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Mr. Bob Burton
3734 Bagley Avenue
Los Angeles, 90034

Dear Bob:

It seems thet the time has come to answer your letters and tell you exsctly
where I stand, ana also why, if I can. T
1

7 Probably basic to my beliefs is this: God, having caused this revelation
to be presented to the world, did not then turn awny and leave its fate entirely
in the hands cf men. (Fe knows mankind too well for that!) Our experience

with the bock has convinced us that the sviritusl fcrces resvonsible for its
presentation sre still very active in its distribution, end working emong those
who seek to understand ard vromote it. This being so, there is reeson to believe
that help for our Brotherhood organization is elso available if we prayerfully
search together to find what is best for us. :

One of the points made repeatedly in the bcok is this: Change that comes
about by sensible anc understandable degrees is lasting. Nothing is geined by
shoving shead sgainst the current; the big weves mede by this latter system will
destroy whatever temporary vnrogress wes imposed by force,

I learned & great desl at last summer's meeting. But one of the preatest
things wes whet I elrecdy knew! There is s wonderful brotherhood reletionship
thet exists batween Ursptians wherever they sre frem, whenever they meet tope+her.
1 would never willingly do anything I thought would destroy this.

I think we, of sll peorle, ought to study thoroughly the life and teachings
of Jesus in order to know how to meet challenges end make changes. It was ever
‘his policy to overcome evil with good. When he met s situstion that needed io
be changed, he did not dwell upon the wrong, but built up the good to such a
desirsble position that its accevntance became eutcemetic; the wrong aisappeared
by sbandonment. The Way of Love picks up and sads to: it does not knock down
end teer spart. .

In our studies. the Wenestchee Society has mede e practice of studying these
particular varts of PART IV because we felt it would help us 'in our individuel
and personal presentation of the beook to other people, verticularly to "church"
people. We can say now thst it really does work, too, not enly in spreading the
teachings of the book but slso in relationshins ir general. Some of the best
pointers are found in part 6 of Paper 141, end parts & and 5 of Peper 159. On
page 1687 is & good exemple of how hesrsh woras cen turn a crowd into & hostile
belligerent mob. So let Love be the nower that guiaes all our enaesvors. ®When
you seek to chsnge the heerts of your enemies through loving rreyer you may be
surprised to learn theirs was not the only heert thet wes chrnged. God knows
whet is best snd he gives it to us whemve ask ard eccent.

Among the things I learned lest summer wes the difference betwsen the
Foundetion and the Protherhocd. As I em not s member of the Foundetion I do
not know the details of the original cherges given to it by the ¥idweyers who
established it, but I am sure thet the beings who set it up are far wiser then
eny mun, &and thet we can fully rely on their gcod judgment. Furthermore, we in
the Brotherhood cennot hold the Foundetion accountsble to us, since it is the
perent organiestion. However, on the lsst day, through Dr. Sprunger, we did
present a formul recuest that they give to us rerorts ©f whet they have aone,
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not for our apnroval, but so thet we cen understand and have a botter working
relationship. It is my belief that they will reply to any request reesonably
and courteously presented to them.
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Now let me restate my vositicn so thet™you wilY ¢Tearly understand where

I stand: 1) I will not join in any attack upon the Foundetion; 2) I will not
help present sny petition for change that is worded in a manner calculsted to
bring about discord and dissention: 3) I will Join with others who are earnestly
seeking a way to bring about better cooperation end coordinstion of efforts §0
that there will be a more rerresentative form ot governing body for the Brother-
hood,
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central organization. I would like to know if any of the other Societies have
worked on plans for proposing chunges® lias any such proposal ever been pre-
sented formelly? For this resson I em sending copies of this letter to each of
the Societies and hope to hear from them personslly.

We here in Wenatchee sre so new to the organization that we sre not ewsre
of the problems. Perheps it is because our beginning was completely autonomous.
We established "our own thing"--giving books to libraries sll over this erea es
well ss studying the book ourselves and exvanding to teke in ss many others as
we can find--before we ever beceme sccusinted with the Brotherhood. There hes
been no conflict; we heve continued as before. All chianges heve been for the
better since they were by wey of enlarging our acouaintences snd putting us in
contact with theat lerge accumulation of studies arg thinking that oreceaed our
coming slong. W¥We heve received financial anc other renorts esch yeer since we
ceme into the progrem. Any helv we esked for we heve received in abundance. We
honestly have no complaints. Everyone has been really good to us, so we heave
nothing to say but thenkyocu's.

o e

St

Last ‘summer wes our first experience with the working of the orgsnization.
Before we can intelligently participete in meking chenges we must find out what
spe the problems of other groups. We went to heer it first hend, so it looks
ike our problem is to set up communication channels direct with each group.
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We thank you agein, Bob and Ruth, for the meny helps and vapers you heve
given and sent to us. We count you among, our dearest friends, end among those
blessings that ceme to us through the Urentia Rrotherhood. And we hore to visit
that plece with the fascineting neme - Three Rivers, Mich.
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I think you are right sbout getting proposed resclutions in the mill ehead
of time. Like now while there is time for communicetion between Societies end
. comparison of ideas. You are in & unicue rosition to help coordinsts since you
» # get around so much more than most of us. However your peculiar velue to us liss
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‘0 - in your long scquaintsnce with the book. Such a weelth of stories snd exrerien-
gEi ces we shall never forget heering them from one who wes there when it was begin-
o ning. We look forwsrd to meeting you egain and agein now and in the future to
}g{ come.
bt 4 : .
;i%% . It seems unfair end "un-Urantie-like" for neople to be holding you to ac-
gs*o count for things thet ere not your resvonsibility personally. If I knew those
‘@5 People T would esk them why they do nat.meke their recuests direct to the ones
@ ¥ who BFETIN ¢htrol”  THese Lhings.can be.worked.out.if ore. spplies the nrincinles
5.8 Jesus Used--the Way of Love.
égfé I'd lige to give you a quoteticn thet meens a lot to me. from the very iast
#i0 vege in the book: FEe not discouraged; human evolution is still in progress, and
: %ji the revelation of God to the world, in enrda through Jesus, shell not {sil. D. 2097
.;{1 : 3;4) I
Lk ' Sincerely your friend.
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“ARTICLE VII of the Constitution seems to make orovision for expanding the' = -




