September 11, 1963

Mr. Vern B Grimsley
2317 Le Conte Street -~ Apit. 5
Berkeley, falifornie

Dear Mr. Grimsleyt

I have just reresad your letter and have given careful
thought to your problems. I think from the study of Jesus!
ralation to the organized religion of his day and his
final break with the synagogues, there ars two ways of
looking at your problem. :

But more especially coming down to these days of the Uraniis
Rook and its teachings, I am observiag a number of ministers
who are trying to zo along with thelr regular work and
gradually introduce Ursentian teachlngs, but Ithink it is
geoing te be exceedingly diffieult for the average minister
to do this. I think the sxzperience of Dr. Sprunger is &
gzood iilustration of the difficulties of s believer in the
Hrantian teachinge btrying to hold an orthodox pulpit.

Tr. Sprunger thought he eonld do it. I told him 1 wasg
pretty surs it would fall, as it did, and he went inte the
teaching profession, vwherse he has greas freedon as regards
hiz activities with reference to the Urantia Boox.

It is very difficult for me to try to advise you as to
whether you should or should not enter upon your three

years of seminary studies. 1 am grobably grsatly influenced
by my observation of Lr. Sprungerts experience, but I cannot
help Tseling that & teacher Iin some college or university
has & far greater opportunity to influence young people in
hehalf of the Urantian philosophy as conpared to the oppor-
tunities that the sverage minister would have in the averegs
church. And mgain I must say I am influenced in this
appraisal by my observation of what happened to Ir. Sprunger,
and the greai liberty he has had since he gave up his formal
ministry and enitered the teaciing profesaion.

I feel it is a very difficult matter to try to wrile a
letter answvering the guestions you bring up in this recent
Jettor to ma. If I could sit down and talk with you, I feel
we could deal with this problem much more satisfactorily;

in fact, if we bad two or three talks 1% would be all the
batter. -
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T pan think of two or three ministers who are at preseat be-
iievers in the Urantisa Book, and I know how difficult they are
finding it to,in any way, with nmuch satisfaction to themselves,
introduce the teachings in their work as ministers in
Protestant churches. ' '

I well know thut = great many ministers are goling to enmbrace
the teachings of the Urantis Book in the near future and
they will undoubtedly go right slong ministering o their
shurches, at lesst until the churches rejeect thelr ninistry.
But I am greatly influenced by Dr. Spruager's great freedon,
and he is much happier since he found himself released from
the restrictions of his denominational pulpit snd was able
to enter into the almost complets freedom and unrestricied
field of operation provided by his new function as a tcacher.

T do wish it would be possible for me to have & personal visit
with you before you finally make up your mind about this
{mportant guestion. I will gladly give the time at any tine
you find it convenient to come to Chiecago to talk thess natiers
over more fully. o :

Interesting that you got hold of & copy of Piloting Modern Youth.
Let us postpone the final decisions on your nany years of

formal training until I can have & visit with you and your

wife and feel that I have done amy best in advising you, wiien

1 can never feel iz the case in sttempting to advise you in such
important matteras by writing a lebtter.

With best wishes from all of us at Urantia heedouarters, I an

$incerely yours,
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