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Jesus and Chirselves
. JE5SUS" RESPECT FOR OQUR
PERSOMALITY (27}

Thare are at least four ways in which
g man can impose his will on another....
Let us see how Cheist regarded these four
methads,

First of all, think of physical power,
Jesus must have been in touch with
resources of physical power which mo one
glse could tap.... He could end oppression,
He could give men justice; and it might be
argued that, if His aim were good, the uss
af this force would have been legitimate,
Yet the striking thing s that, oul of respect
fior man’s personality, Jesus will nol try 1o
win even a rightecus cause by force (27-
28}

I have seen & picture called “Vichory”
which shows a hill-top, a standird floating
proudly from a flag-staff, a coptain standing
with uplified sword among the remmant of
his followers, and the bodies of the beaten
enemy lying aroumd, Many would like o

picture in their minds the victory of God
like that (34),

3. INSTRUCTION FOR TEACHERS
AND BELIEVERS

| At Edrei, where Thomas and his
associates Inbored, Jesus spent a day and a
might and, in the course of the evening’s
discuzsion, gave expression o the principles
which should guide those who preach truth,
and which shoukd activare all who teach the
gospel of the Kingdom, Summarized and
restated in modern phraseclogy, Jesus

taught:

2 Always respect the personmality of
man.

Mever should a righteous causes be promotéd
Ty foroe;

Spirital victories
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[comt'd] They think of Him with all His
enemies under His feet. | doubt if ever they
will be. For in the heaven of heavens they
will be standing by His side with you and
me, captured, bound, broken down—by a
willing response to love (34-35),

It seems 10 me that the greatest coniribution
wi can make to our age is o show forth the
power of Ciodd in our osn lifie in sech a way
that, as the leaven spreads, those who lead in

industry and State will gradually begin to

believe in the efMicacy of dpiritual power;-d
power greater than any released By devices
made oaly by the intellect (201},

Tumn, secondly, to the method we call
personal psychic force, Think to what a
degree Jesus possessed this!,., Are we
surprised 1o hear one man say to Him, °1
will follow Thee whithersoever Thou
goest'? We are nod surprised af that, but it
s with iremendous appeeciation that one
notices the way in which Jesus deliberately
stands pway from maen, as it were, in order
that they may not be persuaded merely by
the magnetism of His personality,
hypnotized into decislon {29-30),

The first and crudest [way in which one
man can impose his will an another] is by
the use of physical force, supposing one man
is stronger than the other (271

Turm, thirdly, to the method of mental
superiority.... Might He not have brought
io bear om His followers such wn enormous
weight of evidence that they would have
been mentally unable to acquicsce in
anything else but His will, or in any other
winy bl Hes way? (31)

*

+

rd
V.
It is mast impressive to nofice that Jesus
never crushed men’s mj by the sheer

weight u-t':fq:_l_'gmrji;‘ hich they had no
trained faculty o disentangle or co-ordinabe
with the rest of their mental background (31

can be won only h}-sfr_i_rTmuJ pu?’gf_.h

i

Thiz injunction agninst the employment of
mserial influences refers to

pavehic force

a5 well as to physical foree.

Cheerpoweri rlg.-e'E[_g_l.Lerl_l_i1 and mental
superiority -
7

#
s

are nod to be emploved 1o coerce men and
waomen into the kingdom.

Man's mind is not to be crushed by the meres
weight of logic

or overnwed by shrewd elogquence,
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Consider, fourthly, the method of appealing
to emotion. Emotion is a much misumdersbood
thing. To some people it is 2 thing o be drended
and distrusted. Do niot et us despise it. Mo verture
of the soul is made sithout i (325

emuational ippenl. Jevs spoke direcily in men's souls
was & bescher of man's spirtl, bul through B mi
(LT 10, 155}

Jei® prenching wis so effiective beomee of his uns
pmﬂh‘.ﬂmmmmdumlhmg

|'

Whike he s feoappeal i lniman miliny, be i
ey 1 the oorscienoes and souls of men. he
il o it 0 b, Dol paibeboles, o clever saymgis, he
i make n powerful, direct, cheor, s persomal [+
bt ezt ol s s [ 14503, 16325

mmmdmmmmhﬁwﬂ:
hlasier sppin mid the apoeties the parnble of the
added hese words: “Yiu =, mm.uﬂﬁm
T Feelings b iareinry and sty ing the
eochmne nppenl o the imellect ol mn is Boagise ermpty
sl harrer; i 15 anly b making v a2 the sparit
which lives within #e human mind e v con hope i
Echicen lting socoess T OISR T

[Jesus | used emotion—for instance, He spoke
words which kindbed fear as no other words
can kKindle that emod mrl—but. out of n
divine respect for human [ﬂm!lﬂﬁ
never pressed for! ﬂmmw.!'whlr emotion
wis at its height, nor coerced o submission
by an appeal (0 admiration, or pity, or fear
(33},

What n respect for personality! What 4
divine restraimd! What o majestic lovel (35)

Between Him and the object of His passionae
ligii 15 oeily the frasl barrier of the human
will. IF He lifbed o much a0 & litde finger, our
patry defences would go down in ruing, but,
because of this remendous respect Tor our
personality, which reveals the etemal restrain
o Giodd, this grest Lover of the soul will never be
its burglar, but will wiit on the threshald urtil
we ourselves rise and ket Him m, "Behold,” He
sirys, ' stand at the door and knock” (35),

Ectaslel, 1 stand @ the dixr, arad Knock §f miy mean
hexer my voice, omd open the door, | will come m o him,
ol el s ey him, s e wathomie (Ree 32240

While emotion as a factor im human
(decisiong cannot be wholly eliminated,

| i should sot be directly appealed to in the

I,' teachings of those who would advance the

caime of the Kingdom.

Make your appeals directly 1o the divine
spirit that dwells within the minds of men

Do not appeal to fear, pity, or mere
sentiment.

I agppasaling oo maen, be fhir; exercise self-control

anid exhibit due restroint: show proper
respect for the persanalities of your pupils.

Remember that | have zaid: “Behold, 1 stand
at the door and knock, and if any man will
open, | will come in"
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I1. JESUS' COMNCERN FOR OUR SELF-
RESPECT (3%}

Rightly or wrongly, | conceive self-
respect 10 be belief in one™s own worth—
worth o God and worth to man. 18 may, of
course, abnormally develop until it becomes
pride, conceit, or prrogince;,., {39k

[comt’d] ...or it may be minimized, making
n man slack, careless, and shabby in
charmcter is in dress (39}

“The first thing o be done o help & man o
moral regeneration,” says Macdougall

[ Wilhiarm McDowsgall], the great psychologist,
“8 bo pestore B possibibe his self-respect” (39),

Ifvou are bound constantly fo rebuke a child
fior one faukt which he often commits,... (43},

[cont™d] ...do praise him for other gualities
which he possesses (43),

Jesus will stop at nothing 10 give aman back
his self-respect (41).

[1]t is 50 easy to wound a person's self-
respect, and again and again | have seen a
timid soul shrink right inside his shell
becouse there was a feeling of inability 1o
meet the thrusts of a guicker mind (42).

[eont’d] Jesus was very carefid in this not o
swoarnd men’s self-nespect. He was never sancastic
ot the expense of simple-mindad people (42].

It will be a mark of & Christian socisty o
hiave a comcem for poople’s self-respect_The
danger of memploviment, from a religious and
pevehological poirt of view, lies here. I tends to
undennine a man's seli-respoect (430

12 11Y Jou must see God's will in the job you
are doing every day. If it cannot be
reconciled with God's will, you must get owl
ol i,... Your work is service to the
community, and, i well done, is service 1o

1 In bringing men into the kingdom, do
fd |essien or destrow their self-respect.

Whiks overminch self-respect muny destrony proper
huemility and end in pride, conceil, and amojgince,

the loss of self-respect often ends in paralyss
of the will."

[t is the purpose of this gespel o restore
self-respect (o those who have lost it

and o restrain it in those who have it

Make mot the mistake of only condemning
ithe wrongs in the lives of your pupils;

remember also to accord generous
recognition fior the most praiseworthy things
in their lives,

[ will stop at nothing to restore sel f-respect
1o those who have lost it,

and wha really desire o regain it

4 Take care that vou do not wound the
self-respect of timid and fearful souls,

Do ot indulge m swrcasm al the expense of
my simple-minded brethren,

Be not cvmical with my fear-ridden children.

[dieness is destructive of self-respect;
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Ceod .. IFyou are a cobbler, be the very besi
cobbler you can be... You are doing His
will as much as a minister ora doctor (219,

There wins (he widow wigh five children whise
hushand hed heen accidentally killed . [Jewrs amd
Cizanind] i mod cease tetr efons umiil they had found
& poileom for the eldest boy sothm he oosdd help in
the cane of the famiky (13262, 1465)

We shall always be Ciod's children, and He will

guiand o sebopespect, Wi shall not be frighfensd
irmto suibrission edther indhemven oron earth (<8),

[cont'd] The splendour of the beatific
wision muy bresk our hearts by its ghory—a
glory that may caise i pain, as even things
on eirth that are ineffably beautiful case us
pain; but the splendour of heaven will always
be our Father's glory, and we shall always be
His children (48-49).

L IESUS AND CUR TEMPTATIONS (53)
"Ll ua nod ima tespaascn” 5 b petition which
miist of us uee every dey im reciling the Lord's Prayer,
wel perhops few of ws hig el uisdersiood if or
sinpped ko eonsider whal it means. Al their face value
the wonds sugpest thal God is the kind of person wibo
wiorgll Jeliberately il i o lpmnion uinless we
hescaght Him not to doso.,..

The resim why B weomils s dilficat 15 thal
ihew contain a Jewish ihoughi-form; an old lewish way
ol hinking which ks unfemelian o us

Thes First thing i netice is that the Jew could
el Jeave Ciodd onat ol arything that happened or
oul ol any proses of the mind, Far moee than &
the case wilh ourselves, Caosd was thoussht of as
playing & part in the events of every day. Where
we thwsedd cleply sy, (53-54, italics added).

[cont'd] ...'He went into the wilderness,”
they would gay, ‘The Spirit bed Him intoe the
wilderness® {34

[coat'd] Where we should say of a man that
bt decided to leave homse and live in another
land—decided i, possibly, in response to his
best mature afier consulting his friends and
g his common sense, or as some great

therefore, admonish your brethren ever to
keep busy at their chosen tasks,

and pui forth every effort fo secure work
for those who find themselves withoul
employment.”

4 Mever be guilty of such unwarthy
taciics as endeavoring to

frighten men and women into the kingdonn.

A lowing father does not frighten his children

into vielding obedience to his just
TeqUiremens,

& Sometime the children of the kingdom
will realiza

ihat sirong feelings of emotion are not
equivalent o

thi leadings of the divine spirit.
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ncdventure of the spirit of 4 man who dares all
in response bo some mighty urge within him,
pressing lim far beyond the limits of commoen
bense, prudence, or reason—... (34),

[eont'd] ...they would say, though the
mentil processes might be the same, “The
Lord spake unto him sayving, “Get thee from
thy kindred . ., info a land that | will show
thee™ (54,

V. JESLIS AND OUR CONFLICTIMNG
HUNGERS (7T

The woeldly man is a5 happy as he & able 1
be, bl be is not mble 1o be very happy,.. Like a shell-
fish. he manufecoares by own shell, thinks il & the
wenrld, and seigles down...

Fomunasely for ham, {od has noi forgoiben
ham..... Gl hns mede him for something clse. and
Cionl hars influenees at work which gan break up thai
gl just ns ome might break a shel of o shell-fish,
and keave il on e shode o A buundless ocem. The
gelf-enclosed life thai feli dself o safe and =0 bappy
is swabened 1o the fact thal there (8 anoiher world,
A gennin mivd creeps over aman . ond [he] knows
thet he Beloms to the Infisile and that ihe finise cam

HEVET M cipline happiness,
You notice thot this invasion i3 marked

with a sense of unhappiness, The other
world in which we have lived is broken up,
and for a littke while we are between bwo
worlds, and for a time there will be a
succession of copflicts within the soul (79-
80),

For some of us it will take o long I!'u'm.‘-,ﬂ';
resolve these conflicts by the very nature
of the life we live, For instance, we have to
mike our living, and do our busipess in a
material world where the world of the
spiritual counts for so linle. <On Sunday
night we really do honestly and sincerely

desire Clod; by Mnnda:.rl,nighl the lure of

world.
me people come to
of real at all, bist as an
lifie {20-811.

lower things fills all o
And that i why

think of religion a

mm!nnnl:_f:ilg_g

[cont"d] That is also why, [ think, so many
religious people are miserable. They
haven"t resolved thelr conflicts.... In a way,
they are nol even as happy as the worldling,
because the worlding, at any rate, has an
undivided mind and ks enjoying his pleasure
to the full (81,

To be stronghy and strangely impressed (o
do something or to go to a certain place,

does not necessarily mean that such
impulses pre

the lesdings of the indwelling spirit.

7 Forewamn all believers regarding the
Az rﬂg?:l of conflict which must be traversed

by all who pass from the life as it is ved in
the flesh to the higher life os it is lived in
the spirit.

To those who live quite wholly within either
realm, there is litthe conflict or confusion,
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.- Professor Drrummond wsed to say
that if you are going to seck the Kingdom
of God you must seek it first, otherwise
you had better leave it alone, [f means
putting the Kingdom first in every way!
thinking of your business in terms of the
Kingdom, of vour friends in terms of the
Eingdom. Then the whole of existence
for you &5 an existence completely inon
spiritual world, in which you will have
o regrets, no lookings-back, and in
which you will find perfect self-
realization, the resolving of all conflicts,
and the harmony of & complete life (82},

[Se many religions people] are ... nod quite
satisfied that the spiritunl world can bring
them more happiness than the material
warld.... [T]hough they are honestly
desirous of becoming spiritual in mind and
hewrt, there are 4o miny leekings-back, pnd
w many Tears best, after all, worldly people
are having a better time of it .. (81

XL IS THE WAY OF JESLIS EASY? (147}

Many sermons fail because they insist on
some gbligation people must fulfil more
than they emphasize a power which
enables them to fulfil all their obligations
and hove energy left to be quiet of heart
and radiant of soul {152).

It is easy enough 1o alk to [people ond 12l
them that the way of Jesus is ultimately the
ensiest and most rewarding way o live],
bt they have the right to feel that ialking
is epsier than doing, and, though 1 canngt
give them their answer, | believe that Christ
can, 17 they will listen to His voice, a voice
that, in spite of our protests that His way is
tosr b, comes o ws down the ages, saying
quite clearly and definfiely, ‘My voke is
ensy and My burden is lght™ (1507,

For my vobe w casy, snd my burden i Egh
(Al 1130 (OF 1448, 1627)

but all are doomed 1o experience more of
less uncertainty

during the times of transition between the
twa levels of living,

In entering the Kingdom, you cannot escape
its responsibilities

or avoid is obligations,

but remember: The gospel voke 15 easy and
the burden of tmeth is light.
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[T]here are thoosands ofwistiul, lovable people
in o Chumches who have never realimed that
[the essential thing in Christianity 15
wransforming friendship with Jesis), and if one
iy say s, they have a 'try” religson instend of
a ‘power’ religion. They are familinr with creeds
and phrases; they have heard senmons and
loctures: they have read books and pamphlets;
they heve beenio Keswick and Swanwick; ond
their faces... {150-51).

[cont’d] ...as they walk up the aisle to the
Communion tabbe remind me of ong of the sddest
lifes wn Ensgdish poetry, that ling of Hardy's in The
Chven] [~ [Hesping it might be s (7] (131)

“Bllmn pocs Fiths sanchang Sor a friend while that very
freend lives witham his aan heard™ (3:1 4 45)

feant'd fram abowve] They have listened and
studied and worried. Others who seem to
be full of a radiant happiness have talked
to them about their experience.... For
vears they have fought God to get it,
hammered on a door that is open, and
soght with burning eves and weary fes
for a treasure that all the time has been
within their reach (151).

[5]0 many people’s religion fails and
shows itself to be a difficult thing,
because of course it is difficult, ns Dr
Maltby would say, if we insist on
“carrving the thing that ought to be
carrying us,” for, as Samuel Rutherford
said, “Religion ought to be the kind of
burden that sails are o a ship, that wings
wre to a bird,"... (152).

[cont'd] .an added power rather than an
nclded burden (152}

Some people will say o me, ‘But does not
St Paul say that the Christian life is a batle?
15 not his word “fight the good fight™?" No!
His exhortation is *Fight the good fight of
fairk® (153)

Fight the good fight al Taich, lay hald on clemal
life, whemmiie thow s slso called, and hasi
professed n good profession before mmny wilme saes
{1 Tam, 612}

& The world is filled with hungry souls

whe famish in the very presence of the bread
of life; :

men die searching for the very God who
lives within them.

Men seek For the treasures of the kingdom
with vearnlig hearts and weary fiect when
they are all within the immediate grasp
of living falth,

Faith is fo religion what sails are to s ship;

it is-an addition of power, nol an added
burden of life.

There is but one struggle for those who enler
the kingdom,

and that is to fight the good fight of faith,
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[cont’d from above] The only battle is
with your doubt that there 15 a power o

be received, a life 1o be laid hold on; and
in the first contury the writcrs of the Mew
Testament coald hapdly wndergtand why peopls
imsisted on making life such & hard thing. in
atrugeling to make bodh ends meel, like those
stricken down with poverty, when wiithin their
reach there wane the mnssarchahle riches of Chnal

(153),

[comni'd] The position is as though God
had put a million pounds into 8 man's
account and because of his doubts he
would not Beligve it and he would not
risk drawing one miserable little cheque
lest it should not be honouwred,
complaining meanwhile how hard he
found it 1o make ends meet (153).

One of the reasons why we think
following Jesus is 5o hard is perhaps that
we lave never clearly realized what the
essential in Christianity is. In my view it
i% a transferming friendship with lesus
{150},

X11. 15 THE RELIGION OF JESUS
EFFEMINATET {163)

[I]t is an amazing thing that, akthough
Christ was a man, and though most
women think that no man can ever
understand them, yei no woman has ever
felt that Christ could not understund her
most womanly feelings. Tennyson used
o spenk of the man-woman in Jesuas, and
it 15 one of the glorious facts of our
religion that womanhood finds all i1s
idenls realized in Him (167).

This s & man’s religion as well a3 a
waoman's religion. This is the religion
which has captured the most heroic souls
in history .. (1715

.. [1]fwe are brave enough to follow
where He leads, we shall find that His is
the way to true womanhood; His is the
way to manhood: His is the way to life
(172).

The believer has only one battle, and that
i against dowbt-—

tmbelief.

% In preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, you are simply teaching

fricndship with God,

Amd this fellowship will appeal alike fo men
and women in that

both will find that which most truly satisfies
their characteristic hongings and ideals.
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XIV. THE RELENTLESS LOVE OF
JESLIS (125)

... We must remind ourselves that He
whopatiently knocks is the King of Kings,
the JudEge of allghe earth, the Lover of
Souls, but a Lover whose love has
relentless, inexorable qualities in it besides
those of the ‘Gentle Jesusy? .. 1 am in such
danger myself of over-emphasizing the
tender and winsome qualitics of'the Master

ghat | want in this chmﬂm
(185-86),

[cont'd] ... He is not only a Physickan who ™,
can use a tender touch, but a Surgeon who
can, and may hove to wse cold steel (1 86).

But don’t think of leve, as least His love,
ns something 4ol and kindly and tolerant
{19293,

So viilenl fs Jesus spmotimes, 50 stem, 50
austere, 5o surgical, 5o insistent an reality,
ko relentless, so inexarable, that |
sometimes wonder whether, when He said,
*| i meek and lowly in heant”—a strange
thing to say—it was hecause He had
defininely to tell them that this was His real
pature, lest men should pather o wrong
impression from the vehemence of some of
His words (189}

28 Creene undo me, all ve that lahour amd are
hesvy laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take my
suke upon voin, sl leart of e e | em meek and
lewmly i heart and ye shall fimd rest unio your souly
31k For ey yoke = casy, and my burden is light (Ml
112834

Your friendship with Him, which | think
is the centre of oll Christion experiencs,
will anly be on His terms, and He is a
relentless, inexorable, violent Lover whis
Ioves us relentlessly so as to save us from
the hard heart and the impenitent spirit,
and that awful desth of the soul which
makes us unconscious that we are doing
wrong (193],

XV1. THE RADIANCE OF IESLIS (203)

woo [Thhe bad name the Christian has
god for himselfas a person of long face and
solemn demeanour partly derives from a
picture of Christ which depicted him as the
Man of Sorrows (207).

Tell my children that

I am not only tender of their feelings and
X pa.nm“*mlh their fratities, but that | am also
ruthless with sin

andl mtolerant of miquity.

| am indeed meek and humble in the
presence of my Father,

but T am exqually and relertlessly inexorable
where there is deliberate evil-doing and
sinful rebellion against the will of my Father
in heaven,

it You shall motl portray your teacher
a5 4 man of sormows.
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e of the glorious things about the
thinking of this generation is that we are
gelting into. our minds a more complets
picture of Jesus (207),

1 o el gy B prove that Jess was &
bamorst, bt trving 1o comect the pichure most
of us have of the Man of Sorrows, by
emnphasizing the other side, in order that we may
see nunnimg through every part of His life
memifisstations of a mdinng spin,... (2103,

It wars the Muster's purpose that we shoukd
enter imto His rmdiznee, *These things have |
spirken unto you, that My o ey be in you and
thit your jow may be fulllled” (21, icafics added).

And if there was one word more often on His
lips than anogher, it was ‘Be of pond cheer,!
That is the word of o radiant sparit 213).

[cont'd from above] ..of which a sense of
humaour is one of the signs (2110,

There is only one word for the Christianity
of the New Testament. I8 is racian.

You remember how fast it spread, That
spenks for Hs rediance, 1t sprepd like a
glorious infectron, not so much tight as
caught, It was called o *gospel,” which
menns ‘good news",, (215),

[eont™d] ..and & spread with the infectioes
power good news always has (215)

And for one man o say to another, *You
mast by to be like Christ® is not a gospel,
You muesd go and live with Him. That is His
gospel, and the greatest fransforming power
En the world (154).

[cont'd from above] The men who
exemplified it in their lives were radiant
men. They revelled in the new life which that
mood news had beought them... Life could
maver be the same aoain. Life was thrilling
with new meaning. Life was throbbing with
new power. All things had become new. They
wiere radiant men teaching a radiant religion
(215},

[repeated] H was the Master™s purpose that we
shaoilel erer into | rcdiance.  These things bone
I spoken unto you, that My joy mey be in vou
and thal vour joy msxy be fulfilled® {213},

Future generations

shall know also the radiance of our joy,

the bugwvance of our good will,

and the inspiration of our good humor,"

We proclnim a message of good news

which is infectious in its transforming
POWER.

Cier refigion is throbbing with new lile and
T AN ings,

Those who accept this teaching are filled
with joy
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[comt™d from above] Yet it was not because
outward circisTslinees wee sy, It was afier
Paul had been five times flogged, stoned, and
three times shipwrecked, that, with one ankle
chiaimed b a ring it wall of his cell and ooe
i chaimed 10 3 Roman ey, he srote from
i Roerign peison, “Rejoice in the Lord alway, and
tggain | sy, Rejodee' (2151

Rijnlce evermone {1 Thes. 3:16)

Jesus derived His radianee from three
s (1) He had mo sense of sin. (2) He was
dhing Ceod s will. (3) He was ceripim of God....

— Youi can have ncentnin kind of happiness
withct these sources, bt it is not deep enoygh
to standd any of the tests of Tife or o camy wsi
through the deep plices of pain, Happeness may
spring from the heels, but rciance only springs
from the heart ... (Z20),

XVIL THE SYMPATHY OF JESUS (225)

Let us look first at three Kinds of false
svmpathy which Mr, Fearpn Holliday has
deseribed In his book Fsyehology and
Religions Experience (225),

[comt"d] The first & an identification with the
sufferer which i nelther constructive nor
creative, and which perhaps can best be
diseribed as “a fellowship in misery.” ... Very
aften such a false sympathy inclodes a subtle
foseens of self-pity, driving both the suffener and
the sympathizer to a morbidity which i=
disintegrating, pulling the persomality down
and not building it up (Z26).

A second kind of false sympathy is that
which is afraid 1o face the moral issue in
the life of the person suffering. All of 1=
know how easy it is, if people complain thal
they are suffering in any way i mind or
bady, to assent to the sitoation becanse of
our love of the easiest way out, even thouph
wi can often see that people are lying down
to their iroubkes instead of standing up and
facing them (226-27),

and in their earts are constrained to rejoice
SVEMMOre,

Increasing happiness is always the
experience of all wheo ane certain about God.

11 Teach all believers (o avoid leaning
ppon the insecure props of

filse sympathy.

You cannot develop strong characters out
of the indulgence of self-pity; honestly
endeavor o aveid the deceptive influence
of mere fellowship in misery,

Extend syrpathy iothe brave and courngeous
whibe you withhold overmuch pity from

those cowardly souls who only halfheartedly
stand up before the trials of living. Offer
not consolation (o those who lie down
before iheir troubles without & struggle.
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There is o third kind of false sympathy
which is the projection of ourselves and our
need, our hunger for pity, on 1o other
people, 5o that, though we appear fo be
giving them sympathy, we are really
sympathizing with ourselves {229),

We ... come to see that a good deal
of what passes as sympathy is really self-
pity, 4 love of the easy way in which the
morel issue is shirked, or o pretence of
sympathy in order to win the sympathy
of nnother (23(1).

XYL THE PRESENCE OF JESLUS (243)

o Supposing before vour eyes at this
mament the form of Jesus should appear,
speak, disappear. Supposing vou went off
for a meal and He appeared again, joined
in the conversation, and dizappeared.
Suppose He joined you when vou werg
speaking to a friend. and then
disappeared. What would happen? ...
Your world would be full of Him.... And
this is what happened o [the apostles and
disciples after the Resurrection]. Peter
would never ngain walk by Galilees lnke
without Jesus, without being conseiously
sure and certain that Jesus was there
(247).

How ... was His presence manifested
te them aftér He had carried them beyond
the néed of vision and voice? | suggest thit
it was manifested in four ways: ...

(1) An ward reinforcement of the
personality. | mean by this an inward
strenggthening which made & man feel that
he could face any situation that might arise,
cortiain of coming out on fop, certain that
nodhing could happen which had any power
to down his spirit (249)

(21 A transcendent happiness: a kind
of infectious gaiety of spirit which others
caught from those who knew His presence
in their hears (250).

(1) A deep serénity of spirit. What iz
more needed in these days of hectic rush
than that imward peace, the only thing Cheisg
ledt im His will, and which is aie of the marks
of his Presence? (250-51),

Sympathize not with yvour fellows mercly
that they may sympathize with vou in refam.

17 When my children once become
selfconscious of te assurance of the divine
presence,

such i faith will expand the mind, ennoble
the soul,

reinforce the personality,

augment the hnppiness,

deepen the spirit perception,
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(4} An outgoing love, The presence
of Jesus menil, and means, & love that
goes oul to all men, 1o oor critics and
enemies, ol merely loving the lovable,
g only séeing what is lovable, but,
secking no reward, a love which is
creative enough to make something
lovable in all men ... (251).

Mow Jesus never said or implied
that religion was an insurance from
Ceatastrophe 4Lt were, we should be
bribed to be good. Life would lose its
power to educate us. !tsﬁ?'nﬂ:_r_q_snid
or implied to His followers that His
presence would mean immunity from
disaster, nor does He promise this to
us (253},

[footmote] (CF Dr. W, R Maliby: ‘In
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesliiitlmmmﬂal

His disciples three things—that they would

be entirely fearbess, absurdly happy, and
thiat they would ger into trouble (233n).

[eont*d] They did get into trouble, and
found, to their surprise, that they were not

alraid, They were shsurdly happy, for they
Isughed cver their ows rouhles, and only cried
ever alher people’s' (Chedar and Humme Need, p

1961 {253n).

[repenated] Jesis never said or implied 1o
His followers that His presence would
menn immanity from disaster, nor does
He promise this to us.... Indeed, He rather |
implies the opposite. To His o myen Hl: |

be E:dd-l!'d.]llil because they were His {253-
54).

Jesus does not say, "l will deliver vou
from the waters,” but something infinitely
greater— When yvou pass through the
waters | shall be there 1o’ {254)

gl endience the power 1o bonve and be loved

i3 Teach all belicvers that those who
enter the kingdom are not thereby
“rendered immune o the accidents of time
urmth‘eﬁrﬂmm} :Ilu.'sl:rﬁphe's-uf nature.

N B:It&v:ng the gospel will not prevent
\E::tllfng o trouble,

bl'_'b{ it will insure that you shall be
urla'gtp,t-qid when trouble does ovenake you.

If you dare to'believe in me and

wholeheanedly proceed to follow after

e, vasus shall most cerainly by so doing

enter upon the sure pathway to trouble,
!

I do not promise 1o delives u from the
waters of adversity, but | d 'h.mﬂ_&:l‘;.llﬂ
go with yvou through all of them.”

14 And much more did Jesus weach
this group of believers before they made
ready for the night’s sheep. And they who
heard these sayings treasured them in
their hearts and did often recite them for
the edification of the aposiles and
disciples who were not present when they
were spoken.




