pledge for the second printing of the Urantia Book.
MRXXK&%&XIXXWXXXXK%XK%&XﬁﬁXXﬁXWKiK&XXbXNEXBHMKXXX The Trustees
felt that the Foundation should not commit itself atb this time.
Mr. Kendall was instructed to write to Mr. Bedell expressing
appreciation for his efforts and suggesting that Mr. Bedell send
the Faundation a copy of the list ... when completed,...”
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Tom Kendall to Clyde Bedell, Letter 10/31/69

.. .we feel that the next step should be our review of the indeXx
itselfs eseees Wwhy not give us +the chance to react to the index
itself so that we can be forthright with you in estimating the
interest that would likely develop. —.eees You could ... send

a copy to us when you have it typed; oo

Clyde Bedell to Tom Kendall, Letter, 11/5/69

"7 would welcome anyone you would care to send oub here to
epend several days probing what I am doing ee-. Do anything
you want, to enable your representatiVG £inally to say: "THE
FOUNDATION WILL (OR WwILL NOT) recommend this LISTING as a con-
structive, ever-so-helpful, put unofficial companion to the
URANTIA Book.' teesee I will abide by an agreement wWe make as
Lo how we can profit the FOUNDATION THROUGH THE SALE OF BOOKS.
ees L1f you wish to be utterly and completely unconnected with
my enlarged LIST, simply say SO. I will respond that 1 must
of neceasity take a 1ittle longer,.... to discharge my pledye.
1 wili then print a little paragraph in the Book saying that my

1ist represents a personal labor of love, that it was not author=-
ized by the FOUNDATION and nas no official connection whatever
with the Foundation. Then when the BOOK -is completed and avalil-
able, you may 1ook it over to your neart's content. If yovu

wish to sell 1it, we will make some arrangement tO that end thav
will at least talkke care of my pledge. 1f you don't, I will find
my own ways to get the new LISTING into the nands of the people
wio want it."

— P

Tom Kendnll Lo iqbnlean0P¢“QQLﬁﬁﬁidll/QO/bv
"See enclosed soft cover booklet ol refercnces Lo the
Urantia Book. We neglected UO have you review this prior to

its being printed.
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~ _erly vested in the Foundation.'

"we are now confronted by a second version of this list of ref-
erences which is larger than the one enclosed. Mr. Bedell pro-
poses to publish the second list in hardcover and sell it per-
sonally, and through the Urantia Foundation. We have not actually
seen or reviewed this revised version ourselves. :

"pPlease advise whether this type of work has tovhavg_pgr‘approval
pefore publication.”

Lyman Emrich to Tom Kendall, Letter,.12/10/69 , )
™. ... I see no problem, so far as the Urantia Foundation 1is

concerned, in consequence of the publication of this booklet = or
even as a result of Mr. Bedell's proposal to publish a second
version of his 1list of references under hard COVEI's ceeccesoccoe

",..I feel it is quite clear that Mr. Bedell's 'Personal List

of References' (whether in the form of a soft cover booklet or

a hard cover book) in no way infringes upon the copyright in the
Urantia Book held by the Urantia Foundation. It follows, there-
fore, that the work does not have to have your approval before
publication. . eeeeecese

"The plan, therefore, that the hard cover edition of the book

may be sold in part through the Urantia Foundation seems a perfect=-
ly logical and desirable one; and it will in no way constitute

an inadvertant or foolish relinquishnment of any lawful right prop-

Tom Kendall to Clyde Bedell, Letter 12/17/69

Wour lotter convinces us that you have carefully considered
many aspects of the matter of composing and publishing your
second 'List of Personal References.' ..... our opinion (is con=
firmed) that your second 'Index' will be a useful tool in the
study of the Urantia Book; more useful than the first. We agree
with you though that no listing will ever be 'complete and con-
summate.' +... The Trustees believe they could assist you in
the sale of your second index as they did with your first work."

Clyde Bedell to Tom Kendall, Letter 1/7/70 ,
"I am assuming from your favorable response that I can discharge
my pledge to the Foundation through turning some of these books

into money for you."

Tom Kendall to Clyde Bedell, Letter 1/13/70
TVou are correct in you r assumption that you may discharge
your pledge.to the Foundation through the turning of the books

into money."

Tom Kendall to Clyde Bedell, Letter, 10/23/70 ' ,
"In.fupther response Lo your recent TeEter Lo Christy regarding

permission to quote from the Urantia Book on your COﬁCOBDEX, sgch
permission 1is granted for the use of the paragrqphq 1pd1cated\1n

your letteyi"

Clyde Bedell to Tom Kendall, Letter, 10/27/70Q
"I am using my own judgment as to 'lront of the book material',

introduction, etc. My original intention was to send it to you

"all for epproval. Decided against it. To do that would imply



official approval or sponsorship, and this must be avoided., I
and I alone should be responsible for what is in the CONCORDEX,
and the FOUNDATION in case any bobble showsup or any error of
judgment, should ve able to say the CONCORDEX had approval but
details of carrying it out, introductory material and so on,.
‘pepresents one man's best judgments whether everyone agrees

fully with them or not.' ] , ‘
Christy to Clyde Bedell, Letter, 2/9/71 ‘ _
e are very pleased to be able fo turn the bookstore orders over
to you as there has been some discussion here as to what we
could do about a discount. ... I am glad to know that you will
sell the Foundation the CONCORDEX at a L0% discount following

our sale of tne first 250 gratis copiles. We would like

very much to have some leaflets about the CONCORDEX with a

. coupon and price attached. ' :

The CONCORDEXES are being delivered to us today."

Clyde Bedell to Tom Kendall, Letter, 11/15/71
"...I address you briefly as Chairman of the Domestic Extension.
Committee. .... I hope that you know that the remark has been

made variously by booksellers and individuals that more people

are buying the URANTIA BOOK becausc the CONCORDEX is available.

I hope you know that many people are reading the BOOK more with

the help of the CONCORDEX. I hope you know that when sn owner

of both books shows them both to someone else who has sone interest
the CONCORDEX makes the Urantia Book seem simpler to get into and
to study. Granting the truth of all this =- has 3.t occurred to

you, Tom, that the FOUNDATION could make a profit while at the
came time helping propagation of the URANTIA Book, if everyone
who buys BOOK was told of the CONCORDIX? e+ There is about
$3 profit for the FOUNDATION in every CONCORDEX sold, or for the
pood of the Brotherhood. Isn't is worthwhile? If not for the
profit, for the help and good of URANTIA BOOK purchasers?"

Tom Kendall 'to Clyde Bedell. Letter, 12/22/71.

"T'm really not sure how we could give you more help in selling

the Concordex. We have repeatedly mentioned it in the Bulletin
v.e.s Currently about 80% of Urantia Book sales are through book
stores and it is a little hard to see how we could inform these
roaders of the Concordex at time of purchase, I understand we

have furnished you with the names of many of our bookstore accounts.
Tf we come up with any other ideas on this subject we will get in
touch with you since your financial contribdbution to our efforts
through Concordex sales is obviously valuable." '

Clyde Bedell to Tom Kendall, Letter, 1/6/72.

hs for selling the CONCORDEX. The best way for the Foundation

to sell the CONCORDEX, which unquestionabley helps sell more

Urantia Books, would be for every U Bx sold to individuals to

carry my 8 page folder, «... In most cases U Bk purchasers

would then buy a CONCORDEX. Yes, it would cost something to do

. it, bdbut the profit should be beneficial to the Foundation. Every
RBook StoreCOULD be sent a CONCORDEX MAILING perhaps twice a

year by you until they had stocked the CONCORDEX. ...« There
should be no reluctance 1 think for the FOUNDATION"to promote

the CONCORDEX ' until your INDEX is out. «...
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Tom Kendall to Clyde Bedell, Letter, 3/13/72

"We continue to sell the concordex as orders come in. You will’
be interested to know that we send a prospectus to every indi-
vidual to whom we send a book. We have had many compliments

on your work,"

Tom _Somin (reader) to URANTIA Foundation, Letter, w/17/72

"T'm writing this letter to ask 1l anyone ... 1in LR1cago has
read the intmyduction this man has written for his "Cuncordex"!?
Sample cuotes: "multiplying and coddling baser orders of human-
ity". "defectives" 'weak and useless drones" "deviates"...e.s

T think it was very wise that this "Concordex" ... was not pub-
" lished as an official volume by the Urantia Foundation, e.e.e.o.s
In my years of association. with various 'occult' groups, I've
never run into anyone like Mr., Bedell. He's a new one on mel"

Christy to Tom Somin, Letter, L/17/72 o )
"We believe the principal value oI the CONCORDEY is its help-

fulness to readers of the book during the preparation of the
official Index. ... please consider ... that the preparer is
alone responsible for any shortcomings, errors, and judgments.

"The Trustees of the Urantia Foundation did not solicit these
efforts, much less the introductory remarks, but were satisfied
to accept the offer of the preparer to provide his own list of
references. The Trustees only premitted the association of the
CONCORDEX with the Urantia Book insofar as it would serve as a

‘help to locate references.”

Ssgt._USAF Geo. T, Johnson to URANTIA Brotherhood, Letter, /72
"I might add at this time that I was displeasedwith the Concor-
dex. The introductions and comments on the flyleaf had the
flavor of "Glory be!' testimonials I learned to abhor from my
contracted views dealing with the more narrow-minded churches I
explored in my earlier searchings. 1 was surprised your organ-
ization would allow these as endorsements, after as much as 1
read in The Urantia Book about how they generally regard this
type of organized religion ..... Pardon me if I've stepped firm-
ly on Mr. Bedell's toes, but it appeared inconsistent with

all the impressions I've gotten from the book.".

Martin Myers to Tom Kendall, Memo, 11/30/73

" wonder, too, 1f we could not work out some srrangement with
Clyde for the assignment of his copyright to the Concordex of
The URANTIA Book, with a royalty arrangement to either him or
his heirs, to run for a set period of years, with no duty on the
Trustees to pursue an aggressive sales of the Concordex. We
should not be under any obligations that would perhaps compro-
mise our publishing our own index. I cannot help but continue to
have very serious reservations about the propriety of Clyde's
having taken out a copyright in a work that is based 100% -~
with the exception of his introductory.material -- on The URANTIA
Book in which we as Trustees of the URANTIA Foundation hold a

,copyright.".




Lyman_Emrich to Jim MillgL_Lejﬁgr_lgélh/73

"his is further to our telephone conversation, in which you
reported to me your discovery that J. Weilss had written Qly@e,

‘to inguire whether Clyde had been obliged to obtsin permission

from the Foundation in order to publish his Concordance with The
URANTIA Book. Not only is it now apparent that wWeiss is seek-

ing to obtain some support for the position that his Concordance ‘
is no% a derivative work, but also it is ¢lear that, in order to :
discourage others - including, particularly, someone ‘LiKe Bgr?on :
King - from preparing a similar work, it will be to the definite
interest of the Foundation, 1to have Clyde display a suitable notice.
eve... I believe that I recall your mentioning ... that it was
.possible that Clyde Bedell could be persuaded to assign the copy-
right in this new (second) edition of his Concordance. This would
certainly be highly desircable. - If Clyde is willing to execute
such an assignment prior to the actual printing of his revised

work, the above-noted copyright notice would of course be un=-

necessary and inappropriate."

Martin Myers to Jim Mills, Memo, 12/16/73 o
"Thank you for your telephone call of Saturday, December 15, re-
garding your conversation with Clyde earlier in the day. It is
fortunate that he is at least willing to add the notice of per-
mission to his second edition as is set out in Lyman's letter of
December 1ll, 1973, although an outright assignment 1is of course
desireable. As I understand from your explanation, Clyde of fered
what really amounts to a lepgal reason as to why he cannot assign,
... offering opinion ... about various matters, ... precluding an
asgignment of his work to URANTIA Foundation. seee. W€ should not
be lulled into accepting Clyde's ecxcuse as to why he cannot assign
without our making certain that his reasoning is in fact supported
in law. The area of derivitive works in the copyright law as I
understand it from Lyman is still largely unsettled. Consequent-
1y we should be willing to articulate and enforce our interests

-- as we see them -- to the fullest extent possible, lest by

our inaction and inattention we sacrifice some valuable point of

law," 2

from Foundation Minutes, 1/17/T7 ¢

YWpursuant toO previous oral conversations and correspondence

Wwith Mr. Clyde Bedell in which ne was advised that he had the
permission of the Trustees to prepare a private list of rcfer-
cnces Lo the URANTIA Book, and pursuant to further communication
in which Mr. Bedell was granted permission to prepare a concord-
ance with respect to the URANTIA BOOK,

"gm T RESOLVED that the Trustees hereby confimm their grants
of permission for these WOTrKs. -

"The foregoing resolution was prompted by Mr. Bedell's current
preparation and plans' for a much enlarged concordance to be cn-
" titled Concordex, Second Edition, of the URANTIA Book, it being
understood that appropriate notice of copyright status of the
URANTIA Book will be displayed. The Trustees hereby grant

. permission for the preparation of this Second Edition.

"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that permission is granted to Mr. Bedell
to quote certain passages from the URANTIA Book, namely, sececse
(List of 6 quotations to be used in CONCORDEX, follows.)
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Tom Kendall to Clyde Bedell, Letter, 2/U/7hL
T Tgfter consulting with our legal counsel and the other Trus-
tees, we must insist that you use a-color on the cover of your
new edition different from that used on the cover of The URANTIA
Book., This is especially important because you intend to use
gold lettering, ... The color you used on the cover of the Second
Printing of your First Edition will be entirely satisfactory. ceses

Tt is essential that we maintain a decidedly different appearance
between your work and The URANTIA Book for the future best in-
terest of URANTIA Foundation and this Fifth Epochal Revelation of
Truth. If the two books were markedly similar in appearance,

it would be assumed that there was an official connection between
them. This could set a precedent that the Foundation could find’
to be a problem in the future. .... I understand that, although
you wish to use a white stock for the dust jaclket, the finished
product willlook quite different from our dust jacket, because
you intend to use yellow and another color, not black. ... Pur-
suant to the resolution adopted by the Trustees at our January 17
meeting, I am pleased to . inform you that you are now officially
authorized to publish- the Second Edition of your new and en-
larged Concordex. +.... With regard to the copyright in your
Concordex, as I indicated in my December 3 letter, we respect
your reasons for retention of the copyright. However, our inter-
est in having you assign the copyright to URANTIA Foundation is
because your work is so obviously based on The URANTIA Book and
could be classified as a derivitive work. We are interested in
discussing your assignment of the copyright to us at a future
date. The mood of the Trustees at, present is to require copyright
and probably publishing rights to be assigned to URANTIA Foundaton
in any future work so closely based on The URANTIA Book."

Clyde Bedell to Christy and Tom Kendall, Letter, 1/25/15

"™ still renkle under Paul Snyder's DIRECT REMARK eyeball to
eye-ball with me immediately aflter the conference last summer,
that he wished there was a way to have everyone have the Uraantia
Book a full year before they ever got hold of a Concordex."

Clyde Bedell to Tom Kendall and Christy, Letter, 6/1./75

"I nave been selling CONCORDEXLS to neadguarters at L0% off list.
I now propose to try out selling CONCORDEXES to you at 75% off,

at 43 each, so you can nct $9 each .... anything that encour-
ages the sale of CONCORDEXES, encourages people to read and study
the URANTIA BOOK. ... I never put a URANTIA BOOK into the hands

of ANYONE until after he (or she) has read - THE FIRST 32 pages
of the CONCORDEX.
It is interesting to note that here is a second ANNUAL CONFERENCE,
presumably to promote STUDY OF THE URANTIA BOOK. According to a
nigh percentage of all the contacts I have been able to make, the
CONCORDEX is the top aid by far in this matter of aiding STUDY

OF THE GREAT BOOK. And yet there is no spot on the program

named for discussion of the CONCORDEX and its use. .... From the
standpoint of headquarters of the Brotherhood, ... the CONCORDEX
officially might as well not exist. The 75% discount is the
.'other cheek!d I have no more to turn."




Tom Kendall to Clyde Bedell, Letter, 7/28/75

"You make a gencrous offer concerning the increased discount on
the snles of the Concordex. Added revenue is always appreciated
particularly as we grow. This is a matter for consideration by
URANTIA Brotherhood Corporation which actually sells the Concord=
ex. We will refer this to the Brotherhood for reply as soon as
possible. Everyone I have talked to wno mentions the Concordex
does so in a positive manner. It is of great assistance as one
tries to find that elusive thought, or attempts:'to follow a
concept as it appears and re-appears throughout the Book."

Clvde Bedell to Tom Kendall, Letter, 10/27/15

"The crux of your letter was this: 'This is a matter for consider=-
ntion by the URANTIA Brotherhood, which actually sells Concordexes.
we will refer this to the Brotherhood for reply ...' .... over

20 weeks have vpassed since my letter of June lt, and I still have
had no acceptance or rejection of my 75% discount offer. The
Brotherhood has apparently considered it and not deemed it worth
comment, acknowledgment, or even the courtesy of a 10¢ reply of

any kind. 1 therefore withdraw the offer. Your discount will

" continue at L0%." Co :

Christy to Clyde Bedell, Letter, 11/1./75

"We are extremely sorry that we neglected to answer your letter
for such a long period. We fully appreciate your generosity and
the many fine things you have done for us. ... Please forgive
us. We love you."

Clyde Bedell to Tom Kendall, Letter, 11/20/75 .

"I appreciated your phone call of last evening. I respect your
forthrightness in taking the blame for the 'lost discount.'
I renew a generous discount proposal for the time being, but
will make it a saner 60% instead ol 75%. +... This discount will
begin with your next order."

Tom Kendall to Clyde Bedell, Letter, 12/8/7S5. _ ‘

"We are now checking to find the best way to handle you r Concord=-
ex offer in line with the law now in effect governing Foundations.
This new legislation requires-us to be very careful of all of

our financial records and transactions. Clyde, we really apprec=-
iate your thoughtfulness in wanting to help provide us with ade=
quate funds to meet our current and future needs." .

From Foundation Minutes, 12/13/75 .
“I'ne Trustees discussed Clyde Bedell's recent proposal to sell
andordexes to URANTIA Botnerhood Corporation‘at an increased
discount =-- from 0% to 60%, the 20% increase to be given to
URANTIA Foundation as a donation. Mr. Myers has taken this matter
up with the accountants, Arthur Andersen & Co., and wrote them
_"a_letter dated Decemver 10, 1975, ..."

_Roy M. McCarthy of ARTHUR ANDERSEN & CO to Martin Myers, 1/26/76
T believe the best way to accomplish this is as follows. Mr.
HBedell would continue to sell his Concordex to the Corporation:

at the normal /[0 percent discount. He would then direct that the
Corporation remit a portion of his sale proceeds to the Foundation




as a charitable contribution on his behalf and the remainder to
him. Mr. Bedell should document this arrangement in a letter to
the Corporation and.the Foundation stating therein the amount or
percentage he wishes transmitted by the Corporation to the Found=-
ation. ... Upon each purchase of the Concordex, the Corporation
would record a purchase at the normal 40 percent discount price .
and remit checks to the Foundation as a charitable contribution
on Mr. Bedell's behalf and to Mr. Bedell for the balance. The
voucher accompanying payment to Mr. Bedell should nott that a
‘portion of his sales proceeds have been transmitted to the Found=-
ation as he has previously directed. The funds transferred by
the Corporation to the Foundation on Mr. Bedell's behalf would

be considered a contribution from him and not a receipt from the
Corporation for the purposes of the 1/3 support test."

ﬁnul Snider to Clyde Bedcllz Letter, 2/25/76

To reiterate: URANTIA Brotherhood Corporation will continue to
buy'cgpies of the Concordex at 0% discount off 1list price. Any
a@dltlonal discount you wish to provide will be made'through a
dlrgctvcontribution in the amount of the additional discount.
Untll.you notify us of a change, the additional discount is 20%
off list price, and will be sent in the form of a contribution

go UgAwTIA Foundation upon reciept of payment for the books or-
~dered.

?om Kendall to Clyde Bedell, Letter 3/16/76

To the Trustees, this method of handling the extra discount is
~an exgellent one. These funds can certainly be used to advantage

and will be greatly appreciated for whatever period of time youJ
choose to let the arrangement remain in effect.”

Meredith Sprunger to Clyde Bedell, Letter, 7/11/76

"We would especially lilke TG 8Xpress our appreciation for the

great service you have performed in compiling the CONCORDEX.

It is the product of many years of work .and devotion., The

CONGCORDEX is the most widely used aid in the study of The URANT=-
. IA Book. The Administrative Committee is considering ways in

which more readers of The URANTIA Book may be informed about the

CONCORDEX. We extend our gratitude and love."

Clyde Bedell to Carolyn Kendall, Memo, 3/27/77 ,

By summer 1978 oither a rat improved new CONCORDEY, 3rd edition,
will be ready or in the works, and I believe, worthy of some
attention by the General Conference attendees. ... I suggest a
CONGCORDEX element in your total program with little hope. For
there is apparently a determination in Chicago to do nothing to
help U Book readers toward this pre-eminent aid in their reading

and study and USE of the U Book."

Clyde Bedell to Garolyn Kendall, Letter, W/LW/TT.

TTust & hasty note to say I am sorry I suggested to you a spot

on your upcoming program for a discussion of the CONCORDEX. I
" have had a letter from Meredith that convinces me that you all

at hecadquarters believe your motives alone are pure, and your
decisions always right, 'group judgment'. le spparently believes
anything I suggest should be done in order to help readers of
. the book by informing them adequately and suitably about the
CONCORDEX is to somehow glorify myself. This makes me il1l.

TLet's forget it. I regret having made the suggestion."




[+

Clyde Bedell to Meredith Sprunger, Letter 1W/15/171

fry to understand thal what 1 am concerned with is not credit,
but the promotion and advance of God's Word == of the Book =-- get=
ting 1% sprcad and used widely and usefully. Can you not see

thalL there is something distrcssing to me and to many other Ur-
antians, and perhaps something shameful as far as headquarters

is concerned, that great numbers of people even now, find out
about the Concordex only years after they -have owned the Book, '
and in many cases have letb it languish when the Concomdex would
nave helped them keep it alive and ever warmer in their hecarts?
For they had no key, no help, no substantial aid to unlock for
them its illimitable treasures. No TREMENDOUS instipating aid
to the Boox's study! «.... from.my contacts with many individuals
that there are a host more who are being deprived of THEIR SINGLE
GREATEST STUDY AID because of headquarters, what? =- timidity,
intransigence, mistrust, wearyness, wene

Clvde Bedell to Meredith Sprunger, Letteghwuzgééjj

Mlsn't it great that the headquarters Iixecutive Committee can aall’
everything they don't own, commercial, so they can have an éeX-
cellent 'out'. for NOT LIFTING A FINGER to help U Book purchasers
know that this great aid to the Book's use is available. .... Yes,
there are some barbs in this letter. It gives the Exec Com-
mittee a good excuse for being vexed with that ill-natured pest
Clyde Bedell. 1t can soothe some consciences for not helping the
Book in the most logical way on carth. .... One (letter) is from

a reader who never really got into the Book altho he had owned it
. for 10 years. For him the Concordex was the 'open sesame'. How
many of the 65,000 books in the hands of the public are =till
largely unread because the owners have not really got a grip,

an entry, an open sesame to the Book? DO YOU AT 533 FEEL NO
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS -~ THESE LOST READERS? .... De Vorss

alone sells the Concordex to bookstores, We sell about 100 books
n month while you sell about 900. You say: 'Go jump in the lake
Clyde. Find your own way to distribute the CONCORDEX. It's YOUR
baby.' .... You know Tom Kendall called me long distance and

asked me to deed the CONCORDEX over the the Foundation. 1 refused.
1 had been through experiences of offering even to 70% discount
... to the Brotherbhood on all books purchased, if they would
simply wiggle a little to help readers find the CONCORDEX. So I
refused. 1 sweat the blood that created the CONCORDEX. . It is

my baby, my contribution on the came alter the U BK serves. «..
Would you turn your child over to such nice people who werc so in=-
offectual? Tom later wrote they still want to talk to me about
taking over the CONCORDLX. One cooperates with and aids pecople
who are receptive and open-minded and act in kind. ... I believe
T will ultimately ... have to set up my own plans and go my own
way. But I keep feeling they should have 'one more chance.' ...
st the moment I feel as. the small corporation feels that is

being pressured for a take~over by a big and heartless corporation
that doesn't give a damn about fairness or logic. +... Now until
there is some change at headquarters in open mindedness, object-
ivity, and rationale, I'll drop the matter."

" Glyde Bedell to Meredith fprunger, Letter, 5/12/77. .

Miyst suppose someone next year comes oul with an utterly stu-
"pendous and fantastic new audio-visual aid that would grip and

move people as they have never been gripped before by anyrel}gious-



philosophical message. «.. So in their conservative stance they
cay: 'we don't care how i* will win many thousands of young hearts
and minds for the URANTIA Message. We don't own it, so it can
shrivel and dry up as [lar as we are concerncd. Let. the owner «..
tuse other channels'. .... Don't get yourself irrevocably into
the mental straif jackets that prevall at 533, If the 533 orgs

" are mandated to protect and disseminate God's fresh Word, hold

out for a vigomnous highly intelligent, up-to-date program for
doing so ....even if 1t makes headquarters THINK and SWEAT bullets
to come up with policies that do the job, not that exonorates the
hdqtrs staff for NOT doing the job."

Meredith Sprunger to Clyde Bedell, Letter, 5/28/77

"As you know, Clyde, T recommended to the lixecutive Committee that
we become the distributor of the Concordex. The majority, however,
did not agree with the recommendation. As individuals we may not
agree with majority views but as a Brotherhood we must work with
group decisions., I certainly do not blame you for protesting our
decision or for going your own way in distributing the Concordex
independent of our advice or help. There is no indication that
the Corporation or the Foundation will change their current pol-
icye +e.. I well know that you arec not interested in personal

gain but are concerned about serving readers of The URANTIA Book.
T1m sure the Executive Committee and the Foundation trustees also
believe this. But the majority differ withyou concerning the wis-
dom of distributing the Concordex through the Brotherhood."




The followinpg are extracts from drafts of proposed policy state-
ments which have not, to my knowledge, ever been formally adopt-
ed. They are significant in that they may be relevant to the
CONCORDEX and to other up-coming matters. ' -

POLICY OF THE TRUSTEES OF URANTIA FOUNDATION REGARDING ,
THE PUBLISHING OR THE GIVING OR PERMISSION TO PUBLISH MAJOR

WORKS RELATED TO THE URANTIA BOOK. 3/18/7h '

"Though the Trustees of URANTIA Foundation believe that The
URANTIA Book speaks grandly for itcelf, it is inevitable that
a volume of the nature of the URANTIA Bool will engender

much comment. Most comment -- even the very best -- will to
some extent be in derogation of the purity, unity, quality,
concistency, balance, integrity, over-all symmetry and eternal
viewpoint of The URANTIA Boolts ........

"Wwhile it is difficult to set out all of the considcrations
bearing on the decision to undertake to publish or to give
permission to publish various works related to the URANTIA
Book, or to the use of quotations taken from The URANTIA
Book, the following points will hopefully serve to set out
some of the guidelines which will undoubtedly influence the
Trustees' thinking.

2. The proffered\work must enhance the URANTIA teachings
' in a major way. (Of course, the work must not distort
. the teachings.) :

L.  The work must promise to £ill a major developing need
of potentially long duration and not one that will be of
transitory existence. ' '
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MEMO FROM TRUSTEES OF URANTIA FOUNDATION TO URANTIA BRO-
THERHOOD CORPORATION, L./20/77

" . we will offer some brief comments on the general sub=
ject of URANTIA Brotherhood Corporation handling books or
bther materials which are not published by either URANTIA
Foundation or URANTIA Brotherhood. As time goes on, we

could reasonably anticipate that there will be an increasing
number of requests by various individuals and groups for
URANTIA Brotherhood Corporation to merchandise their products,
Many people would enjoy having the impression created that
their work is officially sponsored by the URANTIA orgsniza-
tions. Such an impression in the minds of many people is

to be expected if the Corporation sells a product and it is
mailed out with a label exhibiting the registered marks. We
know that this is the impression many people have of the Con-
cordex even now. It is possible that having URANTIA Brother-
hood Corporation for the distributor of a publication would
increase its sales, and it would certainly relieve the pub-
lisher of burdensome paperwork.

"We would advise that the Corporation approach with great
caution any consideration to market publications other than



those of URANTIA Foundation and URANTIA Brotherhgod: ng-
ever worthy such publications may appear to be, it is wise

to bear in mind that the primary function of the combined
URANTIA organizations is not of a commercial nature. We are
not in the publishing and marketing business. Our over-
riding mission is to disseminate the teachings of The URANTIA
Book with adequate safeguards. . Let us not become.sidetracked
and overworked by selling derivitive publications of the
URANTIA Book. Should we ever experience a need for deriv-
itive works, we would find hundreds of them as easily ob-
tainable as so many grains of sand.. They will always be a
readily available resource. At least until the primacy of -
The URANTIA Book is safely established, let others contend
with the work of distributing their own secondary works."
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UsAyTIA BROTHERHOOD POLICY ON AbVERTISING AND PUBLICITY
3/3/15° : - - ' S

"It is occasionally possible to attract people to a URANTIA
Boolt study group through advertising. What we do not know,
however, is the number of sincere religionists or URANTIA
Book readers who are repelled or further removed from us

by the presence of any advertising whatsoever. ....

“"We must further keep in mind the increasingly international
dimensions of all of our future work. The mission of The
URANTIA Book spans the entire planet; the brotherhood we

are forming is a world brotherhood. And it is well to remem-
ber that some publicity techniques which might seem accept=-
able to many people in the United States would be found
ruestionable or even shocking to many Europeans and Asians.
While we disseminate the URANTIA teachings, we must guard
against actions which unwittingly might jeopardize the ac=-
ceptance of these teachings in other cultures. Our daily
work must be' done with a global perspective.,"
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