
PAPER 164
AT THE FEAST OF DEDICATION

AS THE camp at Pella was being established, Jesus,
taking with him Nathaniel and ăomas, secret-
ly went up to Jerusalem to attend the feast of the

dedication. Not until they passed over the Jordan at the
Bethany ford, did the two apostles become aware that their
Master was going on to Jerusalem. When they perceived
that he really intended to be present at the feast of dedica-
tion, they remonstrated with him most earnestly, and us-
ing every sort of argument, they sought to dissuade him.
But their efforts were of no avail; Jesus was determined to
visit Jerusalem. To all their entreaties and to all their warn-
ings emphasizing the folly and danger of placing himself in
the hands of the Sanhedrin, he would reply only, “I would
give these teachers in Israel another opportunity to see the
light, before my hour comes.”

2 Ontheywent toward Jerusalem, the two apostles con-
tinuing to express their feelings of fear and to voice their
doubts about the wisdom of such an apparently presump-
tuous undertaking. ăey reached Jericho about half past
four and prepared to lodge there for the night.

1. STORY OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN
1 ăat evening a considerable company gathered about

Jesus and the two apostles to ask questions, many of which
the apostles answered, while others the Master discussed.
In the course of the evening a certain lawyer, seeking to en-
tangle Jesus in a compromising disputation, said: “Teach-
er, I would like to ask you just what I should do to inherit
eternal life?” Jesus answered, “What is written in the law
and the prophets; how do you read the Scriptures?” ăe
lawyer, knowing the teachings of both Jesus and the Phar-
isees, answered: “To love theLordGodwith all your heart,
soul, mind, and strength, and your neighbor as yourself.”
ăen said Jesus: “You have answered right; this, if you re-
ally do, will lead to life everlasting.”

2 But the lawyer was not wholly sincere in asking this
question, and desiring to justify himself while also hop-
ing to embarrass Jesus, he ventured to ask still another
question. Drawing a little closer to the Master, he said,
“But, Teacher, I should like you to tell me just who is my
neighbor?” ăe lawyer asked this question hoping to en-
trap Jesus into making some statement that would contra-
vene the Jewish law which deđned one’s neighbor as “the
children of one’s people.” ăe Jews looked upon all others
as “gentile dogs.” ăis lawyer was somewhat familiar with
Jesus’ teachings and therefore well knew that the Master
thought differently; thus he hoped to lead him into saying
somethingwhich could be construed as an attack upon the
sacred law.

3 But Jesus discerned the lawyer’smotive, and instead of
falling into the trap, he proceeded to tell his hearers a sto-
ry, a story which would be fully appreciated by any Jericho
audience. Said Jesus: “A certainmanwas going down from

Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell into the hands of cruel
brigands, who robbed him, stripped him and beat him,
and departing, leĕ him half dead. Very soon, by chance,
a certain priest was going down that way, and when he
came upon the wounded man, seeing his sorry plight, he
passed by on the other side of the road. And in like man-
ner a Levite also, when he came along and saw the man,
passed by on the other side. Now, about this time, a cer-
tain Samaritan, as he journeyed down to Jericho, came
across this wounded man; and when he saw how he had
been robbed and beaten, he was moved with compassion,
and going over to him, he bound up his wounds, pouring
on oil and wine, and setting the man upon his own beast,
brought him here to the inn and took care of him. And on
the morrow he took out some money and, giving it to the
host, said: ‘Take good care ofmy friend, and if the expense
is more, when I come back again, I will repay you.’ Now
let me ask you: Which of these three turned out to be the
neighbor of him who fell among the robbers?” And when
the lawyer perceived that he had fallen into his own snare,
he answered, “He who showed mercy on him.” And Jesus
said, “Go and do likewise.”

4 ăe lawyer answered, “He who showed mercy,” that
he might refrain from even speaking that odious word,
Samaritan. ăe lawyer was forced to give the very an-
swer to the question, “Who is my neighbor?” which Je-
sus wished given, and which, if Jesus had so stated, would
have directly involved him in the charge of heresy. Jesus
not only confounded the dishonest lawyer, but he told his
hearers a story which was at the same time a beautiful ad-
monition to all his followers and a stunning rebuke to all
Jews regarding their attitude toward the Samaritans. And
this story has continued to promote brotherly love among
all who have subsequently believed the gospel of Jesus.

2. AT JERUSALEM
1 Jesus had attended the feast of tabernacles that he

might proclaim the gospel to the pilgrims from all parts of
the empire; he now went up to the feast of the dedication
for just one purpose: to give the Sanhedrin and the Jewish
leaders another chance to see the light. ăeprincipal event
of these few days in Jerusalem occurred on Friday night
at the home of Nicodemus. Here were gathered together
some twenty-đve Jewish leaders who believed Jesus’ teach-
ing. Among this groupwere fourteenmenwhowere then,
or had recently been, members of the Sanhedrin. ăis
meeting was attended by Eber, Matadormus, and Joseph
of Arimathea.

2 On this occasion Jesus’ hearers were all learned men,
and both they and his two apostles were amazed at the
breadth and depth of the remarks which the Master made
to this distinguished group. Not since the times when he
had taught in Alexandria, Rome, and in the islands of the
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Mediterranean, had he exhibited such learning and shown
such a grasp of the affairs of men, both secular and reli-
gious.

3 When this littlemeeting broke up, all went awaymys-
tiđed by the Master’s personality, charmed by his gracious
manner, and in love with the man. ăey had sought to ad-
vise Jesus concerning his desire towin the remainingmem-
bers of the Sanhedrin. ăeMaster listened attentively, but
silently, to all their proposals. He well knew none of their
plans would work. He surmised that the majority of the
Jewish leaders never would accept the gospel of the king-
dom; nevertheless, he gave them all this one more chance
to choose. But when he went forth that night, with Na-
thaniel and ăomas, to lodge on the Mount of Olives, he
had not yet decided upon the method he would pursue
in bringing his work once more to the notice of the San-
hedrin.

4 ăat night Nathaniel and ăomas slept little; they
were toomuch amazed by what they had heard atNicode-
mus’s house. ăey thought much over the đnal remark of
Jesus regarding the offer of the former and present mem-
bers of the Sanhedrin to go with him before the seventy.
ăeMaster said: “No, my brethren, it would be to no pur-
pose. You would multiply the wrath to be visited upon
your own heads, but you would not in the least mitigate
the hatred which they bear me. Go, each of you, about the
Father’s business as the spirit leads you while I once more
bring the kingdom to their notice in themannerwhichmy
Father may direct.”

3. HEALING THE BLIND BEGGAR
1 ăe next morning the three went over to Martha’s

home at Bethany for breakfast and thenwent immediately
into Jerusalem. ăis Sabbathmorning, as Jesus andhis two
apostles drew near the temple, they encountered a well-
known beggar, a man who had been born blind, sitting at
his usual place. Although these mendicants did not solicit
or receive alms on the Sabbath day, they were permitted
thus to sit in their usual places. Jesus paused and looked
upon the beggar. As he gazed upon this man who had
been born blind, the idea came into his mind as to how he
would once more bring his mission on earth to the notice
of the Sanhedrin and the other Jewish leaders and religious
teachers.

2 As the Master stood there before the blind man, en-
grossed in deep thought, Nathaniel, pondering the possi-
ble cause of this man’s blindness, asked: “Master, who did
sin, thisman or his parents, that he should be born blind?”

3 ¶ ăe rabbis taught that all such cases of blindness
frombirthwere causedby sin. Not onlywere children con-
ceived and born in sin, but a child could be born blind as
a punishment for some speciđc sin committed by its fa-
ther. ăey even taught that a child itself might sin before
it was born into the world. ăey also taught that such de-
fects could be caused by some sin or other indulgence of
the mother while carrying the child.

4 ăere was, throughout all these regions, a lingering
belief in reincarnation. ăe older Jewish teachers, togeth-
erwith Plato, Philo, andmany of the Essenes, tolerated the
theory that men may reap in one incarnation what they
have sown in a previous existence; thus in one life they
were believed to be expiating the sins committed in pre-
ceding lives. ăe Master found it difficult to make men
believe that their souls had not had previous existences.

5 However, inconsistent as it seems, while such blind-
ness was supposed to be the result of sin, the Jews held that
it was meritorious in a high degree to give alms to these
blind beggars. It was the custom of these blind men con-
stantly to chant to the passers-by, “O tenderhearted, gain
merit by assisting the blind.”

6 ¶ Jesus entered into the discussion of this case with
Nathaniel and ăomas, not only because he had already
decided to use this blind man as the means of that day
bringing his mission once more prominently to the notice
of the Jewish leaders, but also because he always encour-
aged his apostles to seek for the true causes of all phenom-
ena, natural or spiritual. He had oĕen warned them to
avoid the common tendency to assign spiritual causes to
commonplace physical events.

7 Jesus decided to use this beggar in his plans for that
day’s work, but before doing anything for the blind man,
Josiah by name, he proceeded to answer Nathaniel’s ques-
tion. Said the Master: “Neither did this man sin nor his
parents that the works of God might be manifest in him.
ăis blindness has come upon him in the natural course
of events, but wemust now do the works ofHimwho sent
me, while it is still day, for the night will certainly come
when it will be impossible to do the work we are about to
perform. When I am in the world, I am the light of the
world, but in only a little while I will not be with you.”

8 When Jesus had spoken, he said to Nathaniel and
ăomas: “Let us create the sight of this blind man on
this Sabbath day that the scribes and Pharisees may have
the full occasion which they seek for accusing the Son of
Man.” ăen, stooping over, he spat on the ground and
mixed the clay with the spittle, and speaking of all this so
that the blind man could hear, he went up to Josiah and
put the clay over his sightless eyes, saying: “Go, my son,
wash away this clay in the pool of Siloam, and immediate-
ly you shall receive your sight.” And when Josiah had so
washed in the pool of Siloam, he returned to his friends
and family, seeing.

9 Having always been a beggar, he knew nothing else;
so, when the đrst excitement of the creation of his sight
had passed, he returned to his usual place of alms-seeking.
His friends, neighbors, and all who had known him afore-
time, when they observed that he could see, all said, “Is this
not Josiah the blind beggar?” Some said it was he, while
others said, “No, it is one like him, but this man can see.”
But when they asked the man himself, he answered, “I am
he.”
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10 When they began to inquire of him how he was able

to see, he answered them: “A man called Jesus came by
this way, and when talking about me with his friends, he
made claywith spittle, anointedmy eyes, and directed that
I should go andwash in the pool of Siloam. I didwhat this
man told me, and immediately I received my sight. And
that is only a few hours ago. I do not yet know the mean-
ing ofmuch that I see.”Andwhen the peoplewhobegan to
gather about him asked where they could đnd the strange
man who had healed him, Josiah could answer only that
he did not know.

11 ¶ ăis is one of the strangest of all the Master’s mira-
cles. ăis man did not ask for healing. He did not know
that the Jesuswhohaddirected him towash at Siloam, and
who had promised him vision, was the prophet of Galilee
who had preached in Jerusalem during the feast of taber-
nacles. ăis man had little faith that he would receive his
sight, but the people of that day had great faith in the ef-
đcacy of the spittle of a great or holy man; and from Je-
sus’ conversation with Nathaniel and ăomas, Josiah had
concluded that his would-be benefactor was a great man,
a learned teacher or a holy prophet; accordingly he did as
Jesus directed him.

12 Jesus made use of the clay and the spittle and direct-
ed him to wash in the symbolic pool of Siloam for three
reasons:

13 1. ăis was not a miracle response to the individu-
al’s faith. ăis was a wonder which Jesus chose to perform
for a purpose of his own, but which he so arranged that
this man might derive lasting beneđt therefrom.

14 ¶ 2. As the blind man had not asked for healing,
and since the faith he had was slight, these material acts
were suggested for the purpose of encouraging him. He
did believe in the superstition of the efficacy of spittle, and
he knew the pool of Siloamwas a semisacred place. But he
would hardly have gone there had it not been necessary to
wash away the clay of his anointing. ăerewas just enough
ceremony about the transaction to induce him to act.

15 ¶ 3. But Jesus had a third reason for resorting to
thesematerialmeans in connectionwith this unique trans-
action: ăis was a miracle wrought purely in obedience to
his own choosing, and thereby he desired to teach his fol-
lowers of that day and all subsequent ages to refrain from
despising or neglecting material means in the healing of
the sick. He wanted to teach them that they must cease to
regard miracles as the only method of curing human dis-
eases.

16 ¶ Jesus gave thismanhis sight bymiraculousworking,
on this Sabbathmorning and in Jerusalemnear the temple,
for the prime purpose ofmaking this act an open challenge
to the Sanhedrin and all the Jewish teachers and religious
leaders. ăis was his way of proclaiming an open break
with the Pharisees. He was always positive in everything
he did. And it was for the purpose of bringing these mat-
ters before the Sanhedrin that Jesus brought his two apos-
tles to this man early in the aĕernoon of this Sabbath day

and deliberately provoked those discussions which com-
pelled the Pharisees to take notice of the miracle.

4. JOSIAH BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN
1 Bymidaĕernoon the healing of Josiah had raised such

a discussion around the temple that the leaders of the San-
hedrin decided to convene the council in its usual temple
meeting place. And they did this in violation of a standing
rule which forbade the meeting of the Sanhedrin on the
Sabbath day. Jesus knew that Sabbath breaking would be
one of the chief charges to be brought against him when
the đnal test came, and he desired to be brought before the
Sanhedrin for adjudication of the charge of having healed
a blind man on the Sabbath day, when the very session of
the high Jewish court sitting in judgment on him for this
act ofmercywould be deliberating on thesematters on the
Sabbath day and in direct violation of their own self-im-
posed laws.

2 But they did not call Jesus before them; they feared
to. Instead, they sent forthwith for Josiah. Aĕer some
preliminaryquestioning, the spokesman for theSanhedrin
(about đĕy members being present) directed Josiah to tell
them what had happened to him. Since his healing that
morning Josiah had learned from ăomas, Nathaniel, and
others that the Pharisees were angry about his healing on
the Sabbath, and that they were likely to make trouble for
all concerned; but Josiah did not yet perceive that Jesus
was he who was called the Deliverer. So, when the Phar-
isees questioned him, he said: “ăis man came along, put
clay upon my eyes, told me to go wash in Siloam, and I do
now see.”

3 One of the older Pharisees, aĕer making a lengthy
speech, said: “ăis man cannot be from God because you
can see that he does not observe the Sabbath. He violates
the law, đrst, in making the clay, then, in sending this beg-
gar to wash in Siloam on the Sabbath day. Such a man
cannot be a teacher sent from God.”

4 ăenone of the youngermenwho secretly believed in
Jesus, said: “If this man is not sent by God, how can he do
these things? We know that one who is a common sinner
cannot perform such miracles. We all know this beggar
and that he was born blind; now he sees. Will you still say
that this prophet does all these wonders by the power of
the prince of devils?” And for every Pharisee who dared
to accuse and denounce Jesus one would arise to ask en-
tangling and embarrassing questions, so that a serious divi-
sion arose among them. ăe presiding officer saw whither
they were driĕing, and in order to allay the discussion, he
prepared further to question the man himself. Turning to
Josiah, he said: “What do you have to say about this man,
this Jesus, whom you claim opened your eyes?” And Josiah
answered, “I think he is a prophet.”

5 ăe leaders were greatly troubled and, knowing not
what else to do, decided to send for Josiah’s parents to learn
whether he had actually been born blind. ăey were loath
to believe that the beggar had been healed.
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6 It was well known about Jerusalem, not only that Je-

sus was denied entrance into all synagogues, but that all
who believed in his teaching were likewise cast out of the
synagogue, excommunicated from the congregation of Is-
rael; and this meant denial of all rights and privileges of
every sort throughout all Jewry except the right to buy the
necessaries of life.

7 When, therefore, Josiah’s parents, poor and fear-bur-
dened souls, appeared before the august Sanhedrin, they
were afraid to speak freely. Said the spokesman of the
court: “Is this your son? and do we understand aright that
he was born blind? If this is true, how is it that he can
now see?” And then Josiah’s father, seconded by his moth-
er, answered: “We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind, but how it is that he has come to see, or
who it was that opened his eyes, we know not. Ask him;
he is of age; let him speak for himself.”

8 ăey now called Josiah up before them a second time.
ăey were not getting along well with their scheme of
holding a formal trial, and some were beginning to feel
strange about doing this on the Sabbath; accordingly,
when they recalled Josiah, they attempted to ensnare him
by a different mode of attack. ăe officer of the court
spoke to the former blind man, saying: “Why do you not
give God the glory for this? why do you not tell us the
whole truth about what happened? We all know that this
man is a sinner. Why do you refuse to discern the truth?
You know that both you and this man stand convicted of
Sabbath breaking. Will you not atone for your sin by ac-
knowledgingGodas yourhealer, if you still claim that your
eyes have this day been opened?”

9 But Josiahwas neither dumbnor lacking in humor; so
he replied to the officer of the court: “Whether this man
is a sinner, I know not; but one thing I do know — that,
whereas I was blind, now I see.” And since they could not
entrap Josiah, they sought further to question him, asking:
“Just how did he open your eyes? what did he actually do
to you? what did he say to you? did he ask you to believe
in him?”

10 Josiah replied, somewhat impatiently: “I have told
you exactly how it all happened, and if you did not be-
lieve my testimony, why would you hear it again? Would
you by any chance also become his disciples?” When Josi-
ah had thus spoken, the Sanhedrin broke up in confusion,
almost violence, for the leaders rushedupon Josiah, angrily
exclaiming: “Youmay talk about being this man’s disciple,
but we are disciples of Moses, and we are the teachers of
the laws ofGod. Weknow thatGod spoke throughMoses,
but as for this man Jesus, we know not whence he is.”

11 ăen Josiah, standing upon a stool, shouted abroad to
all who could hear, saying: “Hearken, youwho claim to be
the teachers of all Israel, while I declare to you that here-
in is a great marvel since you confess that you know not
whence this man is, and yet you know of a certainty, from
the testimony which you have heard, that he opened my
eyes. We all know that God does not perform such works

for the ungodly; that God would do such a thing only at
the request of a true worshiper — for one who is holy and
righteous. You know that not since the beginning of the
world have you ever heard of the opening of the eyes of one
who was born blind. Look, then, all of you, upon me and
realizewhat has been done this day in Jerusalem! I tell you,
if this manwere not fromGod, he could not do this.” And
as the Sanhedrists departed in anger and confusion, they
shouted to him: “You were altogether born in sin, and do
you now presume to teach us? Maybe you were not real-
ly born blind, and even if your eyes were opened on the
Sabbath day, this was done by the power of the prince of
devils.” And theywent at once to the synagogue to cast out
Josiah.

12 Josiah entered this trial withmeager ideas about Jesus
and the nature of his healing. Most of the daring testimo-
ny which he so cleverly and courageously bore before this
supreme tribunal of all Israel developed in his mind as the
trial proceeded along such unfair and unjust lines.

5. TEACHING IN SOLOMON’S PORCH
1 All of the time this Sabbath-breaking session of the

Sanhedrin was in progress in one of the temple chambers,
Jesus was walking about near at hand, teaching the peo-
ple in Solomon’s Porch, hoping that he would be sum-
moned before the Sanhedrin where he could tell them the
good news of the liberty and joy of divine sonship in the
kingdom of God. But they were afraid to send for him.
ăey were always disconcerted by these sudden and pub-
lic appearances of Jesus in Jerusalem. ăe very occasion
they had so ardently sought, Jesus now gave them, but they
feared to bring himbefore the Sanhedrin even as awitness,
and even more they feared to arrest him.

2 ăis was midwinter in Jerusalem, and the people
sought the partial shelter of Solomon’s Porch; and as Je-
sus lingered, the crowds asked him many questions, and
he taught them for more than two hours. Some of the
Jewish teachers sought to entrap him by publicly asking
him: “How long will you hold us in suspense? If you are
theMessiah, why do you not plainly tell us?” Said Jesus: “I
have told you aboutmyself andmy Fathermany times, but
you will not believe me. Can you not see that the works I
do in my Father’s name bear witness for me? But many of
you believe not because you belong not to my fold. ăe
teacher of truth attracts only those who hunger for the
truth and who thirst for righteousness. My sheep hear my
voice and I know them and they follow me. And to all
who followmy teaching I give eternal life; they shall never
perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. My
Father, who has given me these children, is greater than
all, so that no one is able to pluck them out of my Father’s
hand. ăe Father and I are one.” Some of the unbeliev-
ing Jews rushed over to where they were still building the
temple to pick up stones to cast at Jesus, but the believers
restrained them.
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3 Jesus continued his teaching: “Many loving works
have I shown you from the Father, so that now would I
inquire for which one of these good works do you think
to stone me?” And then answered one of the Pharisees:
“For no goodworkwouldwe stone you but for blasphemy,
inasmuch as you, being a man, dare tomake yourself equal
with God.” And Jesus answered: “You charge the Son of
Man with blasphemy because you refused to believe me
when I declared to you that I was sent by God. If I do not
the works of God, believe me not, but if I do the works of
God, even though you believe not in me, I should think
you would believe the works. But that you may be certain
of what I proclaim, let me again assert that the Father is
in me and I in the Father, and that, as the Father dwells in
me, so will I dwell in every one who believes this gospel.”
And when the people heard these words, many of them
rushed out to lay hands upon the stones to cast at him, but
he passed out through the temple precincts; and meeting
Nathaniel andăomas, who had been in attendance upon
the session of the Sanhedrin, hewaitedwith themnear the
temple until Josiah came from the council chamber.

4 Jesus and the two apostles did not go in search of Josi-
ah at his home until they heard he had been cast out of

the synagogue. When they came to his house, ăomas
called himout in the yard, and Jesus, speaking to him, said:
“Josiah, do you believe in the Son ofGod?”And Josiah an-
swered, “Tell me who he is that I may believe in him.” And
Jesus said: “You have both seen and heard him, and it is he
whonow speaks to you.”And Josiah said, “Lord, I believe,”
and falling down, he worshiped.

5 When Josiah learned that he had been cast out of the
synagogue, he was at đrst greatly downcast, but he was
much encouraged when Jesus directed that he should im-
mediately prepare to go with them to the camp at Pella.
ăis simple-minded man of Jerusalem had indeed been
cast out of a Jewish synagogue, but behold theCreator of a
universe leading him forth to become associated with the
spiritual nobility of that day and generation.

6 And now Jesus leĕ Jerusalem, not again to return un-
til near the time when he prepared to leave this world.
With the two apostles and Josiah the Master went back
to Pella. And Josiah proved to be one of the recipients of
the Master’s miraculous ministry who turned out fruitful-
ly, for he became a lifelong preacher of the gospel of the
kingdom.
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